
The QCinema Project Mar ket, which launched last year dur ing the 11th edi tion of the
QCinema Film Fest ival, unveiled this year’s crop of prom ising hope fuls at a media con fer -
ence. Speak ers Liza Diño, Manet Dayrit, and Ed Lejano dis cussed the projects as well as
other ini ti at ives of the QC Film Com mis sion as part of Quezon City’s bid to become a
United Nations Edu ca tional, Sci enti�c and Cul tural Organ iz a tion Cre at ive City of Film.

Twenty projects and their respect ive cre at ive teams will not just vie for awards and grants,
but will also be given oppor tun it ies for net work ing, meet ings, for ums, present a tions, pan -
els, and mas ter classes dur ing this year’s fest ival.
Thir teen Phil ip pine projects were intro duced. Eve Baswel’s “Bato Bato Sa Langit Ang
Tamaan Magagalit” takes place 12 hours before the col lapse of the Manila Film Cen ter in
1981, focus ing on the con struc tion work ers racing against the clock.
“Anak Alon,” dir ec ted by Mar tika Ramirez Esco bar (“Leonor Will Never Die”), details the
inter con nec ted lives of a tour guide, a pet shop owner, and a �sh vendor.
“My Neigh bor the Gang ster,” dir ec ted by Mario Cornejo, con cerns a young boy whose life
is dis rup ted when a gang ster moves in next door.
Ken neth Dagatan’s “Molder” fol lows a Filipino immig rant in Italy try ing to lift a curse
endan ger ing his wife.
Keith Deli gero’s “Baradero” is a psy cho lo gical period drama con nect ing two troubled men
through a ship bear ing wit ness to the trauma of his tory.
“Ewa” (Eve) by Keith Sicat por trays a sci ent ist stran ded on an alien planet strug gling to
recon nect with her child.
Gab ri ela Ser rano’s “Please Bear With Me” explores a single mother’s life in an altern ate
Phil ip pines where dreams are a com mod ity.
Eileen Cab il ing’s “Lihim Na Luha” explores a father’s dark secret and his fear for his
daugh ter’s future on her 13th birth day.
“Inah ing Baka” by Sonny Calvento tells the tale of a son reunit ing with his mother through
a high-stakes Japan ese game show with sin is ter under tones. “Golden,” dir ec ted by JP
Habac, fol lows home less gay seni ors who revive their drag queen per form ances in order to
fund a dream home.
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Don Josephus Raphael Ebla han’s “Hum” fol lows two run away land defend ers turned rodeo
stars who are haunted by their past.
“Angel De Dios” by Joel Ruiz fol lows a bank rob ber on the lam who forms an unex pec ted
bond with a baby.
And Atsuko Hirayanagi’s “The Return ing” con cerns a home less Japan ese man join ing an
envir on mental char ity in the Phil ip pines, only to uncover a sin is ter cult.
South east Asian projects
Seven South east Asian projects were also unveiled.
Minh-Nghiem Nguyen-Vo’s “Pic ture house” (Viet nam) tells the tale of a young boy who
�nds solace in a movie theater dur ing the tur moil of ’60s Viet nam. Danech San’s “To
Leave, To Stay” (Cam bodia) fol lows the frantic search for Mera, who van ishes after trav el -
ing with a friend to meet a sol dier.
“The Beer Girl in Yan gon” (Myan mar, Indone sia), dir ec ted by Sein Lyan Tun, con cerns
Lily, a 17-year-old nav ig at ing work, love, and hal lu cin a tions after her father’s arrest for
polit ical act iv ism.
Ananth Sub ramaniam’s “The Pass port” (Malay sia) fea tures a punk rocker’s struggle with
cul tural expect a tions from within his fam ily and com munity.
“Future Laobans” (Myan mar) by Maung Sun depicts the dan ger ous jour ney of three teen -
agers in a jade-min ing town as they pur sue dreams of for tune.
“I’ll Smile in Septem ber” (Singa pore, India) by Aakash Chh abra revolves around a brass
band player’s jour ney through heart break, tooth loss, and self-dis cov ery in Old Delhi.
And “Other People’s Dreams” (Singa pore), dir ec ted by Daniel Hui, depicts two souls sur -
viv ing in the shad ows of Singa pore by blend ing into the rhythms of the dream ing city.
Post pro duc tion ser vices
Ten awards are up for grabs, giv ing funds as well as post pro duc tion ser vices. Three Filipino
projects will receive the QPM-PH Co-Pro duc tion Grant, with each project receiv ing P2
mil lion. Mean while, the QPMSEA Pro duc tion Prize will grant P1 mil lion to one out stand ing
South east Asian project and P750,000 each to two oth ers.
The TAICCA Award gives a cash prize of $5,000, and one project will receive the Nathan
Stu dios Devel op ment Prize of P250,000. The remain ing awards provide a vari ety of ser -
vices such as post pro duc tion sup port, sound post pro duc tion, color cor rec tion, as well as
cam era/equip ment rental.
Two projects from the inaug ural batch last year are part of this year’s QCinema lineup:
Truong Minh Quy’s “Viet & Nam” and Loeloe Hendra’s “Tale of the Land.” Both are in the
Asian Next Wave sec tion, where Project Mar ket can did ates are expec ted to com pete within
two to three years.
An ambi tious ven ture that’s already see ing a return, the QCinema Project Mar ket is mak ing
strides in bol ster ing regional ties within the �lm com munity, strength en ing part ner ships,
and cre at ing new ones between �lm makers and industry pro fes sion als. Aim ing to foster
even more pro duct ive rela tion ships, the mar ket looks for ward to what future projects will
inspire the next crop of cre at ors and �lm makers.
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