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Starting today until April 30, the global community will observe World Immunization Week. This year’s

observance comes at a time when the country is facing the threat of pertussis or whooping cough, underscoring

the urgent need for immunization to prevent further spread.

The impact of immunization on human wellbeing, the economy, and our communities cannot be underestim-
ated.

We must keep in mind that immunization is not merely a medical intervention; it serves as a beacon of hope for
everyone — young and old. Vaccines shield us from deadly diseases such as smallpox, polio, measles, influ-
enza, and lately Covid-19. They prevent suffering, disability, and premature death.

It extends life expectancy by preventing severe illnesses. It ensures that children grow up healthy and adults
remain productive contributors to society.

Immunization isn’t just about health; it’s an economic powerhouse. Healthy individuals are more productive.
Vaccinated children are able to attend their classes regularly, and adults participate in the workforce, driving
economic growth. By preventing diseases, the burden on healthcare systems is reduced—fewer hospitalizations,
doctor visits, and treatments translate into cost savings.

A healthy population fosters economic stability, thus attracting investments and promoting sustainable develop-
ment.

Despite health risks and progress, vaccine hesitancy still poses challenges. To address this, it is crucial to edu-
cate the public on the advantages of vaccines. It is important to engage in the dissemination of accurate inform-
ation about vaccines and combat misinformation and address concerns.

To address vaccine hesitancy, we can take practical steps to address this concern.

We can begin with educating our family, neighbors, and friends about the importance of immunization. Share
accurate information from reputable sources. Use social media platforms to raise awareness. Post about vaccin-
ation benefits, safety, and upcoming vaccination drives. Collaborate with community organizations, schools,
and religious institutions to host vaccination awareness events. Invite healthcare professionals to speak about
vaccines, address concerns, and answer questions.

We can serve as volunteers in vaccination centers. Assisting with administrative tasks, guiding people through

the process, helping maintain a smooth flow at vaccination centers, or volunteering to help with logistics, regis-
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tration, or community outreach may be simple tasks, but these are acts that could help encourage the public to
undergo immunization .

We can engage in respectful conversations with individuals who have concerns about vaccines. Share personal
experiences, success stories, and scientific evidence to dispel myths and build trust. Share stories of people who
have benefited from vaccines. Highlight their improved health and quality of life. Inspire others to take action
by showcasing positive outcomes.

We can also participate in vaccination drives by encouraging friends and family to get vaccinated. Offer trans-
portation assistance to those who need it.

Be a role model and lead by example. Get vaccinated yourself and encourage others to do the same. Show that
immunization is a responsible choice for the well-being of the community.

Keep in mind, every effort counts. By supporting immunization, you contribute to a healthier, safer, and more
resilient community. Together, we can protect lives, prevent the spread of preventable diseases, and make a

world where everyone has a chance to thrive — a world where immunization is not just a possibility but a real-

ity.
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