
The duo of Quezon City Mayor Joy Bel monte and Vice Mayor Gian Sotto has �led their respect ive
Cer ti �c ates of Can did acy (CoC) at the Amor anto Sports Com plex as the �rst day of can did acy �l -
ing for the 2025 midterm elec tions kicked o�.
Bel monte and Sotto were accom pan ied by their fath ers former House Speaker Feli ciano
“Sonny” Bel monte Jr. and former Sen ate Pres id ent Vicente “Tito” Sotto and their spouses Ray -
mond and Joy.
In a state ment, the QC mayor stressed that the leg acy of the Bel monte admin is tra tion is not just
about the num ber of build ings and houses built, job and live li hood oppor tun it ies cre ated and
reforms that have been insti tu tion al ized but rather how it improved the lives of QCit izens and
earned their trust in the past �ve years.
“It is the resound ing vote of con �d ence from the busi ness sec tor, even amid the pan demic and
other chal len ging situ ations. Ulti mately, what mat ters most is the last ing impact we have made
on the people we serve,” Bel monte said.
“Did they feel truly ser viced and cared for? Were they given help when they needed it, for edu -
ca tion, trans port a tion, live li hood or until they had a loved one pass away? We can proudly say
that we have provided and will con tinue to provide this type of ser vice for all we serve,” she
added.
Local can did ates under Bel monte’s ban ner local Ser bisyo sa Bayan Party run ning as coun cilors
also went with Bel monte and Sotto to �le their CoCs.
Mean time, QC First Dis trict Rep res ent at ive Juan Car los “Arjo” Atayde has also �led his CoC at
the National Cap ital Region O�ce of the Com mis sion on Elec tions (Comelec) in San Juan City
where he was accom pan ied by Bel monte, Sotto and his fam ily.
The legis lator is seek ing a second term “in order to con tinue the pro grams and projects that
have bene�ted the people of Dis trito Uno.”
Atayde stressed that if reelec ted, he plans to focus to solve the per en nial �ood ing in Quezon
City, aside from expand ing the pro grams that he imple men ted dur ing his �rst term as a con -
gress man.
“To tell you hon estly, I will not pree mpt Mayor Joy’s vis ion, but de� n itely there is a plan, and
that’s I’ve been work ing on,” Atayde said in an inter view. “The city has been work ing on it, of
course, led by Mayor Joy Bel monte.”
Atayde also said that there was already a study on how to mit ig ate �ood ing in Quezon City.
“We just star ted with research about the �ood prob lem of the entire Quezon City. And de� n itely
it is not ali en ated to people in our city that Dis trict 1 is the most a�ected,” Atayde said. “Mov ing
for ward, we would pur sue that project, that prom ise dur ing the cam paign. As years go by, it is
for us to see them that our prom ises are meant to be.”
In other devel op ments, Bel monte’s nephew — Mikey Bel monte — was the early bird in �l ing
his can did acy at Amor anto Sports Com plex.
A last ter mer city coun cilor of Dis trict 2, the aspir ing reelec tion ist came along with his dad
Miguel Bel monte, the pres id ent and CEO of Phil ip pine Star news pa per.
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The younger Bel monte said he will seek reelec tion to �n ished his three terms as a city dad
work ing on steady sup ply of main ten ance medi cine for their con stitu ents and meas ures to pre -
pare the city res id ents for any calam ity spe cially the “big one”, the anti cip ated earth quake
which fault lines runs along the city par tic u larly many areas of Dis trict 2 (Fair view area).
Sen ator Nancy Binay, on the other hand, has also �led her CoC at the Com mis sion on Elec tions
satel lite o�ce in Makati City as she plans to run for mayor.
Over at Manila, Mayor Honey Lacuna and Vice Mayor Yul Servo will be �l ing their CoCs together
between 10 a.m. and 12 noon on 3 Octo ber 2024 at the SM Cinema 12 in SM Manila, vow ing to
con tinue good and hon est gov ernance that is centered on the deliv ery of more basic ser vices for
the needy sec tors, espe cially the senior cit izens.
Navotas City Mayor John Rey Tiangco and his elder brother, Navotas Rep res ent at ive Toby
Tiangco were also among the early �lers of their CoCs.
John Rey, accom pan ied by his wife, sub mit ted his can did acy at the Kapit ba hayan Mul tipur pose
Build ing in Barangay North Bay Boulevard South for a second term.
Coun cilors of Dis tricts 1 and 2, who are mostly reelec tion ists, have also �led their CoCs along -
side Mayor Tiangco.
The Navotas law maker, on the other hand, also seeks reelec tion as the city’s lone rep res ent at ive
and is also the cur rent cam paign man ager of Alyansa para sa Bagong Pilip i nas, the admin is tra -
tion’s sen at orial slate.
In Caloocan City, second dis trict rep res ent at ive Mitch Cajayon-Uy o� cially �led her reelec tion
bid at the Comelec-NCR o�ce in San Juan City. She was joined by Caloocan City Mayor Along
Mal ap itan who also raised her hand after form ally sub mit ting her can did acy. The last day of �l -
ing CoCs accord ing to the Comelec will be on 8 Octo ber 2024.
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