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A vir tual private net work (VPN) is an ideal solu tion for pro tect ing your pri vacy and hid ing your loc a tion from the 
view of oth ers on the web. But using a VPN can some times lead to reduced inter net speed. In this art icle, we will 
present vari ous meth ods for and tips on how you can optim ize the speed of your VPN.

1. TEST THE SPEED OF YOUR INTERNET CONNECTION
Firstly, dis con nect from your VPN such as NORDVPN ( fave.co/3odm11r) or Cyberghost ( fave.co/3umv ing) and
then test the speed of your inter net con nec tion with Speedtest ( fave.co/3i27uhv). Run the test again when you are
con nec ted to the VPN to see if the prob lem is really with the VPN or with your broad band pro vider.
2. CHANGE THE LOCATION OF YOUR VPN SERVER
One of the most e�ect ive ways to speed up your VPN is to change the loc a tion of your server. The loc a tion of the
VPN server has a dir ect impact on your inter net speed.
For example, if you are in the United States and the geo graph ical loc a tion of the
server is not crit ical for your activ it ies, you should choose a server in your region of the coun try. This keeps the
dis tance short and improves the speed.
The latency time—that is, the time it takes for data to reach the server and back—is sig ni �c antly higher with a
dis tant server. Even a high-qual ity VPN can not change this phys ical fact, although the latency can vary depend ing
on the qual ity of the VPN pro vider.
Another import ant aspect is server util iz a tion. An over loaded server responds more slowly than a less fre quen ted
one. It is there fore worth choos ing a server with a smal ler num ber of users.
In most VPN applic a tions, you will �nd a list of avail able serv ers, often with inform a tion on the cur rent util iz a tion
or ping—mean ing the response time. For activ it ies such as online gam ing, where every mil li second counts, you
should choose a server with the low est pos sible ping in your geo graph ical area to min im ize latency. These small
adjust ments can make a big di� er ence to the speed and per form ance of your VPN.
3. RESTART YOUR DEVICE
It is pos sible that your device’s oper at ing sys tem is over whelmed by the com plex encryp tion of the VPN ser vice. A
restart can provide a quick and easy solu tion here.
Another tip: Test the VPN con nec tion on another device. This will help you determ ine whether the prob lem is spe -
ci�c to your ori ginal device.
4. RESTART YOUR ROUTER
Restart ing your router can also be help ful if your VPN is slow. Dis con nect the router either by unplug ging it from
the power sup ply or by press ing the power but ton. Then wait 10 to 15 seconds before switch ing the device back on.
Please note that it may take a short moment for the router to re-estab lish the inter net con nec tion.

If you use a VPN, it can slow down the speed of your inter net con nec tion. Here are tips on how
to avoid this.
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5. CONNECT ROUTER AND PC VIA CABLE
An e�ect ive way to improve your VPN con nec tion is to con nect your laptop or PC dir ectly to the router via a LAN
cable. This avoids poten tial per form ance issues that could arise from a Wi-� con nec tion. While Wi-� is prac tical
and con veni ent, it can lead to increased latency, espe cially if objects in the room or walls a�ect the sig nal
strength.
6. CHOOSE A DIFFERENT PROTOCOL
Each VPN pro tocol uses di� er ent encryp tion stand ards to secure your data. While some pro to cols are more per -
form ance ori ent ated, oth ers o�er higher secur ity, but often at the expense of per form ance. Wire guard, for
example, is a mod ern and fast pro tocol that is also sup por ted by pro viders such as IVPN ( fave.co/3sq9zu7). IKEV2
and OPENVPN, on the other hand, are two estab lished, reli able stand ard pro to cols, but they can lag behind Wire -
guard in terms of speed.
With OPENVPN ( fave. co/3szrldy), you also have the option of choos ing between the TCP (Trans mis sion Con trol
Pro tocol) and UDP (User Data gram Pro tocol) pro to cols. UDP is faster, which is why it is nor mally used for stream -
ing.
You should there fore switch from TCP to UDP as a trial. In addi tion to OPENVPN and IKEV2/ Ipsec, there are also
pro to cols such as L2TP/ Ipsec that you can try out. Please note, however, that L2TP is less secure. If you use a VPN
primar ily for secur ity reas ons and less to access region ally restric ted con tent, this step is not recom men ded.
7. CHANGE THE PORT
In addi tion to adjust ing the pro tocol and secur ity set tings, you should also pay atten tion to the port selec tion.
When a VPN con nects to the web, it does so via a pre vi ously de�ned port. In gen eral, this is �ne. However, some
net works can also throttle or restrict the use of this port, which in turn can lead to prob lems. Check the set tings of
your VPN to see if there is a way to change the port used. If so, try opt ing for port 443. This is the most com mon
solu tion for VPN speed issues related to port selec tion.
8. SWITCH OFF YOUR FIREWALL AND ANTIVIRUS SOFTWARE
Just as encryp tion can over load your PC’S data pro cessing work load, so can anti virus and �re wall set tings. If you
notice a drop in per form ance, switch o� the �re wall and anti virus pro gram tem por ar ily and see if this improves
the situ ation.
If this solves the prob lem, you should look for altern at ive soft ware that does not a�ect PC per form ance. However,
do not leave your PC run ning without secur ity soft ware.
9. USE SPLIT TUNNELLING
Premium pro viders such as Express vpn ( fave. co/42djtqo) or NORDVPN ( fave.co/ 3ODM11R) are among the best
split-tun nel ing VPNS. Split tun nel ing is a func tion that allows you to split your device’s data tra�c: Part of the
data is routed through the VPN, while the other part goes dir ectly through your nor mal inter net con nec tion. This
method can sig ni �c antly improve the inter net speed and e� ciency of your VPN, as not all data needs to be
rerouted through the VPN server.
This is par tic u larly use ful if you want to access local net work resources and access the inter net via the VPN at the
same time.
For example, you can use local ser vices such as print ers or �le shares while sim ul tan eously access ing geo graph ic -
ally restric ted con tent via the VPN. By redu cing the amount of data routed through the VPN, you can increase the
speed and reduce the load on the VPN server.
10. CHANGE YOUR VPN PROVIDER
Some VPNS are faster than oth ers. If the one you are cur rently using is not fast enough for you, go to another pro -
vider. However, keep in mind that VPN speeds change depend ing on the time of day, day of the week, and other
factors, such as server selec tion. Here you will �nd a com par ison of the best VPN ser vices cur rently avail able:
fave.co/3ftttms. As many VPN pro viders o�er refunds or free tri als, you can at least down load their app, sign up,
and try the ser vice.




