
LIBRARIES have always been con sidered as inform a tion hubs. Their role in provid ing equit able
inform a tion are essen tials in both rural and urban areas, but their import ance in rural areas is
more import ant than that of urban areas.
Rural areas are places where access to inform a tion, edu ca tion, and tech no logy is often lim ited. It
is said that sig ni fic ant por tions of the world’s pop u la tion still reside in rural areas. Mostly,
people in rural areas face numer ous chal lenges like basic health facil it ies, edu ca tion, trans port -
a tion, load shed ding, lib rar ies and so on. Nev er the less, digital inclu sion, com munity devel op -
ment and lower lit eracies are some burn ing issues of every rural area.
In a coun try like Pakistan, most people are liv ing in rural areas where they face diff er ent chal -
lenges like qual ity health facil it ies, load shed ding, poor infra struc ture, edu ca tion and lib rar ies.
In com munity devel op ment, the role of lib rar ies is cru cial, but a sig ni fic ant por tion of the rural
pop u la tion lacks access to these essen tial ser vices.
Rural lib rar ies serve as vital hubs for social pro gress, empower ment, and learn ing. However,
they have largely been over looked by gov ern ments. A key role of rural lib rar ies is to bridge the
inform a tion gap between urban and rural com munit ies, ensur ing equit able access to know ledge
and resources. In many developed and devel op ing coun tries, sev eral oppor tun it ies have been
exten ded to the people of rural areas, like access to clean waters, basic health com munit ies, edu -
ca tional insti tu tions and reli able inter net ser vices; however, in Pakistan, the situ ation is totally
diff er ent.
Rural lib rar ies have received no atten tion from either the pro vin cial or fed eral gov ern ment. Lib -
rar ies provide a space where indi vidu als, par tic u larly stu dents and research ers, can access the
wealth of know ledge through the rural lib rar ies. Lib rar ies in rural areas play a vital role in sup -
port ing local com munit ies and con trib ut ing to the coun try’s lit er acy rates. Many com munit ies
in Pakistan lack proper schools or suff er from poorly equipped edu ca tional insti tu tions.
Rural lib rar ies can engage chil dren and adults through read ing pro grams, book clubs, work -
shops, and skill-build ing ini ti at ives, provided the gov ern ment pri or it izes their role in improv ing
socio-eco nomic con di tions. Lib rar ies in rural areas serve as a gath er ing place where people
engage in dis cus sions, work shops, and com munity events. Lib rar ies in rural com munit ies can
serve as career cen ters by provid ing access to busi ness-related inform a tion and offer ing job
search assist ance through local news pa pers.
With rapid advance ment in tech no logy, lib rar ies in rural areas can provide inter net facil it ies and
digital resources to the local com munity. As we know, rural areas in Pakistan are facing a sig ni -
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fic ant digital divi sion due to poor infra struc ture and lim ited tech no logy lit er acy. Lib rar ies in
rural areas can equip the local com munity with Inform a tion and Com mu nic a tion Tech no logy
(ICT). Inform a tion Tech no logy can help them to bridge the digital gap between urban and rural
areas. Such ini ti at ives will not only enhance the digital lit er acy of the rural com munity but also
cre ate oppor tun it ies to put them in the global know ledge eco nomy.
Rural lib rar ies have the poten tial to empower mar gin al ized groups, includ ing women and
under priv ileged com munit ies. In many rural areas of Pakistan, girls and women have lim ited
access to edu ca tional oppor tun it ies due to their cul tural and fin an cial bar ri ers. It is the respons -
ib il ity of the gov ern ment of Pakistan to provide them safe spaces where women and under priv -
ileged com munit ies can access edu ca tional resources free of cost, par tic u larly in dis cus sion pro -
grams and skills devel op ment ini ti at ives. This step can be help ful for gender qual ity and social
inclu sion.
Lib rar ies are vital hubs for com munity devel op ment. The gov ern ment should recog nize and
sup port the under served rural pop u la tion as an integ ral part of soci ety. Rural areas are facing
numer ous chal lenges like inad equate fund ing, trained per son nel, and insu�  cient infra struc ture
for schools in rural areas, des pite the immense chal lenges to the gov ern ment of Pakistan, lib -
rar ies will enhance their socio-eco nomic lives.
By extend ing its ser vices to rural areas, the gov ern ment can help bal ance pop u la tion dis tri bu tion
and reduce urban over crowding. Lib rar ies in rural areas are not just build ings with books. They
are true centres of know ledge for the empower ment and pro gress of the rural pub lic. Rural areas
are the back bone of our nation; neg lect ing them will not only cre ate chal lenges for the gov ern -
ment but also widen the digital divide between urban and rural com munit ies. It is the
governmentês respons ib il ity to invest in and develop lib rar ies and edu ca tional insti tu tions in
rural areas. Ensur ing the sus tain ab il ity and expan sion of rural lib rar ies can sig ni fic antly con -
trib ute to redu cing inequal it ies and provid ing inclus ive devel op ment.
As men tioned earlier, the major ity of our pop u la tion resides in rural areas. However, essen tial
ser vices such as health care, edu ca tion, clean water, and lib rar ies are fun da mental rights for
rural com munit ies, just as they are for urban pop u la tions. The gov ern ment and poli cy makers
must recog nize the crit ical role of lib rar ies with the help of pub lic and private part ner ships,
com munity engage ment, and innov at ive fund ing mod els to sus tain a bet ter future for the rural
com munity. Moreover, the gov ern ment should extend inter net ser vices to empower the youth in
rural areas.
By extend ing its ser vices to rural areas, the gov ern ment can help bal ance pop u la tion dis tri bu tion
and reduce urban over crowding. Lib rar ies in rural areas are not just build ings with books. They
are true centres of know ledge for the empower ment and pro gress of the rural pub lic. Rural areas
are the back bone of our nation; neg lect ing them will not only cre ate chal lenges for the gov ern -
ment but also widen the digital divide between urban and rural com munit ies. It is the gov ern -
ment’s respons ib il ity to invest in and develop lib rar ies and edu ca tional insti tu tions in rural
areas. Ensur ing the sus tain ab il ity and expan sion of rural lib rar ies can sig ni fic antly con trib ute to
redu cing inequal it ies and provid ing inclus ive devel op ment.
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