
Quezon City Mayor Joy Bel monte on Wed nes day, August 21, urged back yard hog own ers to
sur render their pigs to the city gov ern ment as a city ordin ance pro hib its pig farm ing in the
city.

The advis ory aims to pre vent the spread of African Swine Fever (ASF) after dis cov er ing that
some res id ents con tinue to raise pigs for their live li hood des pite the pro hib i tion.
“Napagala man ng lungsod na mayroon pa ring ilang res id ente na nag-aalaga ng baboy bil -
ang kabuhayan. Pero tayo ay may ordin ansa kaya hindi ito pwede. Kaya nananawagan po
ako sa mga Qcit izen na iturnover ito sa lungsod (The city has found that some res id ents are
still rais ing pigs for live li hood. However, we have an ordin ance pro hib it ing this. There fore,
I urge all Qcit izens to turn over their pigs to the city),” Bel monte said.
“Sa tulong din ng QC Coun cil, titiyakin namin na mabibigyan ng suporta at maaalalayan
ang mga apek tadong res id ente (With the sup port of the QC Coun cil, we will ensure that
a�ected res id ents receive assist ance and sup port),” she added.
Accord ing to the city gov ern ment, they will o�er �n an cial assist ance to own ers who com -
ply, and the pigs will be handed to the Depart ment of Agri cul ture.
Pen al ties will be imposed only on those who fail to fol low the dir ect ive until August 31, the
city gov ern ment added.
In addi tion, if the pigs are con �rmed to be Asf-free, they will be handed over to the
Depart ment of Agri cul ture to be sold in Kadiwa Stores. However, if they are found to be
con tam in ated, they will be euth an ized and bur ied.
In 2020, the city gov ern ment along with the QC Coun cil enacted City Ordin ance No. 2990,
Series of 2020, which pro hib its pig ger ies and poultry farms for food or meat pro duc tion.
The restric tion is sup por ted by the Hous ing and Land Use Reg u lat ory Board (HLURB) Res -
ol u tion No. R-674, Series of 2000.
"As a highly-urb an ized city, bawal ang pig gery at live stock sa Quezon City kaya pinaiigt ing
natin ang inspek syon. Min abuti nat ing tumulong sa BAI para matiyak na hindi kumalat
ang virus sa ibang lugar para hindi makaapekto at makapam in sala sa kabuhayan ng ating
Qcit izens (As a highly urb an ized city, pig farm ing and live stock are pro hib ited in Quezon
City, which is why we are strength en ing our inspec tions. We have decided to assist the
Bur eau of Animal Industry (BAI) to ensure that the virus does not spread to other areas,
safe guard ing the live li hoods of our Qcit izens),” City Mayor Joy Bel monte said.
The ordin ance imposes a pen alty of ₱2,000 and up to three months in jail, or both, for a
�rst o�ense. Repeat o�end ers face a �ne of ₱3,000 and up to �ve months in prison, while
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a third viol a tion res ults in a �ne of ₱5,000 and up to one year impris on ment.
Mean while, the city gov ern ment also a�rmed the res id ents that there are no repor ted
cases of ASF in the city, as it strengthened its pre vent ive meas ures.
Per son nel from the City's Veter in ary Depart ment (QCVD) and the Depart ment of Agri cul -
ture Bur eau of Animal Industry (BAI) have been con duct ing thor ough inspec tions to ensure
that all live stock enter ing the city are Asf-free.
The QCVD has inspec ted 502 deliv er ies from Batan gas and Quezon provinces; 452 were
cleared, while 46 were sent back due to miss ing doc u ments.
Four deliv er ies were appre hen ded and the 188 pigs that tested pos it ive for ASF were euth -
an ized and bur ied in another province, it added.
The QCVD and BAI also held 153 pigs for test ing for exhib it ing signs of ASF con tam in a tion.
City Veter in arian Dr. Ana Marie Cabel emphas ized that inspec tions are also being con duc -
ted reg u larly in mar kets and gro cery stores.
“Hindi nata ta pos sa check points ‘yung assist ance natin sa BAI. Pati mga karneng baboy sa
mga palengke at gro cery, chine-check din natin ‘yung cer ti �c a tions para masig urado
talaga na walang Asf-con tained pork na makaka pasok at maibebenta sa lungsod (Our
assist ance to the Bur eau of Animal Industry (BAI) doesn’t end with the check points. We
also inspect pork products in mar kets and gro cery stores, check ing cer ti �c a tions to ensure
that no Asf-con tam in ated pork enters and is sold in the city),” she said.
The local gov ern ment will also provide BAI with a two-hec tare prop erty as a hold ing area
for trucks car ry ing hogs.
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