
Nine teen female detain ees in Quezon City recently obtained a col lege degree under the city gov ern ment’s
“No Woman Left Behind” pro gram.
The bene � ciar ies obtained a degree in Bach elor of Sci ence in Entre pren eur ship under the pro gram imple -
men ted in part ner ship with the Quezon City Uni versity.
QC Mayor Joy Bel monte and Justice Under sec ret ary Mar gar ita Guti er rez led the gradu ation cere mony held
at the Quezon City Police Dis trict headquar ters at Camp Karin gal, where the QC Jail Female Dorm it ory is
also loc ated.
“It is heart warm ing to see that our PDLs (per sons deprived of liberty) now have col lege degrees. This is
proof that being in prison is not a bar rier to get ting an edu ca tion and achiev ing one’s dreams,” Bel monte
said.
The pro gram provides PDLs with con tinu ing edu ca tion that will allow them to �n ish a col lege degree
through blen ded learn ing or a com bin a tion of face-to-face and online classes.
One of the 19 gradu ates has been con victed, 12 are still detained with ongo ing cases, six have been released
and com pleted the pro gram online, accord ing to the local gov ern ment.
The gradu ates are eli gible to avail them selves of the city gov ern ment’s Pangka buhay ang QC assist ance
pro gram and Tinda han ni Ate Joy pro gram.
They can also apply for employ ment through the QC Pub lic Employ ment Ser vices O�ce once released from
deten tion.
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