
The Phil ip pine Found a tion for Vac cin a tion (PFV) hos ted a media forum, unit ing vari ous sec tors to
accel er ate cer vical can cer elim in a tion e�orts amid a rising incid ence of 15 cases per 100,000 women,
aim ing to make this a national health pri or ity.
In col lab or a tion with vari ous med ical soci et ies, the Depart ment of Health (DOH), and the Depart -
ment of Edu ca tion (DepEd), the “Isang Boses Laban Sa Cer vical Can cer” ini ti at ive emphas ized their
col lect ive com mit ment to advan cing HPV vac cin a tion, screen ing, and treat ment to elim in ate cer vical
can cer by 2064.
PFV pres id ent Dr. Rose Caped ing com pared the event to a prom in ent pink chair on stage dur ing the
open ing remarks, sym bol iz ing that while cer vical can cer patients and sur viv ors may not be phys ic -
ally present, the insights and com mit ments made are ded ic ated to them.
“The path to elim in at ing cer vical can cer is not just a med ical chal lenge but a moral respons ib il ity to
owe. We owe every Filip ina the right to empower ment, edu ca tion and pro tec tion for her future. [This
is] why we unite our voices today to pro tect our future with action,” added Dr. Martha Aquino, the
vice pres id ent of the Phil ip pine Infec tious Dis eases Soci ety for Obstet rics and Gyneco logy (PIDSOG).
This event marks a sig ni �c ant advance ment for the med ical �eld and all Filip i nas, as the Phil ip pines
has the low est HPV vac cine cov er age among low- to middle-income coun tries, with only 23 per cent
of the tar get female pop u la tion receiv ing the �rst dose and just �ve per cent com plet ing the �nal
dose, accord ing to a 2022 study in Fron ti ers in Medi cine.
“This event is about pre serving the bond of fam il ies, allow ing women to thrive and con tinue to live
in soci ety. [...] We can not let this con tinue [cer vical can cer] to our mother, sis ter, aunt, cousin and
friend. Let us honor those we lost by pro tect ing those we love,” Dr. Mar gar ita Luisa Alf onso said.
HPV vac cin a tion
Human papil lo mavirus (HPV) is the lead ing cause of cer vical can cer, claim ing 12 Filip i nas’ lives daily,
yet nearly all cases are pre vent able through vac cin a tion, which sig ni �c antly reduces infec tion risk
and o�ers a crit ical oppor tun ity to save thou sands from cer vical can cer and related dis eases.
In response to this pub lic health chal lenge, the World Health Organ iz a tion (WHO) launched the
Global Strategy to Accel er ate the Elim in a tion of Cer vical Can cer in 2020, aim ing for 90 per cent of
girls fully vac cin ated with the HPV vac cine by age 15, 70 per cent of women screened by ages 35 and
45, and 90 per cent of women with cer vical dis ease receiv ing appro pri ate treat ment by 2030.
The Phil ip pines faces sig ni �c ant chal lenges in cer vical can cer pre ven tion, with only 33 per cent HPV
vac cine cov er age for girls and a screen ing rate of less than one per cent for women. This cir cum stance
high lights the urgent need for stronger ini ti at ives to improve vac cin a tion and screen ing access; if
fully imple men ted, these e�orts could elim in ate cer vical can cer by 2064, poten tially pre vent ing
970,000 deaths.
This is why the forum emphas ized integ rat ing the nine v al ent HPV vac cine into the national immun -
iz a tion pro gram. This vac cine o�ers broader pro tec tion against emer ging high-risk HPV types,
includ ing 31, 45, 52 and 58, which have become more pre val ent in the Phil ip pines. Already avail able
in private health care since 2017 and pre-qual i �ed by the WHO, the nine-valent vac cine is essen tial to
the coun try’s cer vical can cer pre ven tion strategy.
“Vac cines are import ant tools for our chil dren’s pro tec tion. Vac cines are invest ments for our chil -
dren’s future. We have a weapon of mass pro tec tion with HPV vac cines,” DoH Med ical O�cer IV Dr.
Car mina Paz Vera said, not ing that HPV vac cines are free for girls aged nine to 14 at health cen ters
nation wide.
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Bey ond Stat ist ics
Eden Lucero, a grand mother and cer vical can cer sur vivor, shared her exper i ence bat tling the dis ease,
emphas iz ing that the bur den extends bey ond stat ist ics. In a pre-recor ded video, she high lighted the
import ance of shar ing her story to human ize the issue and raise aware ness.
“Out go ing ako na tao. Mahilig ako pumunta sa mall, mag bakasyon kasama ng mga anak ko at kaibi -
gan, tumulong sa city jail, orphan age, home-aged at tsaka sum ama rin ako sa med ical
mis sions. Pero sim ula nung nagka-can cer ako, mara m ing nag bago sa buhay ko — naka-stay na lang
ako sa bahay ko, ‘di na ko nakakasama sa mga dat ing nagagawa ko sa labas (I’m an out go ing per son.
I love going to the mall, going on vaca tions with my kids and friends, help ing at the city jail, orphan -
ages and homes for the aged, and I also par ti cip ate in med ical mis sions. But ever since I was dia -
gnosed with can cer, a lot has changed in my life — I mostly just stay at home now, and I can’t join in
the activ it ies I used to do out side),” Eden recalled.
This change a�ected her not only phys ic ally but also emo tion ally and men tally, lead ing to a dia -
gnosis of anxi ety and depres sion, accord ing to her psy chi at rist.
Like the once out go ing Eden, Can cer War ri ors chief exec ut ive o�cer Car men Auste shared her jour -
ney from being a vic tim of can cer to becom ing a vic tor who advoc ates for a cer vical can cer free future
for all Filip i nas.
She high lighted how her di�  cult exper i ences motiv ated her to cham pion causes that alle vi ate the
impact of can cer and HPV in the coun try.
“Ang HPV ay nakakasira ng buhay, love life at men tal health, kaya ko ‘to nilalaba nan para mae lim in -
ate natin ‘to (HPV des troys lives, love lives, and men tal health, which is why I’m �ght ing this so we
can elim in ate it,” she said, under scor ing that all women or per sons with a cer vix are at risk for the
dis ease.
Fight ing stigma
Quezon City coun cilor Charm Fer rer, a cer vical can cer sur vivor and pub lic health advoc ate, under -
stands the urgency of com batting this deadly dis ease, lead ing her e�orts to pass a ground break ing
bill aimed at cer vical can cer elim in a tion.
Last month, she launched a vac cin a tion road show in Dis trict 1 of Quezon City, a �ve-week ini ti at ive
run ning every Tues day from 9 July to 6 August, designed to com bat HPV.
As the �rst pro gram of its kind among local gov ern ments in the Phil ip pines, this mobile road show
brings essen tial immun iz a tion ser vices dir ectly to the com munity. By mak ing vac cines access ible to
young girls aged nine to 14, the ini ti at ive — sup por ted by the Quezon City gov ern ment, Quezon City
Health O�ce and barangay cap tains — high lights the crit ical role of pre vent ive health care in redu -
cing cer vical can cer incid ence.
“Last 9 July, we con duc ted mass vac cin a tion… 37 barangays [in QC] sabay-sabay kam ing kumuha ng
mga bata para sabay-sabay sil ang bak u n ahan (We all took the chil dren together so they could get
vac cin ated at the same time),” the QC coun cilor shared. “Vac cin a tion is our �rst step.
Wala masy ado (Not much) advoc ates for cer vical can cer because there is stigma and bul ly ing. We
�led a local bill so it can advance nation ally,” she added.
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