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The local gov ern ment of Quezon City on Tues day announced that it has already pro cured some
P13 mil lion worth of vac cines and anti bi ot ics for the treat ment of pertussis cases in the city.
QC Mayor Joy Bel monte dis closed that the local gov ern ment pur chased more than 3,500 vials of
6-in-1 vac cine, 1,012 bottles of Azi th ro my cin, and 1,000 bottles of Clari th ro my cin which will be
given to chil dren 6 weeks old and up who have yet to receive a vac cine for pertussis.
“We have approved the pur chase of needed vac cines and anti bi ot ics so we can imme di ately
provide the required med ical atten tion to cur rent cases and pro tect our QCit izens from fur ther
spread. We are plan ning to pur chase more should the need arise, given that the national gov -
ern ment has lim ited sup ply of the vac cines,” she said.
Aside from pertussis, Bel monte added the 6-in-1 vac cine provides chil dren with pro tec tion
against diph theria, tetanus, polio, hae mo philus in�u en zae and Hep at itis B. Azi th ro my cin and
Clari th ro my cin are anti bi ot ics pre scribed for pertussis-pos it ive patients.
As of 5 April, the Epi demi ology and Dis ease Sur veil lance Divi sion repor ted 41 pertussis cases in
Quezon City, includ ing 6 deaths. It added that at least 60 per cent or 21 pertussis cases were
infants less than 6 months old while the ages ranged from 22 days old to 13 years old, with a
median age of 3 months.
The local gov ern ment earlier declared a pertussis out break, enabling it to mobil ize its assets
and resources to stop the spread of the highly con ta gious dis ease, which is also known as
whoop ing cough.
It is caused by the bac terium bor de tella pertussis and can be trans mit ted through per sonto-
per son res pir at ory droplets or con tact with air borne droplets and expos ure to infec ted things.
Mean time, the Depart ment of Health (DoH) repor ted that pertussis cases in the coun try are on
the rise, as data from 1 Janu ary to 30 March show a total of 1,112 cases since the start of the year
— almost 34 times that of the same period last year, at only 32 cases — with 54 deaths recor -
ded.
In the past six weeks, the fol low ing regions showed a con tinu ous increase in the num ber of
cases: East ern Visayas, Cagayan Val ley, Caraga, Cent ral Luzon and Cor dillera Autonom ous
Region.
The DoH said it is cau tious in inter pret ing trends as the num ber of cases may still change as
there may be late con sulta tions and reports.
Health Sec ret ary Tee Herb osa, however, assured the pub lic that out break immun iz a tion is
under way even if the national gov ern ment penta valent vac cine stocks are run ning low.

At least 60 per cent or 21 pertussis cases were infants less than 6 months old
while the ages ranged from 22 days old to 13 years old, with a median age of 3
months
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