
Quezon City became the �rst local gov ern ment unit (LGU) to estab lish an integ rated can cer
con trol policy fol low ing the approval of an ordin ance authored by Dis trict 5 Coun cilor Alfred
Var gas.
Mayor Joy Bel monte signed Ordin ance SP-3285, S-2024 or the Quezon City Integ rated Can -
cer Con trol Ordin ance (QCICCO), which would bene �t can cer patients and their fam il ies.
“This land mark pub lic health ordin ance is the �rst of its kind in the Phil ip pines, estab lish ing
a whole-ofgov ern ment and whole-of-soci ety approach to can cer con trol at the local level,”
Var gas said.
“The ordin ance weaves together the man dates and resources of vari ous depart ments and
o�ces of the local gov ern ment, such as the per sons with dis ab il it ies a�airs o�ce, social ser -
vices devel op ment depart ment, among oth ers. At the same time, it enhances the capa city of
the city health depart ment,” he added.
Based on the ordin ance, Quezon City will des ig nate can cer con trol coordin at ors, estab lish a
can cer patient nav ig a tion and refer ral sys tem and set up a local can cer registry to con nec
patients to avail able ser vices and fund ing.
The ordin ance is is line with Repub lic Act 11215 or the National Integ rated Can cer Con trol Act
(NICCA), which Var gas prin cip ally authored in Con gress.
“Many Filipi nos are still unaware of the bene �ts that NICCA has insti tu tion al ized, such as the
Can cer Assist ance Fund and other �n an cing mech an isms. Our ordin ance will facil it ate access
to these resources,” Var gas said.
Accord ing to the Phil ip pine Stat ist ics Author ity, can cer is the second lead ing cause of death
in the Phil ip pines, with a 10.4-per cent share in total deaths last year.
Var gas also acknow ledged the sup port of the Depart ment of Health and the tech nical assist -
ance of experts from the Can cer Coali tion Phil ip pines, Phil ip pine Can cer Soci ety and other
non gov ern ment organ iz a tions.
“Our object ive is to bring back hope to can cer patients and their fam il ies. No one should feel
hope less because of a can cer dia gnosis. This dis ease should not be a death sen tence,” Var gas
added.
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