
As the impacts of cli mate change con tinue to chal lenge global food secur ity, innov at ive
solu tions are emer ging. Among them is urban farm ing, a prac tice that has gained sig ni �c -
ance as cit ies become more pop u lated nd and space for tra di tional agri cul ture dwindles.
With cli mate change alter ing weather pat terns and redu cing arable land, urban farm ing
o�ers a resi li ent altern at ive, help ing to reduce the risk of sup ply chain dis rup tions.
A not able example of this is the City Ordin ance SP-2972, passed by the local gov ern ment of
Quezon City in 2020. This ordin ance encour ages prop erty own ers to trans form idle lands
into pro duct ive urban farms. Rather than leave their lands unused while still pay ing taxes,
many prop erty own ers have embraced urban agri cul ture and food pro duc tion.
To qual ify for the idle land tax exemp tion, the entire land must be devoted to urban agri -
cul ture for a min imum of three years and must yield agri cul tural pro duce for either per -
sonal or pub lic con sump tion. As a res ult, these farms now sup ply fresh veget ables to the
com munity, reduce the need for long-dis tance trans port a tion, and cut down on green -
house gas emis sions.
As of 31 Decem ber 2023, there are 1,026 urban farms in Quezon City. Bey ond provid ing
food, this pro gram has also cre ated live li hoods for around 25,650 urban farm ers, who are
now engaged in green jobs.
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