
The Quezon City gov ern ment has star ted tra cing all those who came in close con tact with
the 33-year-old male mpox patient as he went to two estab lish ments in the city and sev -
eral other cit ies in Metro Manila, com prom ising at least 41 indi vidu als.
In a press con fer ence on Wed nes day, Aug. 21, the local gov ern ment dis closed that the
patient went to a der ma to logy clinic on Aug. 15 for warts removal.
The der ma to lo gist noticed skin lesions (rash-like) on the arms, face, trunk, back, and
other parts of the patient’s body.
He coordin ated with the barangay to trans port the patient to the Research Insti tute for
Trop ical Medi cine (RITM) to col lect spe ci mens.
Ini tial reports showed that the patient went to a spa on E. Rodrig uez Avenue, Quezon City
on Aug. 11, where he had an alleged intim ate con tact, four days before the derma con sulta -
tion.
Mayor Joy Bel monte said the patient had been to di� er ent cit ies before com ing to Quezon
City.
“He had been to two pre vi ous fun/enter tain ment industry (spa) estab lish ments in other
cit ies in Metro Manila,” she said.
A total of 41 indi vidu als were exposed to the mpox patient, seven of whom are res id ents of
Quezon City.
Three spa work ers and four spa cli ents are cur rently under quar ant ine.
Other close con tacts are being mon itored by their respect ive LGUS.
City Epi demi olo gical Sur veil lance Unit (CESU) head Dr. Rolando Cruz said they are mon it -
or ing the indi vidu als who were in con tact with the patient.
“We are really mon it or ing, we call them every day if they have symp toms,” he said.
Mean while, the city’s Busi ness Per mit and Licens ing Depart ment (BPLD) has ordered the
tem por ary clos ure of AED In�n ity Well ness Spa Inc. on Tues day, August 20 due to incom -
plete per mits.
Bel monte said work ers a�ected by the clos ure will be given �n an cial aid under “Alagang
QC” pro gram.
“The three employ ees from Quezon City will auto mat ic ally be given aid under our Alagang
QC pro gram,”
Bel monte said.
The pro gram aims to give �n an cial aid to res id ents who lose their jobs.
“This is an amount that they can use to sup port their fam ily while look ing for a job or in
this case while their estab lish ment is com ply ing with all the require ments,” she added.
Amid the local trans mis sion of mpox, the Quezon City gov ern ment called on res id ents not
to “panic” about the situ ation.
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“This should not be a cause for panic or alarm. We need to pro tect ourselves,” Dr. Cruz
said.
Pres id ent Mar cos has ordered con cerned agen cies to con tinue mon it or ing areas and people
most vul ner able to the viral dis ease even though the Depart ment of Health (DOH) said that
there is no pub lic emer gency over mpox.
“Con tinue sur veil lance, espe cially on areas and people most vul ner able to the dis ease,”
Mar cos told Health Sec ret ary Teodoro Herb osa and other o� cials dur ing their meet ing on
Tues day, Aug. 20.
Accord ing to Herb osa, the most vul ner able to mpox are people who are immun o com prom -
ised.
Dr. Ted ros Adhanom Ghebreye sus, World Health Organ iz a tion dir ector-gen eral, had
earlier determ ined that the upsurge of mpox in the Demo cratic Repub lic of the Congo
(DRC) and a grow ing num ber of coun tries in Africa con sti tutes a pub lic health emer gency
of inter na tional con cern (PHEIC) under the Inter na tional Health Reg u la tions (2005). (With
a report from Beth eena Unite)
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