
Last of two parts
SHE is a leader. While listen ing to the state of the city address last Octo ber 21, and amid the
search for new lead ers for this coun try, I couldn’t help but dream that a Joy Bel monte
brand of lead er ship could be seen in national mag nitude. She is run ning for a last term as
mayor lit er ally unop posed.
Mayor Joy is recog nized by the United Nations Envir on ment Pro gram and is now lis ted as
one of the 50 Sus tain ab il ity Lead ers by For bes magazine. She leads Quezon City as one of
the 119 A-list Cit ies.
In last week’s column, I high lighted the excel lent �scal man age ment for main tain ing QC
as a debt-free city, without hav ing to increase any taxes. QC has been cleared with unqual i -
�ed opin ion by the Com mis sion on Audit for four con sec ut ive years and was ranked �rst by
the Depart ment of Fin ance among Highly Urb an ized Cit ies in terms of year-on-year
growth with a 30-per cent increase between �scal years 2022 and 2023.
She leads with tech no logy as a tool to con nect ser vice to QC cit izens and sim pli fy ing pro -
cesses with it. QC has the cent ral ized Helpline 122 for any dis aster or emer gency, includ ing
viol ence against women and chil dren, and online sexual abuse and exploit a tion of chil -
dren, men tal health con cerns and emer gen cies, and gambling addic tion and related harm.
She is build ing a busi ness friendly city receiv ing a Most Busi ness Friendly Local Gov ern -
ment Award from the Phil ip pine Cham ber of Com merce and Industry for two years in a
row, 2023 and 2024. The city is a four-time Over all Most Com pet it ive Local Gov ern ment
Unit (LGU) awardee of the Depart ment of Trade and Industry.
QC has become the Innov a tion and Star tup Cap ital through the Star tUP QC pro gram — the
�rst and the largest of its kind in the coun try — and Pangka buhayan QC. The city recog -
nizes the role of sari-sari store own ers and other nano-entre pren eurs in the eco nomy and
has made them legit im ate busi ness own ers.
Of the P39 bil lion approved budget in 2024, more than half was alloc ated for social ser -
vices: health, edu ca tion, live li hood, hous ing and dis aster pre pared ness. This has been con -
sist ent through the years as she pri or it izes the qual ity of life of the people.
To con tinue, here’s more about how a Joy Bel monte brand of lead er ship is bene �t ing its
QCit izens and how she is cre at ing a tem plate for local gov ern ments to fol low.
Mak ing cit izens healthy
There are more QCit izens registered in Phil Health, as the city is now a uni ver sal health
care-integ rated site. There is an integ rated health inform a tion sys tem. This enables the
use of only one data base for patient records.
There is a doc tor in every two facil it ies, and 79 doc tors assigned to 66 health cen ters.
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There are free main ten ance medi cines for hyper ten sion and dia betes patients. Some
156,000 were recip i ents of free medi cines, with 43 per cent of bene � ciar ies being non-
seni ors.
The QC Human Milk Bank is also a �nal ist in the Gal ing Pook Awards.
QC has Integ rated Can cer Con trol ordin ance, under which more than 56,000 women have
under gone breast can cer screen ing and 14,000 for cer vical can cer screen ing. Proper refer -
rals were made. Klinika East wood, the �rst pub licprivate part ner ship, con duc ted more
than 900 HIV test ings.
She cham pi ons bet ter men tal health sup port in the city. The Health Code has been in place
since 2022 and recog nized as a Hall of Famer in the Light Up Blue Cam paign of the Phil ip -
pine Men tal Health Asso ci ation.
In total, the Quezon City gov ern ment has opened around 210.52 kilo met ers of bike lanes in
the city — which is 60 per cent of its goal of 350 kilo met ers. There are 93 new park infra -
struc ture projects and 14 new parks with land scap ing and per son with dis ab il ity (PWD)-
friendly path ways.
Edu cat ing for the future
Edu ca tion is a top pri or ity in line with the goal to build a future-ready city. The city has a
strong schol ar ship pro gram with more than 31,000 schol ars; more than 11,000 have
gradu ated since it was star ted.
More than 2 mil lion learn ing kits and 300,000 tab lets have been dis trib uted to learners and
10,000 laptops to teach ers. The pub lic schools in the city have 695 high-speed inter net
lines.
The Quezon City Uni versity is recog nized in the 2024 Times Higher Edu ca tion Impact
Rank ings — the only local uni versity — in its e�ort for the attain ment of the Sus tain able
Devel op ment Goals.
QC is rein for cing its com mit ment to elev ate lit er acy and numer acy through the QC tutor ing
pro gram. The goal is zero illit er acy and non-numer ates in the city.
She set the vis ion for zero child labor with the Anti-Child Labor Ordin ance.
She houses fam il ies
She prom ised and delivered dig nity in the set tle ment and hous ing of 27,887 fam il ies
within just �ve years. The city has bought more than 2,669 con domin ium units at Urban
Deca Homes in Com mon wealth, as well as an addi tional 51,712 square meters of land. Two
hun dred sixty-�ve fam il ies were relo cated from the danger zones to reset tle ment sites of
the National Hous ing Author ity in 2024.
Inclus iv ity where no one is left behind
For a more inclus ive user exper i ence, the QC gov ern ment web site — the �rst PWD-
friendly LGU web site in the coun try — has text-to-speech func tions and other access ib il -
ity tools.
There are pro grams for pro duct ive per sons deprived of liberty with live li hood pro grams
and BS Entre pren eur ship under the Quezon City Uni versity, as well as assist ance to solo
par ents, wives of drug depend ents and sur viv ors of gender-based viol ence.
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The waste pick ers are now called resource col lect ors, with train ing in Tesda (Tech nical
Edu ca tion and Skills Devel op ment Author ity) and �n an cial assist ance, and are all
registered with SSS, Phil Health and Pag-IBIG.
With a dec ade of Gender Fair Ordin ance, QC hos ted the biggest Pride Fest ival in South east
Asia — with over 200,000 gath er ing in the city this year to advoc ate for equal ity and free -
dom.
Sus tain ab il ity like no other
The city con tin ues to be recog nized for its envir on ment and sus tain ab il ity e�orts.
Under the Trash to Cash back pro gram, res id ents can trade their recyc lable waste for
“envir on mental points” — which they can use to pay for util it ies and gro cery items. The
“Kuha sa Tingi” pro gram seeks to curb the use of single-use plastics or sachets and has
now elim in ated the equi val ent of100 kilo met ers of sachets.
QC has 31 biod igesters and 224 rain wa ter har vest ing sys tems.
There are more than 25,000 urban farm ers in QC, with more than a thou sand urban farms
across the city, cap able of pro du cing 44,000 kilos of fruits and veget ables for thou sands of
fam il ies. She is lead ing to plant 1 mil lion trees.
City like no other
Solar energy in pub lic facil it ies save the city an estim ated P1.5 mil lion every year. The city
has a drain age mas ter plan with hol istic and data-based solu tions for �ood con trol worth
P123 bil lion.
There is a Project Aurora cent ral ized CCTV net work, addi tional 1,355 street lights to add to
the 4,000 since 2019, and elec tric buses for safe and free trans port a tion.
Mayor Joy Bel monte’s kind of lead er ship is what we need. She has a vis ion of the future, a
con crete plan to execute and the cour age to bring change. She gives so much hope to the
Phil ip pines with her kind of lead er ship as a local exec ut ive.
QC being the biggest city, occu pies the ter rit orial jur is dic tion of 171.71 square kilo met ers,
or 17,171 hec tares, which accounts for one-fourth of the entire National Cap ital Region. It
has a pop u la tion of 3,137,062, mak ing it the most pop u lous city in the Phil ip pines, not
includ ing a vis it ing pop u la tion which moves to the city for reas ons of edu ca tion, work,
gov ern ment trans ac tion or enter tain ment.
One thing is sure. This lady mayor does it well.
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