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QUEZON City Mayor Maria Jose�na “Joy” Bel monte estab lished a task force on �re pre ven tion that
will also part ner with the City Coun cil to pro duce a local �re safety code to reduce the fre quency of
�res in the city fol low ing mul tiple �re occur rences this month.
The Task Force on Fire Pre ven tion and Pre pared ness is made up of vari ous city gov ern ment depart -
ments as well as util ity enter prises, includ ing Mer alco and water con ces sion aires Manila Water and
Maynilad. It will address the city’s primary causes of �re and enable a swift response to �re emer -
gen cies.
“We formed a task force to invest ig ate what could be done to pre vent future �re acci dents in our city
as a res ult of the fre quent �res that have occurred there,” Bel monte said.
The mayor also urged QCit izens to prac tice �re drills and take pre cau tion ary meas ures to avoid �re.
“If we take the ini ti at ive to �g ure out how to keep our fam il ies and homes safe, we could pre vent
�res in our com munity,” Bel monte added.
Coun cilor Ran ulfo Ludovica, who chairs the Com mit tee on Pub lic Order and Safety, will put out the
appro pri ate laws for �re safety and pre ven tion. He emphas ized that the major ity of recent �re incid -
ents in the city took place in ISF (informal set tler fam il ies) areas, where nar row roads delayed the
arrival of �re �ght ers.
The Com munity Fire Aux il i ary Group, which is anti cip ated to be among the �rst to respond to �re
incid ents in com munit ies, needs addi tional volun teer �re �ght ers, Bel monte said.
Along with the Social Ser vices Devel op ment Depart ment, the mayor dis trib uted �n an cial aid to �re
vic tims from Barangay Obrero and Barangay Baesa on Sat urday. The city admin is tra tion rewar ded
home own ers with P10,000 and renters or sharers with P5,000.
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