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The Com mis sion on Human Rights has com men ded the Quezon City gov ern ment for con -
duct ing a free breast can cer screen ing for more than 20,000 women last month.
The ini ti at ive, led by the Quezon City Health Depart ment, was part of the series of activ it ies
organ ized by the local gov ern ment as part of the annual cel eb ra tion of women’s month last
March.
A total of 22,476 women from the city’s six dis tricts were screened, with 146 of them test -
ing pos it ive for breast mass.
Eight res id ents were referred to the East Avenue Med ical Cen ter for sur gery and treat ment,
while the rest under went mam mo grams at the Quezon City Gen eral Hos pital.
“Can cer is one of the ill nesses that have a high mor tal ity rate in Quezon City. We can eas ily
address this through pre ven tion or early detec tion to pre vent it from get ting ser i ous,”
Mayor Joy Bel monte said.
“We under stand that many Filipi nos do not undergo con sulta tions or check-ups because of
�n an cial con straints. That’s why we make sure that the local gov ern ment is there to sup -
port them,” she added.
Accord ing to the CHR, pro grams such free breast can cer screen ings are crit ical steps
toward address ing the health prob lem.
It cited a study of the Phil ip pine Stat ist ics Author ity, which showed that can cer is the
coun try’s second-lead ing cause of death in recent years, par tic u larly lung, liver, breast,
colorectal and pro state can cers.
“The Com mis sion believes that early detec tion is one of the key factors in improv ing breast
can cer out comes in the coun try. By provid ing free breast can cer screen ing, the state
respects every one’s right to early detec tion and timely treat ment, par tic u larly women who
are more vul ner able to the dis ease, regard less of their �n an cial situ ation,” the CHR said.
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