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AIR POLLUTION has an unequal impact on health, with the most vul ner able people bear ing the brunt of its
ill e�ects, accord ing to Green peace.
In a report released on Sept. 1, the inde pend ent global cam paign ing net work said that socioeco nomic
depriva tion increases an indi vidual’s vul ner ab il ity to air pol lu tion and chronic health con di tions.
Among them is tuber cu losis (TB), a con tinu ing prob lem in the Phil ip pines, which has the third highest TB
pre val ence rate in the world and where nearly 10 mil lion people reside in urban slums.
“We have [made] sig ni �c ant strides in TB con trol and improv ing the health of Filipi nos nation wide.
However, Filipi nos would con tinue to su� er and [be] more sus cept ible to TB if we allow the con tin ued
deteri or a tion of the qual ity of the air that we breathe,” said Michelle Lang-Alli, dir ector of the O�ce of
Health at USAID Phil ip pines, at a webinar organ ized by non-pro�t human devel op ment organ iz a tion FHI
360.
An estim ated 66,000 Filipi nos die every year due to poor air qual ity. The eco nomic cost of ambi ent air pol -
lu tion is P4.5 tril lion, roughly equi val ent to $87 bil lion, said Cli mate Change Com mis sioner Rachel Anne S.
Her rera at the same webinar.
This cost is 23% of the coun try’s gross domestic product in 2019, she added, cit ing a Novem ber 2021 study
by the Insti tute for Cli mate and Sus tain able Cit ies and the Cen ter for Research on Energy and Clean Air.
Accord ing to the Green peace report, Benguet, Rizal, and Metro Manila have the worst air qual ity in the
Phil ip pines.
BREAKING DOWN SILOS
There is a need to break down silos among agen cies toward the devel op ment of green tech no lo gies needed
for cli mate-resi li ent com munit ies, said Ms. Her rera, adding that legis lat ors are look ing to update the
Clean Air Act of 1999.
“We recog nize that we should look at long-term solu tions,” she said in a Sept. 6 e-mail. “Our health sec -
tor must be resi li ent and must be strengthened — so it can pro tect the most vul ner able against cli mate
change.”
Integ ra tion between cli mate and health is pos sible through research and advocacy, said Dr. Ros alind G.
Vian zon, head of the healthy set tings and envir on ment divi sion of the Health Pro mo tion Bur eau of the
Depart ment of Health.
“We will review healthy set tings like homes, schools, and work places, and adopt a life-cycle approach, so
we can under stand how cli mate change a�ects the health of babies, chil dren and adults,” she said.
The National Gov ern ment has ear marked P296.3 bil lion for the health sec tor in 2023, a 10.4% increase
from its 2022 budget.
The pro posed National Expendit ure Pro gram for 2023 will include P453 bil lion for cli mate change adapt a -
tion and mit ig a tion pro grams and projects, 56.4% higher than the P289.73 bil lion for 2022.
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