
THE Quezon City Gov ern ment announced through a state ment that it awar ded a total of P6
mil lion in equity-free grants to six local tech no logy star tups under the “Star tup QC” pro -
gram to sup port and empower homegrown innov at ors as they cre ate impact ful solu tions
for vari ous sec tors.
The �rst and largest local gov ern ment unit (Lgu)-run star tup pro gram in the Phil ip pines,
the pro gram cul min ated in a “Demo Day” fea tur ing tech- driven solu tions aimed at
address ing the most press ing chal lenges across a vari ety of sec tor.
The �nal ists sur pass expect a tions with a remark able diversity of innov a tions, tack ling
issues in cre at ive indus tries, youth empower ment, edu ca tion, dis aster risk reduc tion, sus -
tain ab il ity, �n ance, and inform a tion tech no logy.
From an ini tial pool of 58 applic ants, the �nal awardees were selec ted after a selec tion
pro cess, under went group ment or ship and product devel op ment work shops, and received
needs-based coach ing with industry prac ti tion ers.
One standout �nal ist is “Nyha Robot ics,” a team that �rst made waves as awardees in the
recently launched “Star tup QC” com pet i tion among stu dents. While a newer entrant,
“Nyha Robot ics” stood along side seasoned entre pren eurs and experts in hopes of advan -
cing their cause to make robot ics edu ca tion more access ible to chil dren.
Other not able star tups from this cohort include “Call back,” which aims to pro fes sion al ize
the cast ing pro cess for cul tural work ers, and “Kwentoon,” a star tup that seeks to enhance
youth lit er acy and pro mote Filipino con tem por ary arts through storytelling digital plat -
forms.
Another set of ground break ing star tups include “Lithos Man u fac tur ing,” “Pasa job” and
“Revup Fin ance,” each driv ing innov a tion in their respect ive �elds.
Accord ing to the LGU, “Lithos” tackles cli mate resi li ence with a com pact, port able water
�l tra tion sys tem that provides safe drink ing water to remote or dis aster-a�ected areas.
“Pasa job,” branded in the Gcash app as “Gjobs,” accel er ates job place ments through a
refer ral based sys tem that rewards users with refer ral fees. Mean while, “Revup Fin ance”
revo lu tion izes SME �n an cial oper a tions by cut ting invoicing and pay ment pro cessing
times by 80 per cent.
These star tups exem plify the diverse range of solu tions emer ging from the “Star tup QC”
pro gram.
The Demo Day marked the cul min a tion of an intense and inspir ing jour ney, where these
star tups once again presen ted their busi ness pitches.
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