
The com munity of Bagong Sil an gan in Quezon City intro duces a social enter prise cen ter that
show cases eco nomic empower ment and altern at ive build ing tech no lo gies.

Called the Vin cen tian Social Enter prise Cen ter, this 71sqm innov at ive bam boo-based facil ity is
Base Bahay’s second spe cial Cement-Bam boo Frame Tech no logy (CBFT) struc ture that will open
doors for more job and live li hood oppor tun it ies for the local com munity.
The struc ture, with eight stalls, each with roughly 8.41 sqm �oor area, is a blue print for sus tain -
able archi tec ture, high light ing the poten tial of bam boo struc tures to seam lessly integ rate within
urban land scapes.
The cen ter’s dis tinct ive design fea tures a long gable roof, sup por ted by wing-like diag onal struts
that extend from the studs to the roof frames, blend ing aes thet ics and func tion al ity. Base, a non-
pro�t organ iz a tion ini ti ated by the Hilti Found a tion, provides altern at ive build ing tech no lo gies
that enable a net work of part ners to build com fort able, a�ord able, dis aster-resi li ent and envir on -
ment-friendly struc tures with social impact. To date, it has built over 1,200 homes in 15 com -
munit ies in the Phil ip pines, over 400 homes in four com munit ies in Nepal and two model houses
in India. It also has six bam boo sup ply facil it ies across the coun try and another in Mindanao that is
cur rently under con struc tion.
The Cen ter is part of a lar ger pro gram by Base to con struct bam boo struc tures within the com -
munity in Quezon City, com ple ment ing the exist ing 50 hous ing units and the recently com pleted
com munity cen ter serving as a post-har vest facil ity.
Part of these ini ti at ives is the Plant ing for Pro ductiv ity Project (P4P), a col lab or at ive e�ort
involving Base, Hilti Found a tion, Ayala Found a tion Inc., and the Quezon City Gov ern ment, to build
a more food-secure future for house holds and com munit ies through urban farm ing.
The P4P is stra tegic ally divided into two phases — AgriKaya, which focuses on empower ing
house holds through home-based farm ing, pro mot ing self-su�  ciency and healthy eat ing habits,
and AgriKita, which aims to spur urban farm ing and entre pren eur ship to o�er live li hood oppor -
tun it ies to house holds.
These under tak ings can provide a big boost to mar gin al ized com munit ies, espe cially in the face of
min imum wages fall ing short for fam il ies of �ve to meet basic needs. Stud ies have shown the sig -
ni �c ance of urban farms in provid ing fam il ies with a steady and prac tical sup ply of nutri tious food.
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