
Pres id ent Mar cos on Fri day con ferred the 2024 Gal ing Pook Awards, recog niz ing out stand ing local gov -
ern ment pro grams in health, edu ca tion and other ser vices.
It may have been a week of wide spread calam ity that once again tested the lead er ship espe cially of local
gov ern ments.
But per haps it was also an oppor tune time to recog nize some of their achieve ments.
A com pre hens ive breast can cer screen ing and treat ment pro gram for women in Taguig City and a pro tec -
tion pro gram against child abuse, exploit a tion and viol ence in Valen zuela City.
These were among the ini ti at ives cred ited to the win ners of the 2024 Gal ing Pook Awards, which recog nize
out stand ing local gov ern ment pro grams that o�er solu tions toward the e� cient deliv ery of ser vices.
Pres id ent Mar cos led the award ing cere mony in Malacañang on Fri day, describ ing those who helmed the 10
out stand ing local gov ernance pro grams as “lead ers and vis ion ar ies.”
“We stand at the heart of gov ernance—where big ideas from our local gov ern ment units and devel op ment
part ners come to life ... These pro grams prove that when local lead ers rise to the occa sion, when they
embrace cre ativ ity and resource ful ness, real change can hap pen,” he said.
Innov a tion, com munity e�ort
Estab lished in 1993, the Gal ing Pook Found a tion (GPF) received 147 applic a tions for this year’s awards
from 111 local gov ern ment units across the coun try, and this was whittled down to 18 �nal ists. A joint
project of the Depart ment of the Interior and Local Gov ern ment, (DILG) DILG Local Gov ern ment Academy,
Ford Found a tion, aca demic insti tu tions, and gov ernance advoc ates, Gal ing Pook is aimed at incentiv iz ing
innov a tion and com munity par ti cip a tion in the local gov ern ments.
The Found a tion said this year’s awardees “re�ect a diverse range of ini ti at ives, from envir on mental sus -
tain ab il ity and child pro tec tion to edu ca tion and inclus ive eco nomic growth.”
“These pro grams have proven that local gov ern ments can be key drivers of change in their com munit ies
when they pri or it ize col lab or a tion, inclus iv ity, and innov a tion,” GPF said in a state ment.
From edu ca tion to envir on ment
This year’s Gal ing Pook win ners are the fol low ing:
The Bal anga Com munity-based Eco tour ism Zone in Bal anga City, Bataan, which com bined envir on mental
con ser va tion and local eco nomic devel op ment to become a model for sus tain able eco tour ism.
“Breath ing Life into the Ayta Mag bukun: A Col lab or at ive Ini ti at ive for Lan guage Res tor a tion in Bataan”—a
cul tural pre ser va tion ini ti at ive in the province inten ded to restore and revital ize the Ayta Mag bukun lan -
guage.
“Project Teach ing Oppor tun it ies: Pri or it iz ing Illit er acy in Cabagan, Isa bela,”—an edu ca tion pro gram
which tackles illit er acy through “tailored” learn ing inter ven tions for mar gin al ized and dis ad vant aged
pop u la tions.
The Kapa long Col lege of Agri cul ture, Sci ences and Tech no logy, the �rst Local Col lege in the Davao region
(in par tic u lar, the muni cip al ity of the same name in Davao del Norte), which pion eered access to higher
edu ca tion in agri cul ture and sci ences for under served com munit ies.
“Sav ing Kan: A Love Story In Ormoc Bay,” a rehab il it a tion pro gram for mar ine mam mals and rep tiles that
serves to pro tect and restore mar ine biod iversity.
“Pag-asa sa Bagong Bahay in Pandi, Bulacan,”—a hous ing pro gram that also fosters a sense of com munity
and empowerThe ment among its bene � ciar ies.
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The Puerto Galera Waste Water Man age ment pro gram in Puerto Galera, Ori ental Mindoro, which addresses
wastewa ter man age ment chal lenges in a tour ist-heavy des tin a tion while pro mot ing pub lic health and
envir on mental sus tain ab il ity;
The Quezon City Birth Regis tra tion Online, a digital birth regis tra tion ser vices to ensure that every child’s
right to iden tity is ful �lled.
The Ating Dibd ibin Pro gram of Taguig City, a com pre hens ive breast can cer con trol pro gram which helped
increased the breast can cer screen ing rate in the city to 8.48 per cent, or four times greater than the
national aver age, and reduce breast can cer mor tal ity to 17 per cent, lower than the national aver age of 36
per cent.
“Safe Spaces, Safe guard ing Chil dren: Strength en ing LGUled Comunity-Based Child Pro tec tion in Valen -
zuela City,” a com pre hens ive child pro tec tion pro gram against child abuse, exploit a tion and viol ence.
Valen zuela City pro gram received a Spe cial Cita tion on Par ti cip at ory Gov ernance in recog ni tion of its
e�orts to “empower com munit ies through inclus iv ity, equity, and act ive cit izen par ti cip a tion in local gov -
ernance pro cesses.”
‘Cre at ive think ing’
The Pres id ent hailed the awardees for their “very innov at ive and out-of-the-box think ing,” as he urged
local exec ut ives to be “lead ers, innov at ors and true pub lic ser vants” who will “step for ward and lead the
change.”
“What I par tic u larly admire about the Gal ing Pook Awards is that it is not about check ing boxes or meet ing
quotas—it’s about cre ativ ity and cour age in gov ernance. And in the new world after the pan demic, innov a -
tion and cre at ive think ing are going to be the key in every aspect of our lives. It tells us that it is not enough
to gov ern for the people; one must gov ern with the people,” Mr. Mar cos said.
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