
As described by the United Nations World Com mis sion on Envir on ment and Devel op ment, “a
sus tain able devel op ment is a devel op ment that meets the needs of the present without com -
prom ising the abil ity of future gen er a tions to meet their own needs.”
It is also more than just about the envir on ment. It is about the envir on mental health and
social equity to cre ate healthy and thriv ing com munit ies.
With this in mind, a pion eer ing e�ort to put an end to the deadly cer vical can cer, which kills
12 Filipino women every day, was launched in Quezon City, which is under the lead er ship of
Mayor Joy Bel monte.
A vac cin a tion road show, launched in the Dis trict 1 of the city last month was meant to com -
bat the human papil lo mavirus (HPV) through a �ve-week ini ti at ive, which star ted July 9 and
which runs every Tues day until August 6.
It is the �rst of its kind among local gov ern ments in the Phil ip pines and it aims to bring
essen tial immun iz a tion ser vices dir ectly to the com munity through an innov at ive mobile
road show format.
By mak ing vac cines acncedss ible to hun dreds of young girls in Quezon City aged 9 to 14, the
pro gram sup por ted by the Quezon City gov ern ment, Quezon City Health O�ce and barangay
cap tains of Dis trict 1, under scores the import ance of pre vent ive health care in redu cing the
incid ence and impact of cer vical can cer, accord ing to a state ment about the HPV vac cin a tion
road show.
Quezon City Dis trict 1 Coun cilor Charm Fer rer, who is a cer vical can cer sur vivor her self, led
the launch ing and under scored the import ance of the �ght against HPV.
“Now as a pub lic o� cial, it is my duty to ensure the health and well being of my con stitu ents.
With this land mark ini ti at ive, we will ensure that all our adoles cent girls in Quezon City will
be vac cin ated. We sup port Mayor Joy Bel monte’s vis ion of a road to zero cer vical can cer in
Quezon City,” Fer rer said dur ing the launch.
“Cer vical can cer can be pre ven ted through vac cin a tion and screen ing. By tak ing con cer ted
action as one com munity against HPV, we can ulti mately elim in ate cer vical can cer as a pub lic
health prob lem,” she said in the state ment.
A global and national con cern
Cer vical can cer, the state ment also said, remains a sig ni �c ant health bur den, par tic u larly in
Asia, where it accounts for 58 per cent of global deaths from the dis ease.
In the Phil ip pines alone, at least 12 women die daily from cer vical can cer, mak ing it the
second most fre quent can cer among women aged 15 to 44, industry data showed.
As experts said, however, cer vical can cer is a type of can cer that is highly pre vent able.
The com bin a tion of HPV vac cin a tion and cer vical screen ing can provide the greatest pro tec -
tion against this dis ease.

There is no doubt that sus tain ab il ity is among the cen tury’s most pop u lar
buzzwords.
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For the vac cin a tion road show, over 200 par ti cipants atten ded the kick o� event, includ ing
rep res ent at ives from vari ous com munity organ iz a tions, barangay and city health depart -
ments, civil soci ety groups and the private sec tor.
“This is a sig ni �c ant mile stone in our �ght against cer vical can cer. This is a moment of hope,
empower ment and mak ing a di� er ence. We can cre ate a future where cer vical can cer is a
thing of the past,” said Dr. Lani Buen dia, Quezon City National Immun iz a tion Pro gram Med -
ical Coordin ator.
The ini ti at ive, accord ing to pro ponents, also sup ports the Depart ment of Health’s �ght
against cer vical can cer, which calls for a col lect ive action to pro tect every Filipino woman by
mak ing health care ser vices and vac cines access ible to all com munit ies.
“Dur ing the launch, less than 100 adoles cent girls were vac cin ated against the virus and 31
female adults were screened for cer vical can cer. The next legs of the HPV vac cin a tion road -
show aims to vac cin ate hun dreds more of tar get school girls and con tinue to provide breast
and cer vical can cer screen ings to adults,” the state ment also said.
The World Health Organ iz a tion has set ambi tious global tar gets to elim in ate cer vical can cer.
These include vac cin at ing 90 per cent of girls with the HPV vac cine by age 15, screen ing 70
per cent of women by ages 35 and 45, and ensur ing 90 per cent of women with pre-can cer or
invas ive can cer receive appro pri ate treat ment.
For sure, a com munity without dis eases is truly a sus tain able one and is on its way to a sus -
tain able future.
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