
The local gov ern ment of Quezon City on Thursday is tap ping the city’s 142 barangay gov -
ern ments to aug ment the �ood mit ig a tion e�orts of both the city and national gov ern -
ments dur ing the launch of the “Tang gal Bara, Iwas Baha” Pro gram.
Under the pro gram, Mayor Joy Bel monte has dir ec ted barangays to pri or it ize the clean-up
of clogged drain age sys tems, sew ers and street inlets, man holes and inter cept ors.
“The city gov ern ment can not do it alone. We need all the help of our com munit ies led by
our barangay coun cils to mit ig ate rain wa ter over �ow and �ood ing in our streets,” Bel -
monte said.
“This can be achieved through reg u lar main ten ance of drain age sys tems in their respect ive
jur is dic tions,” she added.
‘The city gov ern ment can not do it alone. We need all the help of our com munit ies led by
our barangay coun cils to mit ig ate rain wa ter over �ow and �ood ing in our streets.’
The mayor cited �ood-prone barangays such as Del Monte, Masam bong, Bagong Sil an gan,
Dona Imelda, Roxas, Tatalon and Apo lo nio Sam son. These barangays su�ered the most
dur ing the onslaught of habagat and typhoon “Carina.”
She added that through the “Tang gal Bara, Iwas Baha” pro gram, it is hoped that des pite
the addi tional volume of rain wa ter brought about by cli mate change, �ood wa ters in these
areas will recede more swiftly.
This pro gram is a joint ini ti at ive of the QC Depart ment of Engin eer ing (QCDE), the
Barangay and Com munity Rela tions Depart ment (BCRD), the Cli mate Change and Envir -
on mental Sus tain ab il ity Depart ment and the Depart ment of San it a tion and Cleanup Works
of Quezon City.
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Based on data from the Engin eer ing Depart ment, from Janu ary to Septem ber 2024, the
local gov ern ment has con duc ted 647 de-clog ging oper a tions. The sludge col lec ted through
these e�orts was enough to �ll 50 garbage trucks.
Since 2023, Quezon City has imple men ted 61 �ood con trol projects con sist ing of road and
drain age projects and water ways infra struc ture.
The QCED also imple men ted green engin eer ing ini ti at ives through 224 rain wa ter har vest -
ing sys tems and 148 pro posed �ood wa ter deten tion basins.
Mean while, the city is cur rently upgrad ing its drain age sys tem in line with its QC Com pre -
hens ive Drain age Mas ter Plan craf ted in part ner ship with the Uni versity of the Phil ip pines
Resi li ence Insti tute.
The plan includes mod ern iz ing the cur rent drain age sys tems of the city in order to address
the worsen ing �ood ing prob lems brought about by more extreme weather con di tions.

- Flood control / Hydraulic engineering
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