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A BILL has been �led at the House of Rep res ent at ives pro pos ing to cent ral ize stored-value pay ments and trans ac tions for
pub lic trans port a tion in Metro Manila into a single “beep card”.
House Bill 4913, also known as the “Uni ver sal Beep Card Bill,” by Quezon City Rep. Patrick Michael Var gas aims to provide a
one-card �ts-all sys tem for pub lic trans port a tion in Metro Manila to address the incon veni ence and unne ces sary costs of
pay ing for mul tiple con tact less smart cards or “beep cards”.
Beep cards are reload able con tact less smart cards intro duced in 2015 for the pay ment of fares for rail based rapid transit
trans port a tion through Metro Manila rail way lines such as the LRT Line 1, LRT Line 2, MRT Line 3, and select bus lines
among oth ers.
The Beep card was cre ated, imple men ted, and oper ated by AF Pay ments Incor por ated, and is also used in lieu of cash in
some con veni ence stores and other busi nesses.
However, in 2016, a di� er ent con tact less smart card was issued for yet another pub lic trans port a tion project called the
Bagong Jeep (BEEP) pro gram which was launched in Metro Manila coin cid ing with the imple ment a tion of the national gov -
ern ment’s PUVMP.
The BEEP Pro gram has util ized the “Bee p Rides” card, a di� er ent con tact less smart card from the “Beep” card used by rail-
based rapid trans port a tion sys tems.Maricel V. Cruz
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