
AT least 19 per sons deprived of liberty (PDLs) �n ished Bach elor of Sci ence in Entre pren eur -
ship under the Quezon City gov ern ment’s “No Woman Left Behind” pro gram, Mayor Joy
Bel monte said on Monday.
Held at Camp Karin gal over the week end, the gradu ation rites were also atten ded by Depart -
ment of Justice Under sec ret ary Mar gar ita Guti er rez, Gender and Devel op ment Coun cil Sec -
ret ary Janete Oviedo, QC Jail Female Dorm it ory (JFD) Warden Chief Insp.
Lourvina Abrazado and other key city o� cials.
Dr. Ger ardo Bautista, Quezon City Uni versity dean of Col lege of Busi ness Admin is tra tion and
Account ancy, presen ted the gradu ates, while Dr. Ther e s ita Atienza, QCU pres id ent, con -
ferred the degrees.
“It was really sat is fy ing and heart warm ing too that we have female PDLs who earned a
degree under the local gov ern ment’s pro gram,” Bel monte said.
“This only shows that being a detainee is not a hindrance to pur sue stud ies,” she added.
Of the 19 gradu ates, one has been con victed, six have been released and com pleted the pro -
gram online, and 12 are still detained with ongo ing cases.
As entre pren eur ship gradu ates, they would be given the oppor tun ity to take advant age of
the “Pangka buhay ang QC” assist ance pro gram and “Tinda han ni Ate Joy” pro gram, the city
gov ern ment said.
“Moreover, the lucky gradu ates would also have the chance to be employed through the QC
Pub lic Employ ment Ser vices O�ce once they are released,” the city chief exec ut ive said.
The Bel monte admin is tra tion through the city’s Gender and Devel op ment Coun cil, with the
assist ance of JFD, launched the ter tiary pro grams for PDLs through a con tinu ing edu ca tion
and oppor tun ity to �n ish a col lege degree in two years through blen ded learn ing or face-
toface and online classes.
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