
THE Quezon City gov ern ment has given over 200 own ers until August 31 to demol ish their
back yard pig ger ies and poultries or face pen al ties.
Mayor Maria Jose�na “Joy” Bel monte said the own ers of these back yard pig ger ies and
poultries should not have been engaged in this kind of live li hood in the �rst place because
of an ordin ance ban ning it.
The city clamped down on back yard raisers fol low ing the resur gence of the African swine
fever (ASF) in some areas in the coun try, par tic u larly in the provinces of Quezon and
Batan gas.
“As a highly urb an ized cen ter, pig gery and live stock are pro hib ited in the city, that’s why
we have an ordin ance for it,” Mayor Bel monte said.
Accord ing to the Depart ment of Agri cul ture (DA), ASF is a highly con ta gious viral dis ease
of pigs which gen er ally res ults in high mor tal ity in its acute form.
Before the August 31 dead line, Bel monte urged the own ers to vol un tar ily sur render their
pigs imme di ately.
She told The Manila Times that �n an cial assist ance would be provided to own ers in
exchange for these pigs, which will be turned over to the DA.
“But pen al ties would be imposed on those who would not com ply with the dir ect ive by the
end of this month,” she warned.
Once the pigs are determ ined to be ASF-free, they will be turned over to DA to be sold in
Kadiwa Stores.
If con tam in ated, the swine would be culled and bur ied, the mayor said.
Des pite zero cases of ASF in the city, the local gov ern ment has estab lished at least four
check points in stra tegic areas to bar entry of infec ted live stock ship ments.
Bel monte said they have already been coordin at ing with the DA’s Bur eau of Animal
Industry (BAI) to ensure that the ASF would not spread in the city.
Accord ing to the City Veter in ary Depart ment (CVD), the live stock and poultry check points
were loc ated in Pearl Drive in Com mon wealth Avenue, Kaingin Road in Bal int awak,
Mindanao Avenue-Tan dang Sora Avenue and Paang Bun dok in N.S. Amor anto.
Both CVD and BAI per son nel would check and val id ate that all live stock ship ments passing
through and enter ing the city have the neces sary doc u ments to ensure they are ASF-free.
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