
THE QUEZON CITY gov ern ment is look ing to boost tax incent ives for busi nesses that will
invest in key pri or ity sec tors.
“Quezon City is enhan cing its busi ness envir on ment through stra tegic policy reforms and
infra struc ture devel op ment aimed at medium and large busi nesses,” said Quezon City
Mayor Maria Jose�na “Joy” G. Bel monte-Alimur ung at the Metro Manila Busi ness Con fer -
ence on Thursday.
“We are in the pro cess of amend ing the Quezon City Incent ives Code to align with the
Board of Invest ments’ (BoI) Stra tegic Invest ment Pri or ity Plan (SIPP),” she added.
The updated code, which is also aligned with the United Nations’ sus tain able devel op ment
goals and the National Eco nomic and Devel op ment Author ity’s Ambisyon Natin 2040
object ives, “aims to reduce busi ness costs, stream line pro cesses, and foster part ner ships.”
“It will provide newly con struc ted build ings with a twoyear exemp tion on busi ness tax,
amuse ment tax, fran chise tax, and real prop erty tax,” Ms. Bel monte-Alimur ung said.
“Mean while, busi nesses par ti cip at ing in our city’s invest ment pri or it ies plan will receive a
three-year exemp tion on all of these taxes,” she added.
Mar gie S. Mejia, head of the Quezon City Busi ness Per mits and Licens ing Depart ment, said
that the amend ments to the QC Incent ives Code aim to re�ect the cur rent busi ness envir -
on ment.
“The old Incent ives Code was passed between 10 and 15 years ago, so we need it to be
attuned to the times,” Ms. Mejia said in a panel dis cus sion.
“The tar get of the updated code is medium and large enter prises with the hopes of invit ing
them to estab lish them selves in Quezon City,” she added.
Ms. Mejia said busi nesses in Quezon City could tap its big pop u la tion, which is estim ated
by the Phil ip pine Stat ist ics Author ity at around 2.96 mil lion as of May 1, 2020.
Accord ing to the World Pop u la tion Review, Quezon City’s pop u la tion may have gone up to
3.28 mil lion in 2024.
BoI Invest ment Assist ance Ser vice and One-Stop Action Cen ter for Stra tegic Invest ments
Dir ector Ernie Delos Reyes said that the Quezon City Local Eco nomic Invest ment Pro mo -
tions O�ce (LEIPO) is already review ing the amend ments to the Incent ives Code.
“The focus is on stra tegic invest ments, but in rela tion to busi ness and real prop erty tax, we
provided inputs on how they can be com pet it ive with other local gov ern ment units,” Mr.
Delos Reyes said in a Viber mes sage.
“We also told them about non-�scal incent ives like e�ect ive and e� cient invest ment
facil it a tion and align ment of its policies with national policies, espe cially the latest eco -
nomic reforms,” he added.
Mr. Delos Reyes said that national incent ives are already a stand ard under the Cor por ate
Recov ery and Tax Incent ives for Enter prises law.
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On April 18, the Quezon City LEIPO con duc ted a pub lic con sulta tion for the new Quezon
City Incent ives Code, which is meant “to cul tiv ate a con du cive busi ness envir on ment,
stim u late invest ment in�ow, and foster sus tain able eco nomic growth.”
Under the Quezon City Eco nomic Devel op ment Incent ives Code of 2013, qual i �ed medium
and large enter prises are entitled to a tax hol i day on real prop erty and exemp tion from
fran chise tax and amuse ment taxes for four years, among oth ers.
Data from the Depart ment of Trade and Industry showed that there are 129,477 busi ness
name regis tra tions in the National Cap ital Region.
Most of these were whole sale and retail trade, food and bever age ser vice activ it ies, trans -
port a tion and stor age, real estate activ it ies, and other ser vice activ it ies.
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