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INFORMAL Set tler Fam il ies (ISF) and ordin ary Filipino work ers will bene �t from the gov ern ment’s in-city hous ing pro -
grams, accord ing to the Depart ment of Human Set tle ments and Urban Devel op ment (DHSUD).

DHSUD Sec ret ary Jose Riz a lino L. Acuzar said the gov ern ment aims to under take in-city hous ing projects in order to plug
the coun try’s hous ing back log. This will also allow ISFS and work ers to live near their sources of live li hood.
Acuzar said ISFS and work ers can turn to local gov ern ment units (LGUS) to apply for these gov ern ment hous ing pro grams.
The tar get of the gov ern ment is to build a mil lion houses annu ally to address the 6.5 mil lion hous ing back log.
“Kahit hindi ISF, meron din sila. Kail an gan lamang nilang pumunta sa LGU para mag-apply para sa paba hay ng goby erno,”
said Acuzar. [Even if they are not ISFS, they can access these projects, they only need to go to the LGU to apply for the gov -
ern ment’s hous ing pro gram.]
Acuzar said these projects that the DHSUD plans to build will be turned over to LGUS who will be tasked in main tain ing the
units. This is the reason these projects will be owned by LGUS, he explained.
The hous ing czar estim ated that each hous ing project to be launched in the coun try under the pri or ity hous ing pro gram
would take “a year and a half” to be fully con struc ted, with the qual ity at par with town ship projects of private developers.
“We are devel op ing town ships. Kung ano ang nakikita ninyo sa mga private devel op ment, ganun din ang sa gov ern ment,”
Acuzar said.
Data showed that the coun try’s hous ing back log is pegged at more than 6.5 mil lion units, 3.7 mil lion of which are ISFS. Of
the num ber of ISFS, 500,000 are situ ated in the National Cap ital Region, par tic u larly along haz ard ous areas.
Earlier, Acuzar atten ded the ground break ing of a hous ing project at the Har mony Hills Ter races in Bata san Hills, Quezon
City. The DHSUD and Quezon City recently signed a Memor andum of Under stand ing (MOU) for this project.
Under the MOU, the Quezon City LGU, in sup port of the said pro gram, com mit ted to alloc ate to the DHSUD a par cel of its
land for the devel op ment
of the fore go ing hous ing project.
The Quezon City LGU is also tasked to exped ite the pro cessing of required per mits and licenses to be issued by local author -
it ies for the project’s full imple ment a tion.
It will also carry out the bene � ciary list ing which will include social pre par a tion, ISF census enu mer a tion, socioeco nomic
pro �l ing and the estab lish ment of social para met ers.
The MOU man dates the DHSUD to facil it ate, either dir ectly or through its KSAS, the imple ment a tion of the hous ing projects
in col lab or a tion with the LGU and other rel ev ant agen cies.
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