e

I

9 8 7701191 657006
ISSH 0119 657X

OUTSIDE
METRO MANILA: P140

Viimmmommerm

-

SONNY BELMONTE ;
DONITA ROSE e
FRANCIS RICCIARDONE,
LOIDA NIEDLAS-LEWIE?;Z: 4
ALI KHAN MAMAKAEV |
ANDREA DEL ROSARIO
HONEY GIRL DE LEON

PIA GUANIO

BERT LINA
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The Tudor Monarch

® Constructed of stainless steel : * Scratch-proof synthetic sapphire crystal.

* Screwdown winding crown. * Bezel available with diamonds.
* Water-proof-tested to 50 meters. * A variety of dials to choose fram.

For service, please contact the Tudor Service Centre:
Corinthian Plaza, G/F, 121 Paseo de Roxas, Makati City Tel: 811-3320

PURCHASE TUDOR TIMEPIECES AT THE FOLLOWING OFFICIAL TUDOR RETAILERS:

RONOS HOUR GLASS CENTER MULTI-TIME EMPORIUM WASHINGTON WATCHES & JEWELRIES
evel R1, Power Plant Mall, - Level 2, Mega A, SM Megamall - G/F, SM Cily. Norih'Edsa, Q.G - 5/F, Shangri-La Plaza Mail
Rockwell Centar : - Level R1. Power Plant Mall,

LUCERNE JEWELLERS WASHINGTON JEWELRY EMPORIUM  Rockwell Center
RYSTAL CARAT - GIF, Glorietta 4. Ayala Cenler . - Level 3, Mega B, SM Megamall
pper GIE; S City, Hoilo City -~ - Level 2, Shangri-La Plaza Mall - North-Mall, Alabang Town Center
- Level 2, Expansion WMall, - GIF, Glerietta 4, Avala Cenler
REENHILLS WATCH CENTER  Alabang Town Cantar : = GiF, Harrison Plaza
iF, \irra Wall, - G/F, Ayala Center, Cebu
reanhills Shopping Center L
L




MWW O MONTELANC . COM

Montblanc ®

a7

ﬂuﬂ_&lﬂ Makati (632)813373g - Shangri-La Plaza (6326334636 + Alabang Town Center (63208505532 « Harrison Plaza (63z)s21m140 » Cubac {632)g11240
and in Mentblanc Shops - Rockwell Power Plant Mall (63218082347 « Robinson's Flace Manila
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What makes a “Sonny” day
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FIERCE AND FABULOUS
Malu Fernandez can be merry, after all

ANDREA DEL ROSARIOD
In perfect form

TERIYAKI BOY
Turning Japanese

DISCOVERY SPA
Life can be stress-free

CYNDY TAN-JARABATA
Lady on top
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Speedy does it
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On the dean's list

IVY AND CYNTHIA ALMARIO
Designing sisters

NICK DE LANGE
Tables, chairs and more

SHANTHA SINHA
Shares her lesson plan

OH, YES! IT'S JOHNNY!
A toast to Hunter Valley
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For beauty and luxury
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Time and again
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MASTERPIECE
CALENDRIEA RETROGRADE

FPassion for Details: reliogade
date indicator. powar rasernve
Indicater, amall seconds, hand-
dacoratad hand-wound movesmen
www,mausicelacrolx.com

NO ONE CAN TURN |BACK TIME. BUT WE CAN| MAKE IT SPRING BACK. | |

MAURICE LACROIX
: = "-"Svirr':.iéfhj.ﬁd_; iEEE
- 111;«,-_:5};;51@;‘5 Class

Oficiel Servige Center; WATCHWORKS. Level 2, ALl MALL, Aranets Center, Quszon City = - Level 2, AYALA CENTER CEBU,




‘Da
King’

ernando Poe Irs mind
15 set, He's rinning for
president, The anly
question in his mind, as of this writing, is: Sader wivich perie?
“Leanmot ten my back an the people, | cannot be deaf to
their clamor,™ D King™ told PEOPLE Asta during 2 photo shoot
at the FPD studios in Quezon City in late Movember. Al the time,
he was yel o make an official declaration {"Definitely, belore the
cnc of the year,” he promisedy, but the resolve inhis eyes sid it
all.

1 asked him if the desire w help the country's poor was the
driving foree behind his decision (o seek the presidency,

T my sueprise, " Da King™ answered: “Neo, not just the poor,
When [ become president, Twill be president of all, the rich, as
wiell as the poor. The rich, when motivated, will be the foree that
will 1t the poor fromm their poverty, We need the businessmen, the

Photography by TOMMY ZAHLAN; Makeup by LOURD RAMOS af Emghasis

Jobs will come From them,™ he answered. | had expeeted his
battleery o be something like “Ervap para se maliirap,” the slogan
of his friend, former President Toseph Estrada, and was surprised
by his candor

For o, he declines to reveal wlom he listens to Bor advice,

“laet’s put it this way. One of the ways by which [ judge &
person is 1o listen to him talk about others, IF s person constantly
baclmounths arcther, iF he constantly sows intrignes about another
person — especially if he wants o be inomy good graces — then |
dom’t trust him. The nest person he will badmouth could be me,”
says Poe.

He does not consider his political rivals os “enemies.” When
people ask him to hit other political figures who have said nasty
things about him, he tells them, “Heovan s o sile,”

Ioe, who becime “head” of the family when he [ost his
Father at age 11, says he will lead by example.

“When there is no corruption at the top, investors will have
confidence in the povermment,” he says,

Wl this “King™ end up in the Palace by the Pasig?

L

This issee marks the fourth anniversary of PEOPLE Asio
magazine. Cn behalf of our chairman, Max V. Soliven, and the
hoard of Stargate Media Corp., 1'd like to thank all those who
have supported us steadfastly throngh these past four
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Ties of love
by
Cartier

GHFC atachiment,

Tt B
Gl Serew - ol inat

puts a iasting seal on love.

= 0 1969, in Chntier's New York workshops, desianer Aldo Cipullo
E created an onginal bracelet, Unigue and unisex, it wis 1o bacome a
i § syimibol of the seventies, an ode to love, It revolutionized siylistic
tendencies, first and foremost through i1s eval shape, wiich represented
a complele brea from the tiates of the Gmes which preferred chains o

]
Fnginwhits — ou/id bands, curves to straight lines.
i, Eagusti- : = :
cut isrands, Bl Ewas the serews uged to punctuate the designs that iffered the mesl
Oy At hons ;

onginal, dazeling and prominent feaire. This distinctive concept, the
resttbof u ereative chice, consisted, via o motf, of revealing something
nomrdly hidden. ofusing o mechanical pant for something other than it
[t purpeose in Groder totmyveil it intrinsie beauty, A besson i siyle e
history of @ pewelry desigrer which has always dueed to deaw ils
inspiratien from everyday fems, such a5 a horseshoe of the track of &
fank, and o transfirm them info marvels of jeweln: Fhis bracelel s also
and especiallya magnificent and vistonary symbol of smotous devotion,
a precious signof belonging because it takes two to close it A precions
b:mrf uF imc fohe glwu and watn as a symbol of complete adoration.

i ity anid the notion of atschment are ever
pmscnt in- Ihc new Menotie collection, which feaiures vertain
charsctenstics of the screw hracelet, but which has been enhanced with
totiches wf color thieugh the tse of bri ohily-colored gems, e dagzle of
a digmond or the blick of onyx The bracelets are oval and vpen and
elose willi the-aid of & screw ora Litle bar (hat the jeweler lines o the
sige,

Thie litve abs inchudes sings designed with graphical eleganees, sober or
exirvagant creations adomed wilh sovlul cofors and generous forms.
Andd here auin, the screw motif adds its special rowch of perlection Lo
pink or white gold, its visible presence ehancing these elegant and
audacions jewelry craitions

As far the new Hilove ting, itoflers 2 misculing variation on the serew
i o wide, poveerful band thal Terds the fore of real style.

DEC EDﬂE_IJ.ﬁ:N 2004 peopleasiatginetnet | 13



Coffee lovers in this country can now
enjoy an intense taste expericnee with

STARBUCKS DoubleShot
lced-Shaken Espresso. Notonly

will this concoction perk vow up, it will
adaw aliow drinkers Lo cijoy collee,

caramel and vanilla Tavors w the

fullest. Starbucks DoubleShot [eed-
Shaken Espresso is now available in all
Starbucks Codfee shops nationwide,

The lirst
S5LAM N’
JAM
internation|
compelition
hy
Timezone
Australia
Wils
recently
heeld atl the Glorietta Activity Center, This event proved to be one
of the most exciting and breathtaking challenges 1o hil the Slam N°
Tam courts. Hendry Yunanto of Indonesia was hailed champion
while Martin Baltazar of the Philippines came in second place.
David Liman trom Auostralin and Lee Chin Chai won thicd and
fourth places, respectively.

CROSSINGS Duepurtment
Stores and Supermarkels,
[he one-stop shopping haven
(o quality products, makes
the Christmas scason even
more enjoyable with the
many goodies packed in
colorfully designed baskers
that are now available wo
consumers. 50 shop and be
merry! Visit Crossings
Deparrment Stores lecated at Shangri-La Plaza Mall, Rizal
Avenue, Quezon Avenue and Congressional Avenue,

14 | peopleasia@qginetnel DEC 2003/JAN 2004

Prestige Swiss watch manufacturer OMEGA launched its
*Choices” adverising campaign. Stat photographer Avthur
Elportwis commissioned (o shoot Omega ambassadors Cindy
Crawlord, Anna Kournikova and Pierce Brosnan especially
lor the campaign. The new Omega campaign will appear
worldwide before the end of 2003,

Guess who GIVENCHY s new muse is? Hollvwood beauly
LIV TYLER will seon be in the many print ads of Givenchy
perfumes. Feminine, seductive and radiant, just like the scent,
Liv is, indecd, the fitling image ol the 21 century Givenchy
woman. Parfums Givenchy is exclusively distributed by
Rustan’s Marketing Corporation and is available at all leading
department stores nationwile,

- "N_‘;‘H Onits 157 :|I|I'|i\.f|.'|':~;||':,-‘, CRAVINGS

The Salad Capital unveiled a new,
exuberant menu, The new cntrees are a
remaissance of clissic Cravings
favorites, with around 40 lempiations
avilahle o patrons. So celebrate poad
health and Tood at any Cravings outlets
Z located al Katipunan, Shangri-La Plaza

Mall, Tomas Morato, and Fraser Place Serviced Residences, Makati,

ADIDAS recently
hosted the
UNDERSTAND
THE GAME
campaign. Three-
fime NBA star
Dellel Schrempl
cumne 1o the
Philippines for two - ;
weeks o conduct basketball 'md coaching olinics acress the country,







THE BRITISH
COUNCIL,
CANDID
RECORDS and the
NATIONAL
ADVERTISING
CONGRESS |ad
the pack in
highlighting “Music
for Freedom™ as jazz.
saxophonmst Courtney
Pine flew into Manila.
; He performed in an
% : all-star showdoswn
1‘11&%““‘ | with top bocal artists
3 i I vt R anel conductad o
waorkshop on iJnlnmmumu Singer siobahn Pedit and
euitarist Cameron Pierre also joined him an this tour,

SEATTLE'S BEST COFFEE
plays host to a wide varicty of
people. While there are different
kinds of peoaple, ii‘,[_eré: e _v;,i;y_iﬁg
tastes in colfee selection: But
seatfle’s Best Coffee hielieves that-
there s always a n:aﬁn to-drop by
their stores and have a cup of theit
hirews: Check out the latest
addumns to their -:mmamlj.f
updated menu. The branches are
iocated ar Gireenbelt |, SM Pvleﬂma1l Paseo fmtm Rmkmll
]-‘owel Elant Mail and Eastwood Gt Walk -

The BANK

OF THE
PHILIPPINE
ISLANDS
created a new look
for its credit card.
Called the BP1
EDGE
MASTERCARD,
this new offering
gives a4 younger
appearance 1o the
ardinary credil card. The Taunch event ook place in the lagoon
area of Greenbell 3, Makati. Applicants who will be approved
For the BPI Edge MasterCard wntil Sept. 30, 2004 will gel a
special weleome voucher,
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The recent
Spanish Food
and-Wine
Festivil iy the
atestina
alring of
culimary feats
apesrheided
= helhs
PALMS COUNTRY CLUB. During the event. the Palms
Country Clib wined and dined irs mermbes and guests with
the bestof Spain. The Palms Country Club is located at 1410
Lazuna Helglits Drive. Fillnves! Cotporate City. Alabang,
MufEnlupa.

(Caloy Tuason with Margot
“and Rene Garcia

INTERCONTINENTAL
MAMILA and the
EMEBASSY OF
PORTUGAL
successiully mounted
a lwo-week Lestival
showeasing
Portuguese cuisine and
culture, Guests were
treated o delicious Portuguese dishes, lively folk performances
and a colorful exhibit of traditienal Peruguese costumes,

mbassadaor and Mrs. Joao Caetano
da Silva with Jose Mari Chan, Marilen
Tantoco-Valbuena and Victor Valbuena

JEWELMER iz ziving out South Sea pear] pendunts with
its latest Chrstmas oflering lagged “In Good Taste,” By
dining at Le Soallle, Sozi, Ol Swiss Inn, Cena, Masas, Dishg
Red Crab, Seafood Club, Portico: Chatean, Trio, Pasio, Soleit,
Aqua, Il Ponticello and Good Earth, one gets the chance o
win. For more details, see posters at 2] Jewelmer shops.

UNIVERSAL
MOTORS CORP..
assembler and distributor
of Missan vehicles, was
given the “Excoutive Vice
President™s™ award for its
outstanding
performance in 2002, The
company’s sales

ales

supremacy s, indeed,
proof of Missan's world-

Richard ?#‘ ;

arlos Ghosn
and Elizabeth Lee

class guality.
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Finally, the first
Filipino ‘designer’
cosmetics makeup
line is out. Fanny
Serrano, o big
name in the world
of beauty and
fashion, recently
unveiled the
FANNY o G
SERRANO BY FASHION 21 COSMETICS for
today’s Filipina, The new Fanny Serrano by Fashion 21
Cosmetics are available at all the cosmetic and beauty
counters of Walsons, Robinsons and Landimark.

A

The best Cantonese
CULSLIE i3 now
available to those
who enjoy imperial
lauriats. KWANG
TONG brings to
& hearty eaters a feel
= : of Canton, China
as 1l serves
traditional
_a Cantonese cuisine.

The culture of MAGAW is an interesting hlend of Chinese
and Portugoese tradition. This is why Macau is the most
ideal destination for the holidays. It offers bargain shopping,
delicious cuisine and fascinating historical and leisure
tourist spots. Explore the shores of Macao and give yourself
a real Christmas trear at the WESTIN MACAU. Contact
your travel agent or the Macau Government Tourist Office
at tel. nos. (0238302005 and (G2)8308013.

i8 peaploasia@ginetnet  DEC 2003JAN 2004

Created by ROLEX in
1953, the
SUBMARINER
celebrated ies 300
anniversary recently. To
mark the special event,
Rolex launched the
commemorative
Submariner, a Hmepiece
that features a special
green bezel and unigue
hlack dial. This marks
another milestone in the
history of a timepicce
that has become an all-
time favorite. For more
information. please
contact Hope Binay at
(O2ER5TO0E.

Ag the temperaiure
begins Lo drop, Sue
= Deviil, celebrity
s makeup and founder
of SUE DEVITT
STUDIO introduces
- “lourney to the
Tewels of Africa”
makeup line, A
collection of rich
shades and huoes,
SUE DEVITT
STUDIO takes beauty 1o the exotie land of Africa. SUE
DEVITT s new callection will be available at Beauly Bar
stores loeated at Glarietta 3, Power Plant Wall, Alubang Town
Center, Shangr-La Mall and The Podium.

Valerie delos Santos, Micoletie Belle

and Bianca Valerio

LIZ CLAIBORNE
supports the fight aguinst
breast cancer by selling
specially selected bags anil
using profit from its sales
to buy medication for
around 100 cancer
paticnts, The limited
edition bags come in two
designs — a colorful tote
and a wristlet, Liz
Claiborne bags are
available at Shangri-La
Mall and Glorietta 4.

Susan Aycardo, Beth Romualdez
and Cecile Alvarez




The new world watch

Cherished in Greece.

Treasured in Singapore.

Coveted in Spain.

Now in the Philippines.

globe trotter

“The watch that has seen the world”

A TITAN travel bag is yours for free when you buy a TITAN Watch .

lry Conter, SM Scuthmall

n
Cimlereilo 2 5M Megamnil

CAGAYAN DE DRO &
vola 8 ILIGAN Gaig




Jimmys laugiites 3 musdered {n one of the rough seetions of Boston. Sean, o palicenum, is ssyigntd (o the
case and hisinvestioanon sonsehow leadsto Diave; Jimmy, an ex-conviet, themwants [o ke the law ot his
ewerk hanads, Thee Mewe ok Times say that Mystic Riveras “the rarg American movie fat aspires 10 — ard
achieves — the full weightand darkness of Eagedy.”

MOMNA LISA SMILE
Starring Julia Roberis, Julia Stiles, Kirsten Dunst, Maggie Gyllenhaal

Art istory teacher Katherine Watson {Roberts) arvives in Wellesley College and sees that the instination is
trying to reinforce outdated and sexist behavior to i students, Katherine fakes o the administration and

s pires Betty (Dunst, Joae (Stilesy, Giselle (Gyllenhaal) and the restof her students 1 think cut of the mald
everyone has tried 1o place them i, Set i 1953, the film showenses the fears the world Tas of the changing
position of women in seciety.

OUT OF TIME

Starring Denzel Washington
- Mait i Washington) i the chief of palice in Banvan Key, Fletida, He s s hardworking man who is good in
whal he docs and s respected by-his peers and the community, The town is shocked itk i erel double
Dt ciele. Matt heging the investization and his Tife beging 0 unravel: When details of the case surfuee, all
(e evidence points fo Matt s the prime suspeet. As the stary Takes its twists and ums, speeding wowands i
fhrilling climactic confrontation, it becomes all wo apparent that the truth is on Malt's side — time, howeyver
14 N,

STUCK ON YOU

Starring Matt Damon, Greg Kinnear

The Farrelly brothers are al it again with their, ub, unigue brand of humor, Bob {Daman] and Walt
(Kianenr) Tenor are Stmese bvins who sueceed inalmost anything they do, like cooking and ranning their

5 Lo Tl Loy

owi diner or showing off their athleticism on the iee for their hoekey team. Wall one day de
his dream of making it big in Holtywoaod and deags his reluctant twin along, We can just imagine what son
of things the Farelly beethers have in store in this one,

THE FIGHTING TEMPTATIONS
Starring Cuba Gooding Jr., Beyonce Knowles
Darren Hill {Goading) s just lost s job with a New York advertising fizs and hill colleciors are chesing
i all erver the eity. Just when he thinks he is down for the count, he discovers that he's the only surviving
velative af an gt el had Teft him 8150000, He travels back to his hemetown in Georglato atiend the
el wnd collest his inheritance. He findsout that there is 2smal] cateh in-herwill — Ber wish is Gt hos
3 Hephesw creale 4 chair, enter it in the annual Gospel Explosion and win. He had his work cut out for ham
i - until he meets Lills (Knowles), a heantiful jaes singer with 4 voice (o match, Afler getling to know her
more, Dirrin learns of the more impartat tings in e “The whole filie i about communily,” Gooding says. *IEs also ahout how & man can
rediscaver his lile by going hack home where he finds himsetl through Gnding the talent within olhers,”

SCHOOL OF ROCK
Starring Jack Black
Citarist and vocalist Dewey Finn (Blackd just got fired fram bis OWN rock band, Experiencing meney
prohlems, he takes a job as a substitute teacher Gactually, he pretends to be a subsbitue teacher) inoan uptighl
private school. He encourages his students 1o loosen up and discover the wilder and maore spirited side of life
with music. He also tries 1 recruit a nine-year-old guilar prodigy 1o become the lead guitarist in the band and
help him win the “battle of bands” and reestablishing himsel!as a socker.

fEEzeeE

B
r

{ ) film enthusiasts for screeni
ble during the aft g talk ions include the Magdalene Sisters. Behind the Sun, Titu

For more information, please call (02) 817-5670 and loek for Mark Dy,
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e’y the world’s preeminent cellist and best-
selling classical recording artist, He has been
showered with superlative praises and awards
. = across the globe, whether for his solo
performances or collaborations with fellow-artists or orehestra.
TIME magazine dubbed him one of Asia’s heroes for his landable
efforts net only to hridge cultures through music but 1o enrich
cultures through education of young musicians, And in a
testament to a popularity that transcends his classical roots, this
Harvard-educated musician was even voled by PEOPLE
magazine in 2001 as one of the world's Sexiest Men Alive.

So when the 48-year-old Yo-Yo Ma strode into Taipei’s
Landis Hatel for a presseon for his concert An Evening of Latin
American Music last October, the excitement was almost
palpable among the mainly Chinese journalists and
photographers covering the event. Afier all, even i he was born
in Paris and raised in the US, Yo-Yo Ma was born to Chinese
parents and is thus regarded by Asians in general, and the
Chinese in particular, as one of their own,

Thanks to Sony Music (Phils.) of which Yo-Yo Ma is an
exclusive artist and which has arranged the trip, and Philippine
Adrlines which took care of the flight to Taipei, this writer had the
chance to see Yo-Yo Ma up close and personal both in the
presscon and in the concert where he had as co-performers some
af the legends of Latin American music: famed guitar duo, Sérgio
and Odair Assad; respected percussionist Cyro Baptista; Gramomy
winner, composer and clarinet player Paguito D Rivera: one of
Brazil’s hest bass players, Nilson Malta; bossa nova singer and
cuitarist Rosa Passos; and eritically-acclaimed pianist Kathryn
Stott (wha also perform with Yo- Yo ba in his latest recording,
the eritically-acclaimed Obrigado Brazil which features samba,
hassa nova, classical picces and two songs by Brazilian legend Antonio Carlos Jobim).

The verdict? Yo-Yo Ma is a genuinely likeable man. He is very unassuming, effortlessly charming, and tor someone of
his stature, has nary a hint of a star complex, Yo-Yo Ma was only too pleased to share the limelight with his fellow-
musicians, Foregoing talking about himself, he went straight ahead and intreduced his co-performers,

Yo-Yo Ma's wide smile and generous words of praise seemed to convey that it was his extreme pleasure o wark with
the Latin American artists. 1t was as if he was saying, “We're all in music together, and thal’s a cause to celebrate!™ He
paraphrased this sentiment himsell when he thanked his fellow-musicians for being “warm and generous in sharing their
traditions” and adding that by celebrating other Kinds of music like Brazil’s, “We hear more, we feel more, we can give
more,”

The 5RO concert {which also atiracted thousands who watched on a wide-screen at the National Chang Kai-Shek
Cultural Plaza) more than validated this impression, For more than being a showcase of Yo-Yo Ma's cello brilliance, the

musicians’ onstage rapport became a lestament (o e beauly of ensemile music and the Sneer AShE musicrms Tan ol
when they bring out the best in cach other. Which is what Yo-Yo has been communicating to his worldwide audiences all
along - that music is essentially a universal, social freasure, one thal is best nurinred and shared and savored rogeiier.
— Anne Montemar-Cheiondo
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he's sold over 5 million albums worlwide

now, the biggest-selling male debut artist of 2002
returns with his much-anticipated second studio album

LLOSER

featuring the singles
you raise me up
broken :

CLOSER:the special edition

WARNER MUSIC
PHILIPPINES




www.familyfun.go.com
For people who have a need to be wholesome — Family Fun features great crafl ideas, recipes.
travel oplions, enteriaming activities for kids and practical advice for parents, There ars cven
helpful tips about children for every age and stage. Plan a party, buy your kids the best toys out
here, aisk an expert. send a eute E-card or skim through their A-Z index of solutions.

www.liquidgeneration.com

This site is just for pure fun. Rich animation, inferesting reference o pop culture ang even
nutty downloads and E-cards, You'll get a kick out of the amusing quizees and ganes fike
“Sieafried Saves Roy” and “Queer Eye for the Sraight PLME™), Try the “Movie Paster
Game” or find our the ltest from “Suck My News Wieekly™ Flash in one of its funziest.

Epscn Dreamis EMP-TW10

Eoson
Epson introduces three new, exciting gadgets, The Epson Dreamio EMP-TW L} projector i
described as “designed for the smart heme user who expects the absalute hest for their home

theater entertainment system.” [t offers four color modes — Dynamic, Living Room, Theatre and
Theatre Black that vary the color temperatures and tones 10 suit the room environment, ILcan
project to a sereen up to 300 inches and features a 15-degree vertical keystone correction for |
greater flexibility. The Epson Dreamio EMP-TW200 can move the image 100 percent in image
height upwards, 30 percent downwards, left and right allowing users 10 move the projection
image without moving the prajector. It has five presel modes to suit the room condition — sRGB,
Theatre, Natural, Living Room and Dynamic and uses a newly-developed 0. 7-inch wide LCD panel
with a full 10-bit drive. Both projectors have sleek and intelligent designs that prevent light
leakage. Epson Perfection 1670 Photo is a high quality scanner that is repsonably priced. It
enables scanned negatives to be compiled into digital photo albums for easy photo sharing, 1t e
also restore old and faded photos. The scanner comes with the Epson Smart Panel, a user-friendly
interface that is simple to use yet offers full control over scanned images. 1t also features documenl
management abilities and is able 1o convert scanned images into multi-page POE files. With the
bundled ABBYY FineReader 5.0 Sprint Optical Character Recognition (OCR) software, there 15 M
! need w retype documents — Just scan and allow the OCR 1o convert the document inteo text thatis
editable. Contact (02) £13-6567 for more information on the Epson Dreamio EMP-TW 10 projes:
tor, Epson Dreamio-TW 200 projector and Epson Perfection 1670 Photo.

'Mu[urﬁlufs m‘:!..\-"-l._ifiﬁﬁsl'_pw_i-ﬂi_ét:s-'iﬁ-'he more thai the usual camera-phoene, [ can capture around 32 shots in
f40x 486 pixel resolution and has a large 1285160 pixel screen which supports up Lo 63,000 colors. The

photos can be stored b the E365 photo atbum slideshow and the photo phoneboak caller 1D or you can
crente personal wallpapers and animated sereensavers. Its Iens can double as a cover L0 profect it [rom
seralches and dust, The E365 has 16-channel polyphonic ring tones, along with 40 melodies and sound
effects. Tt has five preloaded full animation sames — Magic, Pacific Storm, Bubble Tea, Bowling and
Big2Garden. And of course, it also has the usval Multimedia Messaging Sysiem {MAMS) feature. Motorola
urges you to experience the difference.
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Time to Choose

It the season of giving
- 'And for those who already have everyihing

I bacomes a matter of choosing

Dasiding which day to go out,
Picking which dress to put an,

Simply choosing the watch for the evaning.

With Timex, you'll never run eut of chales
A shook resist diver's far the athletic anchar,
A chic fashionable piece for the dramatic sctor,
And evan a slylish sparkling gem for the undecided

Box Office queen

Whichevar way thaeir heans doaire
Al three can lake thelr swest time choosing,
Beoause another freadom ane haa with Timex

Is the choiee not te run aut of lime,

Choose freedom, Choose Timex

TECHNOLOGY WITH STYLE

TA s AKWDRE BITUAN - BAGIIG
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PAPER TRAIL

JOSEPH STIGLITZ

Globalization and its
discontents

By Joseph Stiglitz

Joseph Stighiz is the fonmer chief
ceonomist of the World Bank who
famoushy disagresd with-the so-cailed
“Washington Consensis™ — ihe st
ol policies for develeping countries.
agreed upon by the World Bank. the
International Monetary Fond and the
U5, Treasury: tiat has become
synonymots with alabalization or
neo-liberakisnt b this
aroundbreaking baook, the 2000 Nobsat
Prize winner for Economics criticizes
the econoniic palicies implemented
by the Intermational Monetary Fund:
While Stiglitz s carelulto pointout
the many potential benefits of
elobalization. he draves fromn hils own
experience to expose the devastating
elfeces the pew econneie orderhas
had on developing countries and
proposes selotons that ainy lo-give a
voice to those left behind By rapid
industrialization.

Living History

By Hillary Rodham Clinton
Perhaps-the most-controversial First
Lady inhistory: Hillary Rodham
Clinton-phived-akey role in her
tsbamls administation-Clinfon
does nol reveal too moch abeut the
darker details of her pastin her
autoblography-Caving-Hisrory, but her
intelligence and- witniake ita
worthwihile read nonetheless:

b

BROWN

* All books able at Fu

Fowerplant Mall,
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The Da Vinci Code

By Dan Brown

~ Symbologist Rebert Langdon and
eryptologist Sophie Neveu are

bropehi-logetlier todiscover asecret
thatcould-destroy-one of the world’s
mostposecrful religions mshttons.

T ennardo da Vinci s visual pranks in
his cammissioned relzious arlwork,
“the diving propodion number and the

hidden savred feminne™ messages
ini Disney films are onlya fevwof the
clements tnferbwined in this tiveling,
elegantly uuiﬂ_\lrling novel Part
mivstery, part police chase and part
ATl Tl piom and hiskeiry lesson, The
B Vined Code s a page turner for
the most discerning readers:

JOHN
GRISHAM

Bleachers

By John Grisham

Author of The Runaway Sfuey, Tie
Pelican Brief and The Firm, John
Grisham once again penetrates inlo
the emotions of his readers with his
newest bestseller, Bleacheri. A
novel abour lost youth, heroes and
legends of high school foothall.
Girisham brifliantly discusses the
transition boys oo throngh as they
become men. Aleachers is a story
that takes its readers on a trip down
memory lane as it goes ta a place
where the past is still fresh and the
Future is not too far away.



OPENING CEREMONY
Hong Kong
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OPENING CEREMONY
Philippines

How we open up a world of opportunity to local businesses

The key to success in business is understanding your marker, or having
i business partner who does. HSBC has local banks in 79 countrics and
territories around the world, and local people staff them all.
Their insight allows us to recognise business opportunitics invisible 1o
outsiders, and this invaluable informalion is then shared throughout the
HEBC network.
You could say HSBC has more understanding of local markets, HSBC m
globably. than anyone else. Global expertise and local cxperience; it's the
best of both worlds in one bank. The world's local bank
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Photo by Sara Black Makeup by Gigi Gonzales  Styling by Patrick Ty and Corine Alegre for Youngsfar Magazine
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This was 16-year-old Sarita Perez de Tagle's most me
certified hit My First Romance. As the bratty quasi
than made up for what she lacked in screen tme. H
comedie bite to an otherwise sweet and safe relenov
saying, “Who is that gir)?

oh she may soon be typ ]
1 typical teenage girl. She conside )
amusement parks or playing water sports. But for the

et in the way of her carecr or her schoolwork (she's a
Universily).
As a member of Star-Circle Batch 11, Sarita’s future in SHo%
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Sun's Plun 1000
L

Competitor's Plop 1200 S ik

Monthly Service Foe bl i 4] 100

Froe minules 210 181

Free 5 350 450

Huin o Ban P 6.5 F4.50

Hun b other mobiles 700 P a3.50

Sur b ianding #7068 P 550

MR o ®9.00

o0 £ 040 5930 255 Jowinr!

5 HIZN0 wnth FAE fen ming s sguivitond g PO weth aniy 158 frop mice

Why subscribe te the Competitor's Plan 1200 when you can call more for less with Sun Cellular's
Plan 0007 {if you don't believe s, st check out the table and compute it for yourself.)

What's more, Sun Cellular's Free Call Valug atlows you o use your entire Monthly Service Fes
as free minutes on all calls including NBO, 10 or International Roaming. Only after using up
sun Cellylar's Free Cali Value will you beqin to be charged fer calls made in excess of your
konthiy Service Fea, '

Choose the heavaweight monthiy plan Chonse Sun Cellulas

sun

CELLULAR

Everylhing Engertuntis tader the S
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Prominent names in sociely Were privy-{oan

“exclusive and intimate opening of Gueei’s first

store-in the Philippines [ocated in Greenbelt
IV Domenica de Sole, Gueel Group's
chairman and CEQ flew in for the special
event with his wile Eleanor,
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icon by Rogelio Ramilo Jr.

_5 Kris Aquino

15 again the time of year when columnists like
vours truly try desperately hard 1o play Santa Claws and

dole out gifts — well, not really tangible ones but
merely “wishes” — to stars who can buy anything
money can buy, but who can’t, sob and sigh, have

everything they want. Such as what? Such as happiness,

Out there, it can be pretty heady and stars can't tell
anymore what's real and what's not, who their true

friends are and who are pretending to be their “friends.”

That can be very sad and lonely, ‘no?

S0 here is Peephole's “wish Lo fang™ for some stars;

Kris Aquino — A man who will truly and honestly
and sincerely love her... unmarried, please!

Ruffa Gutierrez — Ancther child, as soon as
possible, that will keep her “grounded”™ al home in
Istanbul, her husband ¥ilmaz Bektas® “domain.”

Piolo Pascual — He already has a love child, so
why not an honest-to-goodness girliriend to erase once

and Tor all any trace of doubt and/ar suspicion aboul his,

ehem, "preference.”

Judy Ann Santos — Somebody who looks like
Kobin Padilla, who sounds like Robin Padilla, who acts
like Robin Padilla, who moves like Robin Padilla bu
who is not Robin Padilla {who already belongs to his
wife, Liezl Sicangco).

Al Ai delas Alas — A man all her own, Ancther
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by Ricky Lo

Al Al delas Alas

Diana Zubiri

woman can’t absolutely take the place of a man, can she
{especially during cold nights like we are experiencing
these days)?

Vilma Santos — The governorship of Batangas?

Nora Aunor — A sense of direction, maybe not toward
politics where she doesn’t seem o (it in (she denounced her
friend Erap when he needed her, and other friends, most,
didn’t shet),

Gretchen Barretto — A golden crown she must wear
as soon as she assumes the “queenship™ of ABC 5, Can she
be another Chara Santos-Concio?

Claudine Barretto — A wedding ring from Rayvmart
Santiago.

Munoz brothers Leandro and Carlo — Roles that
can exploit their so far not-so-fullyv-tapped acting talent.
The two guys are genuinely talented and producers should
make use of them, pronto!

Diana Zubiri — A talking doll that will constantly
remind her 1o stay as sweet and as nice and as kind and as
genuine (as i fofoong o) as she is.

Dolphy and Lsa Zsa Padilla — More vears of wedded
bliss {assuming that their wedding scheduled on Dee. 9 in
Las Vegas is pushing through).

There. Cheaper by the dozen. as usuoal,
How 1 wish all my wishes would come true! 4
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Here's an unusual gift idea: Cleaner teeth.

What an interesting tip!

The unique Active Cleaning Tip B
reaches deep down hetween teeth :
to clean hard to reach places.
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f i Create a buzz!

| 5| Cool design. Softtouch
| controls. Non-siip rubber grip.

Battary powered,
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Available at lrese stores:
Rustan's « SRR Freesmart = Wetson's = Mercury Drug = The Lendmik Superarker & Cepariment Shire s Shoswise » Rosingens Sussrmarki & Daparmens Slore  Sous Susenmicket « Gaisana and alle g sunormerkess ngionade







hirty-six thousand. That s roughly how many

matches you'll gel when you type in Denila

Rose's name on yoeur Yahoo! search bar. You can zel a
wealth of Donita stulf on the Internel = photos, articles, hios,
sereensavers, deskiop themes. . name i Type in donitarose.com
and you 'l be (ransported o her official sile,

There’s an all-teo-apparent Donita Rose Ramos Cavetl love
flair that has spread 1o most regions of the werld, owing o her
ery successul stint as long-time MTV Asin VL But like the
compuler pecks and couch potatoes everywhere, we had to accept
the fact that cur Dee (one of Donila’s nicknamess could not be ours
or 50 long,

A soowe corse the Gites and envy Mr, Bric Villarama who
ventually plucked the rose from our midst some (ve months ago.

Just like most newlyweds, Donita was gicdy when we caogh
powith her before her PEOPLE Asig shoot sometime ago, She
onfessed 1o getting o strange leeling whenrever she'd think ol her
ceant change of civil status — ther she’d break inte o dreamy
smile. I just dawned enome last wight tat [am not single
nymore so | have to ask permission rom him belore Tdo hings, |
vz hir and he's my priority,”

s, she'd pine for Eric, who was then in Singapore a

nding
1 his job as art director for Farmul8, a design agency. While Eric
a5 accustomed to his new bride’s celebrity status, the couple

ade & conscious decision o see each other as much as possible -
ren 1F it meunt Denita had to turn projects down, “My priovities

‘ //ﬂ.é(gé??ém//
2046

Photography by Xander Angeles

- Many people were befuddled by her sudden move to get married
~ Just as her star was shining the brightest. But Donita Rose's resolve
. was set by her certainty that her fiancé Eric Villarama was “the

- man | was going to spend the rest of my life with.”

are, ol course, God first and ten my husband, then family,
My carcer would come List [ am passionate about what [do
bul its ot my prioriy.

“Peaple were welling me not o gel married vel because
el mess up my coreer, But 1 knew in my heart that the
comborl Tor me was this was the man | was geing e spend
the rest of my life with,” she declares.

[t was, 1o an extent, o matler of cheosing between 1w
foves, [ knew | was ready but 1 was Kind of indenial. | did
not want 1o get marred vet because 1did not want 1o leave
TV

Bt it was time 1o chaose a palh,

“FHost MTY when T got married,” she continues, nol
without a trace of sadoess. "I was o very, very difficulr
tlecision [or me to make because 1really, really liked
working with MTY, But | needed (o ke the next step in my
relationship. [was ready for marriage and 1 was ready 10
like the next step with my lancéd. And it would net be a
eood combination beeause 10 you're a VI on MTV and
vou're married, people won't be able wrelate w that, 'm
moving on but MTY will always be a parl of me.”

Her carcer has seen both meteoric and metimaorphic
risz into multi-national fame. Whe would belicve that she
had her start in the bleachers of That's Enteslaament as a
star-steuck member of the audience? The evolution from
Friday edition face to MTV icon — getting hersell on the =z
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Styling by'

CHECHEL JOSON
Hair and makeup
by LALA FLORES
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dominant. [ always nag him about
cleanliness in the house. We struggled in
[inances so we had to do something ahout
thal. I've leamed submission i that we are
equal but he has the Jast word.”

The support that she gets from him
means the world to Donita as well. “Eric is
my biggest fan,” she gushes. “Whenever he
sees people greeting me, he gets so bilig. -
He signed autographs already [or people,
He would ask me, *Sweetheart, if someone
would ask me (o be an erdisea, would you
allerw me? Canowe be in a movie wogether
and then we'll have a love scene®” He's so
supportive of me. He's so kenghoy and
we're so much alike, We're like the
influential type in that we want w make an
impact an people.”

Are kids an the horizon any time soon?

“Well, there’s a project that 1'm
working on rizht now and it staies that |
can't get pregnant Tor 4 vear and a half. The
funmy thing is that Eric and | agreed thal we
won't have kids for the first two years.”

Donita giggles like a teenager as she
continues: 1 want o have sex in different
countries! Before, we had opportunities Lo
travel together but we did not do that
because it would gel so tempting. S0 we
said that when we get married we were
going to make up for it and have sex i
different countries.”

She seems Lo relish saying the word
like it had been previeusly banned.

“I's such a good feeing 10 know ina
there’s no guill invelved,” Donila
undersceres.

[espite the measured retreat from
shewhiz, Donita's star remains
undiminished. I¥ anything, Donita seems 10
he considering other doors that have opened
for her, Mrs. Villarama is looking into line
production of independent films in the US.
She has been offered to line-produce and appear in a film
written by her bridesmaid, Fil-American scriptwriler Annd
Ramos. Ramos had notched the prestigious Samuel
Goldwyn Award for Writing in 1999 — among three other
sereerwriling awards she has recelved.

She and Donita have been friends [or quite some time.

Agart from that, Donita is also going 1o acting workshops,
and is considering a hosting chore in Indonesia.

Back in Singapore, she finds time 1o continuously
improve hersell. Donita is continuing her voice lessons
with Babes Conde, the top vocal coach in Singapore, She's

| peopeasia@ginetnet DEC 20034AN 2004

|
into a daily fitness regimen, and is even taking up cooking lessons,
Donita is also busy with outreaches for her church — Marning Star

[nternational.

“It's like Donita is entitled to do whatever she wanis o do
now,” she says. “Get jobs for her and you will get your
commission, I1's kind of like an open secret now that [am my own
boss and [ have more time to do the things (at L could not do
biefore.”

S0, hey, we siill have our version of Audrey Hepburn after all.

- Kap Maceda Aguila 4
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The final string of branch
renovations for Oceanic Gifts and
Jewalry has been completed and all
storas nationwide have now been re-
Christened as Oceanic 1911 1o
stress  the  Company's  long-
established tradition of providing
high-quality jewsiry and gift items for
the most discriminata shopper. The
naw stores have basn remodeled
with modern yet classy inleriors and
now share a consistent look. Simple
white backdrops coupled with warm
lighting provide truly eye-catching
showeases to belter show off the
gorgeous products on display within,

General Manager Irene Tuazon
is proud {o say that the sales of
Oceanic  1911's branches have
significantly increased afler the
renovations. “Our walk-in traffic has
really gone up, and | believe this is
mainly due to the fact that people find
the new ambience of our stores
much more welcoming and less
intimidating.” Tuazon adds. We also
have more jewelry and more gift
itemns that appeal lo a wider market.
We bland our staple classics with
fresh seleclions to keep the overall
experience  exciting for  owr
shoppers.”

Indeed, Oceanic 1911 has been
keeping shoppers enticed with their
AWESQME assorimeant of
painstakingly-crafled  mouth-blown
Murano giass products from ltaly of
which no two are exactly alike. These
splendid Murano piecas are now very
much the in thing and come in the
form of clocks, piclure frames, vases,
figurines and art plates of all shapes
and sizes.

Apart fram their Murano
producis and othar interesting lalian
merchandise, Oceanic 1911
continues lo carry a wide range of
zilver items that simply never go out
of style. Tuazon enthuses, “Our
silverplated products ara the forever

\Sjaaréézd wif/L Succedd./

favorites of our

such items convey
{o the recipient a
sense of elegance
and saphistication
that reflects
positively on the
giver. At the sams
lime, thess goods

loyal clientele,

especially when it °
comes fo gift- |
giving  because |

3 Tdouitibiown falian Murano qlass fshes provide fhe porfect
accei 1o any home

are actually much
more  affordable
than they appear
to be and this, of
COUTse, makes
Iheir appeal to
wise shoppers
even stronger.” 3

Asif all thase |
aren't enough to
guaraniee a
sleady stream of
shoppers, Oceanic
1811 also offers &

breathtaking

assortment of sparkling jewelry and
modern ltalian walches that are
simply irresistible. And Tuazon knows

best how o get the customers
hooked. She explains: “We offer
interest-free  lay-away installment

plans {o give our customers shopping
flexibility and convenience. We used
to do this for jewelry items only, but
now we also allow il for our high-
licket gift items since we saw how
much our clienls appreciale being
given this special arrangement.”
Oceanic 1911 presently has 8
branches nationwide and s
successfully winning the loyally of
more and more customers with the
warm, personalized service of ils
well-trained store employees. Check
out thelr stores located at Glorietta 1,
Ayala Center Makati, SM Megamall,
Festival Mall, 5SM  Southmall,

Ganeral Man;ayer.lmne Tuazon
SM Morth EDSA, SM City Manila,
Ayala Center Cebu and Robinson's
Place Bacolod. Do visit Oceanic 1911
now...and you're sure to discover a
beautiful find meant just for you!




DISCOVER THE WORTH OF BEING UNIQUE.
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Styling by ERIC PE BENITO
Grooming by COCO VILLANUEVA
Makeup for Reggie Belmonte by
ABBY SANDERSON of Vivere Salon
All clothes by ERMENEGILDO ZEGNA,
available at Rustan's
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Photography by Bobot Meru

It's not just the tony streets of Quezon City that are being revived by
Mayor Feliciano “Sonny” Belmonte Jr., hailed recently by the DILG as the
country’s ‘Most Outstanding City Mayor.’ The entire city is in a renaissance,
owing to a high revenue collection and efficient basic services. TANYA T.
LARA finds out that life indeed is sweet on the ‘Sonny’ side of the street.

here ure certain events that you remember Tor the rest of your life, says one of his sons in recounting the
abridged version of his life with his father.

“I was playing with a hopper skip, this skipping ball with a ring on one end which you put around your
ankle and a ball on the other end of the rope and you skip with one foot while the other is twisting the ring
arcund. My feet got tangled in the cord and 1 fall on the floor, hitting my head and 1 was knocked out. When

I regained consciousness, [ was in my dad’s arms and he was feeling the bump on my head and he said that [ would be
okay, then he ook us for a swim in my fode Pina’s house in Forbes.”

Some things are indeed the measure of the breadth of one’s memories. The years may pass, the children may
arow deaths in the family may interrupt the passage of lives, but some incidents become the starting point of
how one can best describe a relationship. 1 reminds one of what Mozart said when he was a young boy being taught by his
Tather how to play: That directly after God in heaven comes one’s father,

“I remember that day very clearly like it just happened because my dad was the one taking care of me,” says Kevin
Belmonte of his father, Quezon City Mayor Feliciano “Sonny™ Belmonte Jr.

11s a Sunday and the Belmonte family has gathered in the house Sonny and his late wife Betty built for their children,
In the large compound a tree house still stands today, and on the swing with a discarded tire for the seat sits a grandchild
with his mother pushing the tire. The house is as old as his youngest son, says Sonny, whom they brought home straight
{rom the hospital.

He's tactful enough not to reveal how old the house is.

Of those early days of fatherhood and raising three sons — Isaue, Kevin and Miguel Belmonte — Sonny’s memories
come from another time and place. He remembers watching an inordinale number of Japanese mavies with them, Godzilla,
of course, back when he was a mere rubber Loy superimposed above the screaming heads of Tokyo's citizens. Akira
Rurosawa’s classic Seven Samural. And an unlikely hero called Zatoichi, a blind man with a sword hidden in his walking
cane which he used with incredible precision in battling villains. He was o wandering masseur and a mercenary eured star of
26 sequels, That's a lot of Japanese movies.

The theaters don’t exist anymore, but the memories do. “There was the Holiday Theater along Aurora Boulevard and
the theaters in Manila becanse Dad’s law practice was based in Escolta.” says Kevin, ©1 guess those movies were his
passions as well. We all became experts in Japanese swordsmen. The only problem was that we'd wateh a movie and we'd
come home and practice sword fighting here.”

OF his only daughter Joy, Sonmy remembers this one day at home when he was leaving for work at eight in the
morning, “loy was studying al Poveda then and there wess a home assignment on making paper wallets. When 1 left the >
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Balmente with grandchildren : (Back row) Mikey, Reggie, Paolo and Flannah; (front, from left)

Santi, Kirby, Basti, Louise and Ethan

Christmas decor caurtesy of Rustan's Flower Shop

house, she was sitting at the table working on it and when
I'got back from work she was still at it. 1 was stunned that
at her age she had that kind of focus and concentration.”
With Joy, he shares a passion for history and art. “When
abroad, some people go to the good life right away, Joy
and T go straight 1o the museum or the ruins and muse
haow things must have been before. The British Muscum is
the best for antiguities; for art, the Louvre and the Musce
" Orsay: also the Hermitage Museum in St. Petersburg
and the Pushkin Museum in Moscow.”

Today, the anly children running around the Belmonte
compound in Quezon City are the nine arandchildren.
They fondly call him *Ampa.” short for erandfather; their
grandmother, the late Betty Go-Belmonte who founded
The Philippine STAR, the four grandchildren then called
“See-see,” short for “See you later, see you later,” which
she used to say when she would leave the house.

His only regret now is that as mayor he daesn’t have
as much time to spend with his grandehildren as he'd like,
“They’re all very active in school and are achievers even
at this stage of their lives. I mry to keep in touch with them
and call them from time to time,”

You can 2o up or down the Belmonte Family tree and
you'd see why Mayor Belmonte considers his Family his
greatest achievement. His three sons head the family-
owned Star Group of Companies with Miguel Belmonte
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as president and CEO, Tsaac Belmonte as editor-in-chief of
The Philippine 5TAR, and Kevin Belmonte as president of
philstar.com. Daughter Joy Belmonte is an archeologist and
active in the various civic groups of QC and in the Cuezon
City Ladies Foundation.

“I'm very proud of one thing, Not a single one of my
children is mayabang, not a single ong is particularly
enhanced by the fact that I'm a mayor. We are not in the
politics business, I tell them it's enough thal one of us is in
politics.”

Even in these times of media hype and headline
hogging, Sonny keeps a low profile — so low that he wears
nondescript white, short-sleeved barong fagafor 1o the
office every day, making him virtually indistinguishable
from his driver and bodyguards.

He finds comfort that all his children have turned out 1o
be hard workers and sees a little bit of himself in cach of
them, even, he reveals with a chuckle. his pagka-
lakwatsero. “We're all hard workers. Generally T would say
the hardwaorking ethic came from Betty. Joy virtually works
from 6 a.m. il 9 pom. L eell her, “You'te crazy, you'll get
yourself sick.” But she enjoys it. Betty was like that, she
enjoyed doing so many things, Isaac is a philosopher, he
always tends to look at the irony of things. the joke in every
situation, which is sometimes exaspe ating for people like
us, but he has a very good balance of things. Kevin is ss»
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Belmonte St was a judge, his uncle
and aunt, Pio and Josefing Duran,
were both members of the House of
Representatives, His wife Betty Go-
Belmonte was known [or being
brilliant in business and a woman
wha always rned to God. ]
admired Congressman Pio Duran for
his work ethic and my father for his
love of people. My wile Tor her faith,
If you find yoursell in a tight fix,
there is no better strength than your
own Taith, that's what she showed me
and all of us.”

Growing their publishing
business, however, was also fraught
with sacrifices, Kevin relates how his
parents decided 1o sell the house they
had in Baguio City, which Sanny
built almaost brick by brick, before the
earthgquake in 1990 10 finance the
STAR. This house on a hill was lilled
with memories of summer vacations
~ and Christmases Tor the family,

Baguio City was where Feliciano
Sr. and his wife Luz raised their
brood of eight with Sonny being the
- eldest, 1 was a nice place Lo grow
up. [ enjoyed my childhood, the only
thing 1 missed was the life of a young
adult because [ became a reporler
Swhen Dwas 16 untl [ was 21, then
- got married at 23, [ completely
skipped the period of simply being a
teenager, which was why 1 didn't
want my children to work when they
- were at that age”

_ Sonny’s life as a reporter began
The mayor in the garden of his ; = with a scoop — not his own, bul rather

on City hcnmeét[nsﬂl] ; H' S - g news stary that someonc else
jonny's late wife, Betty, wit stwatch inthis photo: SRS S S
thelr only daughter Joy. - = . Roadistar By Cartier - missed. He was a reporter for The

= Bedan, the high school newspaper of

; San Beda with Ramon Mitra as his
virtually a technocrat, very good with studying complex editor-in-chief and because he was interested in journalism,
economic problems and coming up with practical he went to work for the Manila Chronicle as office boy. The
solutions, Miguel was born with the ability of being good  police beat back then was covered by only two reporters,
with people, magaling sivang makisama sa tao and he One day, the Chronicle’s reporter got scooped. “The paper
has the knack for untangling big problems.” was very shorthanded and so the reporter didn’t think much

Up in the Belmonte family tree, the influence of of it. But the editor was so mad that he fired him and hired
palitics is more apparent. When he was starting in me on the spot.”
sovernment, Sonny didn't need to look farther for role For five vears, he covered the police beal at the same
models than his immediate family. His father Feliciano time studying law at the Lyceum. 1t wasn't an easy >»»
=
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arcangement, but one that he enjoyed immensely and 1o
this day whenever he talks to Quezon City policemen,
Belmonte likes to reminisce about those days when being
i reporter “was a very personal thing,”

S0 does he now tell his sons how o Tun & newspaper?
Miguel says, “He's pretty much left the management of
the company o us, Most of the stuff we learmned was from
actual experience, from working in the company.
Sometimes when we have to make a big investment, we
ask his opinion.”

With (fram leftf sons Miguel, Isaac and Kevin

Sonny Belmonte may be smiling a lot these days. And
it’s not because the rumors linking him to 4 young city
councilor have been given a rest — for the time being at
least (he seems as confused as any why these rumors
persist),

Recently the mayor received another award to add 10
his host of achievements: the Most Outstanding City
Wayoer, given by the Department of Interior and Local
Government ( DILG),

“It feels great,” he says and then adds with laughter,
“The question is do you think they made a mistake? |
don’t.”

Far Sonny, the significance of the award is that in
trying o get the city on the move, even people outside of
QC are feeling the changes he initiated and getting QC
citizens excited about their own place.
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“Yes, it has sparked renewed enthusiasm in City Hall. |
made it very plain that the things for which we were
recognized were really team efforts.”

Interior and Local Government Sceretary Joey Lina
also called Quezon City “the hest managed city,” due to the
fact that for the last 15 years QC has been a defieit city by
as much as P 1 billion per annum. “1t was a low-expectation
city,” says Sonny, “We are trying to make it now into a
high-hope city.”

When he assumed the leadership in 2001, the city was |

confronted with claims of payment amounting to over PL4
billion and a bank debt of P1.25 billion, Tn 2002, he twrned
the situation around and made it the lecal government unil
(LGL) with the highest revenue collection. He didn’t raise
taxes, he simply made collecting more efficient and the
system less prone Lo corruption.

The general fund last year reached to more than P54
billion, exceeding the budget for the first time 1n a decade,
But Sonny points out that “it would be very wrong (o have
all that money in the bank because money should come and
g0 back to the city itself. In the year 2002, for instance, our
total collection was PO.5 billion; of this, P5.4 went into the
general fund.”

Before he assumed office in 2001, the budgel was PAT
billicn but the total inceme was only P3.6 billion. *Today a
lot of the essential services are being delivered for much ==



o —

da ng araw
Viiguel

natutupad ang maraming

an Miguel ito.




less, like the collection of garbage for which we were able
to save greatly, perhaps as much as P200 million every year.
So the city is collecting, spending, collecting and
spending.”

It's no wonder that Sonny Belmonte takes to heart what
his citizens are calling him -SB for “Serbisyong Bayan”™ —
and his own vow to make QC a “Quality Community™ with
a balanced development.

Sonny’s exposure o government life began in the
1960s when he served as presidential
stafl assistant of President DMosdado
Macapagal, and later as special
assistant o the secretary of finance,
special assistant o the commissioner

Sonny and
Betly during

their wedding
day in 1850

ol customs and executive assistant al
the Central Bank of the Philippines.
[n the martial Law years, he retired
from government. In 1986, President
Cary Aguino appointed him o
various government-owned
corporations. They weren't exactly
the best positions For one who was
gelting inlo government service again
because they were on the brink of
bankrupicy, But Sonny turned them
around, just like he has done to
Cuezon City in the past two years, As
president and CEO of Philippine
Adrhines, Sonny had the company
registering an unprecedented profit of
1.2 billion, enabling 1w pay all its
oblizations. The remarkable thing
about this is that he did it without borrowing a single cent
or (iring a single emplayee.

As a politician, Sonny has always followed the beat of
his own drum, It may be unpopular in the beginning, but he
stands his ground and proves he was right all along. As
congressman, he headed the prosecution panel in the
impeachment case against the then wildly popular President
Joseph Estrada —a«
affice.

As mayor, the redevelopment ol Quezon City's
restaurant row Tomas Moratoe is another example. “The
whole project was strongly opposed by the establishment
awners of Tomas Morato simply because it would tend to
limit at the beginning their parking space. | told them the
fact that they were limited to customers with cars was a
limitation on them. A lot of people have no cars, they had
no place 1o walk because business had usurped the
sidewalks and blocked the streets.”

Tomas Morato is only a small streteh of road filled with
fine dining restaurants and holes in the wall, but “it's

angerows decision for one secking local
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changed the ambicnee of the city.”

“My interest was to enliven the area, to make il inte
another Eastwood City, That's what we are doing and [ thin
wee are succecding, There are many parts of Quezon Cily
where the people expect their mast tony streets would be
revived and we will eventually do that.”

Somny Belmonte puts the word respect back mto
politics. Respect for the oflice and respect for honesty, “IF
there is one thing that [ found in politics, it's that there are &

many able politicians in the country.
When | was in congress, | was amazed
=, | al their ability to craft laws and

Y= interpolate. Now that Tam a mayor,

contrary to the popular notion that the
mayors aren’t doing much ad their
underlings are doing all the work, I've
seen that all mayors in Metro Manila
are hands-on, There s nobody here
who lets others run the city for them, [
admire that.”

Another thing that would surpris
people about Sonny is that he can et |
vo of any position he's halding |
Swithout rancor or regret.”™ You get (el
feching that he doesn’t attach much |
importance Lo either power or material|
things, A numismatist, he sold one of
his collections of medals partly to—
finance a family trip to Furope in 1953
when two of his sons were eraduating,
LIPS, :

Betey said, no, we'll all go together™
He also has a fine collection of betel nul containers fram the
Muslim provinces (the kind you'd see at the Thai and Britist
Museums), which he started to colleet more than 30 years
ago when they were worth only P200.

“1 sand. we'll send them to

He looks at politics the same way, 1 could getup and
quit politics. just like that. 1 feel that 1"ve done well and
achieved a few things 1o my satisfaction but nonetheless |
could stand up from this table and say, that's it But while |
am here. | appreciate and love the people | work with, 1
know government positions are temporary. 1'm well adjuste
to that fact. | enjoy my best while Tam here and | do my
best.”

Perhaps this is where the respect of his citizens and
colleagues comes from: That there 15 no grandstanding, no
song-and-dance act in Sonny Belmonte's act. In terms of
arand visions, | don’t have them. I'm a guy who sees a
problem and tries to address them e by lide but
steadilv,” he savs. He doesn’t capitalize an controversies ar)

achievements. he simply does his job in his trademark
unassuming way and, always, with a gentle smile, 4
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Despite a string of twists and turns that would make thrlller__g
Tom Clancy suffer a migraine, Loida Nicolas-Lewis turned around
her late husband Reginald’s cash-strapped conglomerate in 1993,
Today, she is fired up by another challenge — creating wealth in
the land of her birth to benefit the poorest of the poor.
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Loida Nicolas-Lewis in her Rockwell;
Mskati condo.'Behind heris a
commisioned Moeal Blanco painting of a
fisherman’s harvest in her native
Sorsogon. On display'is her award from
the National Federation of Filipino-
American Associations.
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able to land in the pages of Workomg Worman as the top  with the Cagayan de Oro meat plant in the offing, Loida

businesswoman of the United States, and says it would generate another SO0, For starters, that’s
Bresiness Week as the manager to watch for 1995, already 250 families getting a good share of the profit, and
Under her leadership, TLC Beatice continued 1o stay — of course, blessings.
well within the billion-dollar mark. “Treat people as you would want 1o be treated” was
Today, Loida Lewis possesses, as one of her Loida’s suiding principle then and now, and it was this
cherished treasures, six of Blanco's most elegant same focus that set the stage for imminent success for the
paintings. She likewise has her own share of Fernando  cash-strapped TLC Beatrice during the early "90s. When
Amorsolo’s masterpieces circa 1930, she ok on the business, Loada inherited a debt base of
“I have faith n the Filipine,” she says without about 5350 million. A few months after, she was able to
Blinking, "Looking from way up here down to the raise $20 million in bridge loans to solidify the company’s
community surrounding the village, if you really look  cash flow problem.
closer, there are harong-barongs occupied by very Her brother Francis, she says, is probably the one living
poor families. 1 see their children playing with almost — person whom she really locks up to. A Christian pastor by
nothing on their bodies but old. or werse, torn shirls. vocation, he has always been an inspiration 1o her,

It ereates a pang in the conscience when
reality hits you like that, hence Lean’t
rest easy, [ want to help, However, 'ma
buginesswoman, and I'm not about 1o
just throw money away. | would like to
think of myself as a good steward of the
riches God has so blessed me with, This
cotntry has a lot of potential and | .
believe in that strongly, I know that with
the proper philosophy, guidance and _
direction, the Philippines would one day —
reach for the stars,” :
It is clear that her frequent visits to
the Philippines would spell something
entirely zood for the country, And she
has put together the best in her Filipino
uphringing and the best in what she has
learned from Reginakl in business (o
establish a financing institution for poor
Filipinos — Gpportunity Microfinance
Bank (OMB). Together with her brother
Francis Nicolas, she is now secking the
help of Filipino-Americans to help a
quarter of a million struggling Filipine
entrepreneurs to launch their small
business in the Philippines through
OMB, tagged as the irst bank for poor
Pinovs, That's not all. She's now
infusing a good amount of dollars into
the country's economy, and as a resull.
has built a state-of-the-art :
slaughterhouse in Naga, an ultra-modern
meit processing plant in Calamba,
Laguna, and in a lew years, 4 meat = Styling by LUIS ESPIRIT
= ; e o B Hairand makeup b
processing plant in Cagayan de Oro. The
business in Laguna has already -
generated 250 jobs for Filipinos, and
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especially during those times when things are not
working out for both business and personal life. “His
spirituality is deep,” she maintains, and it was her
brother that taught her to listen to that small voice
within, that “inner prompting” that guides and confirms
any decision she has o make. “He is someone whose
Judgment you can fully trust, and someone you know
who has your interest al heart,” she says, “1'm lucky o
have him. But there are other people who have been
such a great help to me, like the financial assistant that
my hushand trained for many vears. He's a devomt
Hindu, and when it comes to money matters, he's always
on target. So in that sense, I am very lucky. My sister
Tmelda Nicolas is also a very close and trusted ; = =
confidante, whom 1 call my eyes and ears. When she gives a comment, T always lisien. When I'm oo close 1o something, |
don’t see the whole picture. [Us Tmeldi who gives me 4 broader and clearer view of things. She’s always goal-oriented, and
even though we clash at times, Talways listen when she talks because she’s someone you can trust,”

Lekla Nicolas-Lewis makes it abselutely clear that hoping for the best for vour countrymen is not race- or gender-
relatid. 11 is only incidental that she is o woman, and a Filipina. It is, for the better part, a result of hard work, calculated
risks, a knowledge of the economic landscape, an appropriaie display of business savvy, and more imporiantly, o Kind ol
shrewdness where heart for the poor is not wanting. Apparently, life is all too short for Loida to waste on fussing and
whining, as some Filipine businessmen are wont o do. Like her husband Reginald, failure was and will never be an option
for Loida. There’s a whole country on the verze of polincal and economic collapse. and the least she could do 1= continue 1o
dream of a better and more prosperous Philippines. Knowing her track record in the field of business, dreaming of
prosperity for the Philippines may just be the first chapler of a success story waiting 1o be written, When that time finally
comes, it would prove her husband’s theory that white guys are not the only ones who should have all the fun, +

and Reginald and
tina (left) and Leslie.
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1S Ambassador Francis Ricciardons
and wife Dr. Marie Dunn Ricciardone
at home. In the background is Dale
Ghihulys Baskeat Drawing and his
glass Ipture, Castilian Rod
Basket with Granite Lip Wrap.

By Jamie Bautista Photography by Jojo Guingona

| peopleasia@ginet.nat DEC 20034AN 2004




t must be tough being the American ambassador to

the Philippines. With all the controversial decisions

the American government has been making in
recent months, being the official face of the United States
Filipinos can’t be an cusy task for Francis Riceiardone. But
while he does represent the American people, he is not
representative of them all, Atter all, how can one man be a
singular example of a people so diverse? While his job is to
be the public face of all America in this country, he is stll
Just one man, ene American with unique opinions, tastes
and traits.

This paradox also holds true for the art collection at the

- Ricciardone with Mega Megaplaneat, a
fglasswork by Josh Simpson.

ambassador’s official Forbes Park residence. This collection

is parl of the Uniled States” Art in Embassies Program,
which loans ant of different media and styles from various
American artists and art institutions and then displays them
in the almost 170 embassy residences of the US
ambassadors around the world. Guests (o these residences
are able to enjoy American art and at the same time, the
American ideal of the freedom of expression is made clear
through the almost universal langoage of arl. Furthermore,
American artists are given more exposure in foreign lands,
which could lead to sales. The State Department is very

systematic in the implementation of this particular program,

paying for the packing, tfreight and delivery of the works

and employing professicnal curators who can help the
ambassadors sclect and care for the different artworks.
Obwiously, the State Department places greal
importance on this program, which uses art as a very
effective and pleasing tool for allowing other nations to
learn about America.

Although the collection at Ricciardone’s residence
is a beawtiful sampling of art that offers Filipino and
foreign guests a taste of the American art scene, 1t 15 not
a representation of American art in general. If anything,
it is a unigue selection of works that reflects the specific
Lastes and personality of the ambassador and his wife,

S====———

Dr. Marie Ricciardone. This particular callection, much
like the man who chose it, represents without being
totally representative. Rather than having pieces that try
to represent each of the prevailing schools or art styles
in America, these particular works the ambassador
chose are pieces that appeal io him and help to express 3
bit of who he is. Yes, the Art in Embassies Program
secks to promote @ mutual understanding between
different cultures, but each specific collection also helps
te bring out the uniqueness of each individual
ambassador.

Soqust how did the Ricciardones go about selecting

pieces for the collection that would adorn their embassy
b
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residence? According W the ambassador,
several factors came into play in the search
for artwaork that would become part of their
temporary home and of the program.

Maturally, the Ricciardones chose pleces
that appealed to them and suited their tastes
and interests. “We like glass. so you’ll notice
there are a lot of glass works in the house.
We just like the way it plays with light,”
Ricciardone explains, Thus, they obtained
several lovely glass pieces like Judith
Conway's The Girkgo, which is made of
hundreds of glass stringers arranged 1 a leal
form in a pre-tired glass base. and Dale
Chihuly s Casiilion Red Bosker wirh Granire
Lip Wrap, which is a beautiful red glass
plece,

“I"ve dome some photography myself
years ago; we like pholography,” the
ambassador adds. The inclusion of several
Sally Gall photos of water bodies atiest 1o
this. “Even the paintings oflen, in one way or
the other, cither suggest photography or work
with light in very peculiar and interesting
ways.” Such is true Tor Leigh Li-Yu Wen's
oil on canvas piece, which, although done
theough paint etchings, looks remarkably like
an actoal photograph of the sea.

Another factor that helped i the
selection process was the house iself.
Designed by Gabriel Formoso and owned by
M. and Mrs. Primo L. Santos back in 1963,
the US State Department acquired the house
in 1970 and renovated it in 1994, The
Ricciardones were shown photographs of the
house before moving in at the start of the
ambassador's assignment and this influenced
some of their selections.

“When you have so much water and so
much glass anyway, just window glass but
opening up Lo the outdoors, you really geta
unigue play of light into the house, It almost
feels like being outdoors at times,” Ambassador
Riceiardone says. "And that. we thought, was sort of the
dominant feature of the house. S0 we wanted to take
advantage of it.” This is why many of the pieces have
the recurring theme of water and glass in them. The play
af light through these transparent materials just makes
these particular pieces stand out in this particular
residence. Pointing to Conway’s The Ginkgo, the
ambassador states, “And see, we have it there up against
the glass. In the daytime the light comes through this
way and gives vou one effect, and in the evening. when
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In thebackground is Roger
Thomas' Chery Screen.

there's light inside the room, it reflects off the piece and
gives you a very different effect. 5o its quite nice.”

The Ricciardones also chose artwaorks that were related
to their numerous hobbics. Aside from photography, which
he mentioned carlier, the ambassadoer is also fond of
cardening, which is why many of the picces have flowers or
greenery as a central theme. As a couple, the Ricciardones
do a lot of outdoor activities like long distance biking and
hiking in the mountains, which explains the presence of
nature themes in many of the works as well. s
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cuba diving is another hobby they do

logether, which is why aside from water

clements in many picces, some works
specifically bring the acean o mind. Josh Simpson’s
Mega Mepaplanet is a glass globe that has colors in it
that bring to mind sea creatures and the underwater play
of light. Dale Chihuly’s vermillion glass picces remind
them of corals from the reef. “We've seen that on the
Red Sea of Egypt and weve seen them on the reefs
here in the Philippines. For us these picces bring this
sart af subtle, intuitive remembrances of places we've
been. T guess it is sort of tranguil art without being
bland, 1 hope. You know. not dentist office stuff where
you're supposed 1o sort of dream away. We want things
that are vivid and make vou want to look at them for a
few minutes and think about them and enjoy them.”

The way cermain pieces reminds them of certain

experiences and locations is also a significant reason
why they were chosen, Roger Thomas™ Cherry Sereen,
which is fused glass mounted on an iron metal frame, is
one such pizce. “That recalls Washington DC, the cherry
blossoms. It brings together Asia and Washington. You
know, we're new 1o Asia but almost the icon of
Washington DC are the cherry trees around the title
basin, a gift of the zovernment of Japan years ago.”

The numerous water scenes in the painting and
photegraphs bring them memaories of several significant
places for the couple. “We both grew up in Boston, a sea
coast town close to Cape Cod and the New England
coastline. We spent a lot of our lives around the
Maditerranean in [taly. So we had a real affection for the
seq coming 1o the Philippines,”

Ricciardone’s appreciation for these types of arl
seerm 1o stem [rom his own experiences from studying in
arl-immersed Europe. “As a university student, [ had
lived in ltaly and studied Renaissance art. T did a course
with people who were restoring art after the great flood
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in Florence in the late 1960s. [ was in Florence in the [97(s
and there was a tremendous burst of art restoration work
going on funded by the United Nations. 501 got to spend 2
little time with those people in the famous Uffizi Art
Museum in Florence. So 1 developed a taste Tor all the
drawings of Leonardo and so forth.”

Finally, one of the main elements of a piece that scems
essential to its inclusion in the collection is how it helps
reflect the ambassador’s personality. T hope the collection
would reflect a personal warmth. We both enjoy people; lots
of people. different kinds of people. [U's what attracted us 1o
this profession of US Foreign Service,” he reflects, ©1 guess
this is common o many Filipinos™ experience, .. My
arandparents were immigrants to the United States, one set
from Belgium after the first World War, and the other from
Iraly. So | was used w foreign languages at home. As a
child (I experienced) all kinds of interesting cooking smells.

“For us these pieces bring this sort of subtle, intuitive
remembrances of places we've been. | guess it is sort of
tranquil art without being bland, | hope. You know, not dentist
office stuff where you're supposed to sort of dream away. We
want things that are vivid and make you want to look at them
for a few minutes and think about them and enjoy them.”

So even as a student | picked the first opportunity | could 1o
g0 overseas and travel. travel, travel. So | guess curiosity,
an enjoyment of different people, the way they think, the
way they look, their music, their art, their food, it was
something I loved. So the Foreign Service was the right
carcer choice. And for that you have to be kind of a warm
and open sort of person.”

Since the collection seems to {il the Ricciardones so
well, would they consider purchasing any of these works ar
similar ones after the ambassador’s assignment here ends?
“1 would love to own any one of these pieces. Butit’s
probably not realistic wwexpect on a government salary thal
we could. But they're beautiful.”

Meeting someone like Ambassador Ricciardone and
having a chance to view the collection at his Embassy
Residence should remind people of that wonderful duality
present in s all: thar while each one of us somehow
represents the bigger groups we are parts of, that still allows
us to be unigue and worth appreciating on our own. That
fact, like art, is something universal -

-
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‘Da King' with his First
Lady, Susan Roces

Photo by
Richard Chen
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by this time FPF hasn’t made up his mind

whether ta run {or nol) Tor president in 2004,

would it be right te describe him as “Da King who
would be — or would have been — president of the
Republic ol the Philippines®™

And i FPJ has extended the national — nay,
“international” because Filipines abroad are just as
interested in probing FPI's mind — guessing game up to
this very minute, the best way 1o, well, “size him up” is to
read his body language. Alter all, action is supposed w
speak louder than words, isn’t it?

Let's take time out and read FPI's body language in the
same wary that people were onee urged by Tarmer US
President George Bush to, remember, “read my lips™ {later
repeated with pointed sarcasm by another formar US
President, Bill Clinton).

L FPY has become highly visible in both showbiz and
political gatherings which he used to shun like the SARS.

2. He showed up, holding his hands high as if in a
gesture of (future?) vietory at the finale of the Fernando
Poe I, for President Movement (FPJPM) set-together at
the Cuneta Astrodome. and was cheered “Right on!™ by his
followers.

3. He is reported o be holding “secret meetings”™ with
members of the epposition, among them fellow actor-
turned-politician Sen. Tita Sotte wha is convineed (heyond
any reasonable doubt?) that, in the long run, FRI will urrer
the magic three-letler word “YES!!!™

4, He has become adept in the arl of hand-shaking and
back-slapping.

5. He's said to have been consulting with wap
economists, presumably to help him cope with the
country's economic woes, Because of his pregnant silenee,

NG ol

be

By Ricky Lo

FPI has unwittingly divided his bababavans both here
ancd sbroad into *passionate pros” and “strongly-
objecting cons™ in the same way Moses had pared the
Ked Sea.

The pros claim that what the counbry needs now
is somehody like FI' who is humble, down-to-carth.
generous, decent, honest, incorruptible and, most
irmporiant of all, adored by the masses. You know, let
the people choose the man they want to lead thern,

The anti-FPIs are warning everybody that putting
him in Malacafiang would be a repetition of what
happened wo former Prosident Joseph “Erap™ Fstrada,
FIPs eragp whom he helped turn into g President (and,
before thal, mayor o San Juan, Metro Manila: and
then senator and vice president},

They re saying that FPI didn’c even finish high
school and doesn™t have any experience in politics
(nat even as a barangay caplain), so what “right” docs
he have w aspire for the highest olTice of the land?

In fairness 1o FPJ, speculations about his politesl
plans (GiF any) come not from him but from everybody
clse, leaving FPI himself puzzled by itall, prompting
him one time to comment, “[ come to know about my
political plans only from TV newscasts and the
newspapers, Other people seem o know maore abou
what they call my “political plans™ than 1 de”

Even the person closest to him, his wile Susan
Roces, swears thal she isn’t privy 1o FPIs “politcal™
azenda, Bverytime she's asked ahout i, Susan simply
smiles, “Ask Ronnie, 1 also want 1o know, We never
discuss politics in the house,”

What they usually talk about — in bed upon

walking up carly in the morning while waiting for the
e
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-~ papers to be delivered — is what they did the day before and - =
~ what they plan to do — separately — during the next 24

hours, :

In the next hreath: Susan gives a glimpse of a typical day
at the Poe household in Greenhills, San Juan, Metro Manila,
where they™ve been living since they got married on Dec. 25,
1968, {Thelr marTiage has remained steady and strong. 4 :
shining exception in a leld where couples break up faster
than the director could _':'L“ ‘Cut!™)

“There’s no pattern,” says Susan, still “The Face That

Refreshes™ (al 62) that she wasahenshe was Iaumhr_gj i

= =1956 by Sampaguita Pictures. “E}'u_'t.uﬂm_wi1}F'.'-Rom1_ic__and lare
early-to=hed-early-to-rise people. We usually have an carly
dinner. then we watch TV ormuovies (on videoy and we g0 1o
sleep. [ start my day by turning the radio on — I'm a radio,
peTson. — So by the '[LI"I’IE the papers arrive, | already know

_what the current events ate. what the issues of the day are.
Rennie and | rise with the sun. We have our best conversation
early in the morming while waiting for the papers, We talk
about what he did the day before and what 1 did the day
before, and what he plans to do during the day. Me? | don’t
usually plan, When you do. it doesn’t work.” =

Is that some kind of a “preview™ of the country’s fumw ehrm
First Family? :

Susan wants nothing of that “joke™ f.thm‘s_hh\'\-' she calls
reference to her as “The Next First Lady™).

“You know, T don’t even want 1o joke about it I'm embarrassed
by it. I don’t know how to reqets In the first place, it’s not even in my -
wildest dreams, not even in my imagination,”

The truth is that FPF and Susan are so fiercely protective of their -8
privacy — or what 1s left of it — that people close to-them can’t
imagine seeing them in the cruel glare of politics which is said to be
far more vicious, more cruel and more relentless than that of the
showbiz kleig lights. -

Look at l'rafhl-.ltml hs: h-.:c&mr_ president, his having wucml
wives and famﬂ[es Were talked

: .abﬂul all right; it uas it pul:rhif

¢ secrel allrights hu[ it never hMI‘IiL
“a ndnmml mun, oL even when he
WIS TIAYOL Of SENALOE or vice
p:mldﬁnl j-'F'J is s;!taeﬂ‘aunﬂ Very.
Iuw—key* very retiring and, even if

~ he bas reiened as *Da King" of
Philippine Movies for decades, he

“hasn’t guite gotten used ta the

~spotlight. Can a~‘reclusive” man
like him endure and survive being
president? g b

By now, the whale -.ﬂuniry ;
knows what FPFs likes and dislikes
are, and every bit and picees of his
life (including his unpublicized === =

Tt s g 0
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Photo by Pat Dy
Makeup

Babette Piguerra
Styling by
Eric Pe Benito

Coat by Ermenegildo Zegna

A gallery of posters and
portraits at the FPJ studios
in Quezon City.

“Fernando Poe Jr. is the person you see on the screen.
Ronald Allan Poe, the man | married, is a homebody and
a simple person. His wants and needs are simple.”

charity and generosity not only w his showbiz
colleagues bul even to strangers who go to him for
help).

Let's get to know FPI a little more from the
person who sleeps with him every night, the closest
anybody could ever get to FEJ.

Asked what attracled her to FPI, Susan says that
he was different from her other suitors,

“Instead of getting me as his first dance, for
example, he would choose me for the last dance.
When we did our first movie together, Ang Daigeip
Koo'y faw, he was the perfect gentleman and host
(heing the movie's producer under his own TP
Productions). He's quiet. Bul deep. Silent waler runs
deep. di ba™

That's what attracted Susan 1o FPI — his being
quict and therefore “mysterions” — and that's exactly
what everyhody now finds intriguing, what keeps
everybody guessing. FPJ is so “quiet” and so
“secretive” that, yes, cven Susan can only guess what
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his nexl move will be. “He keeps his cards close Lo his
chest.” says somebody close 1o FPJ, “and that makes him a
good player.”

Susan draws a line between Fernando Poe Ir. The Actor
and Ronald Allan Poc The Persan,

“Fernando Poe . is the person you see on the screen,
Ronald Allan Poe, the man T married, is a homebody and a
simple person, His wants and needs are simple. His food
preference is very basic but he wants it fresh, IFivs fish,
whatever kind of fish, it should be [resh. [f veperables, it
should also be fresh.”

Merw, could o man who reads Henry Miller, who loved
Phantom and Tarean as a kid, who listens to Frank Sinatra
songs, who adores old movies (of Glen Ford amel Gary
Cooper and James Slewart and Richard Widmark), who
talks direetly 1o God and whe once dreamed of becoming o
priest make a good president?

It remains ko be seen.

But first, FPT will have to 1]l us whether he's ranning
or not — if, up to this minute, he hasn’t yet. 4
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It the current buzz generated by Fernando Poe
Ir. were in preparation for the premiere night of his
latest movie, it would be understandable that the
heat being generated is fueled and staged-managed
by his myth-makers and publicists,

However, Poe, or FPJ to friends and “Da King”
to close associates in local filmdom, is emphatically
not promaoting a movie. Much to the torment of
politicians who perceive him to be a potential rival,
the managed and/or spontaneous fervor of the FPJ
myth proves 1o be a public relations expert’s
winning spin that may morph the revered actor to
become the [5th president of the Republic of the
Philippines.

This early, there are those who are inclined to
question his character, inlellect, temper and spirit, or
in short, does Ronald Allan Kelley Poe, 64,
undisputed box-office king of local moviedom for
about 40 years now, it the role of president?

On wha he would “annoint™ for the presidency,
Ll Shaddai leader Mike Velarde once said:
“Personally, 1 do not see any candidate we could
support. This is because | am a perfectionist.”

In a mammoth rally during the second weekend
of November, Velarde said his ideal presidential
candidate must be able to heal and unite the country,
nat necessarily intelligent, and must be able to
handle crises skillfully. *We Filipinos have tried
everybody, but where is owr country right now? We
have tricd o widow, a military man, an economist,
and a movie celebrity. We Filipinos love to take
risks."” He was referring to former presidents
Corazon Aquino and Fidel Ramos, President
Arroyo, and deposed President Joseph Estrada,

For the sake of theoretical discussion, does FPJ
have a remote chance of being anointed by Velarde?

Think aloud and consider the following: FPI's
wedding to the well-liked Susan Roces had former
President Marcos and ex-First Lady Imelda Marcos
as one of the sponsors. FPI is godfather and icon to
numerous moviedom’s personalities who are now
politicians aligned to various parties.

Unlike the much-maligned traditional
politicians and stereotyped movie actors and
actresses, his personal life is well-guarded.

{oviedom’s insiders describe FPI as intenscly

DEC 2003 AN 2004
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private and conservative, adding that his wife i just as
private. On top of his insurmountable popularity is the
absence or hint of a profligate lifestyle and rumors of
corruption involving him and immediate family members
despite his close ties with former President Estrada,

If these were not definitely super-big plus factors for any
politician wanting to become president, what more can a
voter ask for?

And there are these who say that, at the moment, only
the FPI myth or mantle of invincibility can save the country
from a genuinely dangerous slide to anarchy. And there are
many of them. including his legions of fans and supporters
who patiently waited for hours before FPJ made a short but
enigmatic spiel at the SRO Cuneta Astrodome last Oct. 25 a
an affair organized by the Filipinos for Peace, Justice and
Prosperity Movement,

I'P] was strongly anticipated to break the excruciatingly
painful wait for his declaration that he will run in the May
200 elections during the afTair which merited page one
treatment in almost all English newspapers in Metro Manila,
In less than 15 minutes, FPJ pumped the flesh of spectators
near the stage, waved to those whom he could net reach, and
intoned solemnly, “Sana balang araw makaganti rin ako sa
inve (Someday, | hope [ ean return the generosity or Favor, )™
Sooner than later? 4=
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when Community Innevations, Inc. (Cl)

embarked upon the creation of The Calumns, Avala
Avenue, they knew they were tapping into a rich
vein of opportunity. To transform the Metro Manila
housing market with a high-rise, highly visible,
high-quality, and affordable urban community, was
a challenge the company eagerly accepted,

Rising at the corner of Ayala Avenue and Sen. Gil
Puyat svenue is the first of the three towers that
cemprise The Columns, Ayvala Avenue. It will soon be
joined by twao further towers to form an uplifting
trio at that end of Ayala
Avenue. Each tower
offers a mix of studio,
ane-bedroom, and two-
bedroom wniks,
designed to it into the
lifestyles and budgets
of the young urban
achievers who wark in
the Makati central
business district,

These individuais have
been searching for a
home that's convenient
to both work and recreation, but also long for a
relaxing, sheltered abode with the kind of
community spirit of a suburban vitlage, With The
Calumns, they can have it all, at one outstanding
address,

LOCATION. The Columns, Ayala Avenue boasts a
prestigious address, convenient to the offices of
Ayala Avenue, and Salcedo and Legazpi Villages,
and a short drive or walk to Ayala Center. Vital
services are literally across the street: the post
office; the fire department; and the Makati Medical
Center. Located at the intersection of two vital
thoroughfares, The Columns offers easy access to
bath EDSA and the Skyway, leading to destinations
north and south, as well as the international
airport, Via Makati's signature walkway system,
residents can take covered sidewalks and
underpasses fram Ayala Avenue all the way to
Greenbelt, Glorietta, and even the Ayala MRT
terminal. Churches, schools, colleges and
performing arts venwes are all a short walk away. To
top it all off, every unit at The Columns will bear
the prestige of having "Avala Awvenue” as their
street of record.,

Beirg in the heart of a thriving city, especially an
irternational city like Makati, is a quality highly

The geand fpbdkios affer peacs and securily.
spught by voung urban achievers, The Columns,
Ayata Avenue fulfitls this dream.™We expect The
Columns to act as a catalyst for the development of
its immediate area,” says Cll executive lonathan
Urnali it will also bring some humanity ta the heart
of the city. Many people live in the suburbs, and
andure hour-long caommutes to the city, for the

Shaded plarss welcomo visitors and residents

Thi Columns will dominaty the Ay alaFeyat iviersectisn.

greenery, the open breezes, the genial village
club amenities, the Teeling of community, that
comes from a residential village. The Columns
will meet those needs as well.

THE COLUMNS EXPERIEMCE. The Columns,
Ayala fvenue has been meticulowsty designed as
a community by ClI
ardd architectural firm
RMIM Philippines.
While each unit
pravides the privacy
neaded to feel at
home, the public
spaces at The Columns
lend themselves to
social interaction.
This is accomplished
throuoeh the
integration of
expected amenities
into an organic whole,

"We wanted to pick and choose features and
amenities that in themseives have wvalue but
when put all together create a singular
experience,” says RMIMs Freddie Gragzeda, an
architect on the project, Grageda calls it The
Columns Experience.

Endoy al leesco dising at the Grawnd Floon

Swimming pools for aduits and children have
been joined together while still remaining
discrete and safe. Waterfalls and water lounges
promote  relaxation and reverie.  Raised
platfarms transform the pools into a vantage
paint for an entire village club in the sky: the
Columns” 7 -floor Becreational Club, spanning
the whole development.

From the pools, winding paths take the health-
minded to a fully-stocked and manned fitness
center, the equivalent of a gym membership that
comes free to every resident, The paths, which
themselves invalve a quarter-kilometer jogging
path high above the streets, bring others to large
function halls and outdoor patios where people
can mix and mingle, or hold parties and other
events. One-third of the Club will be devoted ta
the care of children: from a day care center to an
outdoor playground. 4 game room provides in-
house entertainment for friends and associates.,
A home theatre room offers wide-screen movies
and DVD viewing for small groups. And for
overnight  guests, transient rooms done like
efflicient hotel units.

“For the cost of a studio, one-bedroom, or two-
bedroom unit, you get the egquivalent of a club
mermbership, free,™ says Cll's Edwin Yabat.

Ar the Ground Floor, small shops and outdoc
cales create an al-fresco dining destinatior
“The ground Maor offers services for resident:
including & grocery store, salon, and
drugsiore, " says Winnie Mazareth of Ayala Land
Commercial Centers Group. "t will also contai
cozy restaurants, outdoor cafes, and guaint foo
outlets for both residents and workers in th
immediate area.”

The Columns proposes a  lifestyle wher
evarything neaded for a full, nourishing hom
tife is provided, for the price of a single wnit. It
a lifestyle that envisions making going to the gyr
as simple as taking the elevator. A lifestyle tha
allowes even a studio unit owner to have a DY)

The comfarts of homa,

viewing party for a dozen friends. Where quic
shopping, dining, and entertaining, can all Lak
place without ever leaving home. Thi
convenience of a self-contained “vertic:
village" matches with The Columns' vit:
iocation to create alifestyle without limitations

DESIGH B FEMG SHUI, The Columns is designe
to change minds. 50 many condominiums hay
this reputation of being cold, dark places wher
pecple Hive isolated from each other and cut of
fram the workd,” says RMIN director Abelard
main architect of The Columns. "The Calumns i
designed to change that reputaticn.™

Every room has a window, including pictur
windows for the views. The angle of the buitding
allows fer open vistas of the city and the bay
Sunny but not hat, the many windows allows o
breezes ta flow through an cool days, perfect fa
saving electricity and being one with th
environment. From the project’s inception
conservation, safety, and environmenta
friendliness were taken into account.

It alsa respects the ancient traditions an
wisdorm of the art of feng shut.

Cll retained internationally-renowned exper
Master Joseph Chau as the feng shui consulian
for The Columns, The company tapped hi
knowledge when it came fto location
arientation, and composition of Ethe
development. Master Chau notes that The
Columns location
and orientatian
make it highly
fortunate for
business
prospecis. He
sees the Lrio of
towers as both
dynamic and
stable. The use of
trees, greenery,
and water
features gentles
the energy of the
buildings and
promises
tranquility and a

batance of B =
ENergies, A short walk from shopping.
Master Chau considers The Columns very

fortunate. He particularly admires the plentiful
windows as, he says, views expand the mind and
cutleok.




PEBIGREE. The Columns, Ayala Avenue is aimed at
voung urban achievers, or, as Cil terms it, those on
the cusp of making it, The address, the units, the
amenitias, the good fortune, are all included in
affordable unit prices. With such flexible payment
terms, it is no wonder Towers 1 and 2 are sold out
within months after the project's launch and Tower
Fis now open for sales,

This affordability, which makes The Columns so
attractive, is even more of a value constdering Cll's
background and pedigree. Cammunity Innovations,
Inc. 15 an Ayala Land company. Its executives are
Ayala Land veterans whe have come together to
pravide ALI's well-reputed excellence to a new
marketplace. As a separate company, Cll has the
flexibility and drive to forge inncvabive new
projects in that marketplace. As part of the Ayala
Land family, it draws upon the resources,
experience, and brand-name reputation of s
PRFENt COMpany.

An investment in The Columns, Ayala Avenue &5 an
investment in an Avala Land-backed project. This
means that fong-term property wvalues at The
Columns will continue ta grow.

Pedigree and performance, priced within reach, is
Cl's pregram, exemplified by The Columns, Ayvala
fwertLe.

Kids anjoy @ daycars corler.

A SELF-CONTAINED COMMUMITY. The Columns,
Avala Avenue is mare than the sum of its parts. ClI
and iks partners in this project RMJM Philippines,
Makati Development Corporation, Ayala Property
Management Corporation to name a few have
reatized the vision of a self-contained residential
community resting 0 the midst of the most
dynamic sector of the city. Within its boundaries
are all the basics of a well-kept home, plus all the
amenities of a resort club, along with shops and
cafes, but with the whole city just across the
street.

Aranities include a fitness conter

self-sufficiency in a prime location defines The
Columns, Ayala Avenue, With the opening of sales
tor Tower i, everyone can now own a part of the
most talked-about development in Makati, Three
towers above a podium of amenities, lobhies,
plazas, and parking spaces, bring the best of
situations inta the hands of people looking for their
first g investment, their first home. The Columns,
Ayala Avenue is meant tobe that home,

For inquiries, please call 750-0471 or 750-0484,
email at cii-sales@ayalaland. com.ph or visit
W ,;gmmug_rmrmmrq_rmrjs com.ph.Model
units avarleble for viewing at the 3% Floor

Glorierta 3.

-payments as low é; P3,000:

- Cliscommitment (o

-condominium residence within the Makat} CBD, Sporting three 30 story- Lowe

ower T of The Columns, Ayala Avenue has reached the elghth floor as constriction

proceeds- on this highly-anticipated Makati condominium complex from Ayala Land

company Community innovations, Inc. At this pace, the rise of The Calumns is proceeding
ahead of schedule, reaching the 117 and 12‘* floors by December. Tawer 1, which sold out in April
afteronly four months of sales, willbe completed by the middie of 2006,

From its lot upon the intersection of Ayala Avenue
and Sen. Gil Puyat Avenue {Buendia), the three-
tower Columns development will create an ideal
living space for young urban achievers and their
families. The Columns allows its residents the
convenience and prestige of an Ayvala Avenue address
in the Makati central business district, while offering
a serene and relaxed home environment through
meticulous desian and planning. its combination of
location, prestige, and features at a price within
reach, has made it one of the most popular
propertics ameng young urbanites and investors,

Towar 1 alwadid be completad by mid 2008

its popularity has transiated into smashing sales success. Mot only did Tower 1 sell out within four
months of pre-zales, but Tower 2 followed suit in similar speed, allowing Cll to begin sales of Tower
3in October, afull month ahead of their expectations.

The Columns, Ayala Avenue brings the good life within reach of young urban achievers looking for a
place to call their own in the Makati central business district. Three 23-story towers rise on a 7-
stary podium for a total of 30 stories. Each tower houses 284 units comprised of & mix of studio,
one-bedroom, and two-bedroom residential units. Desioned to redefine conda living, The
Columns is designed to maximize space and light, in ways ranging from having a window in every
room, to single-loading corridars; to angling tie towers for the best views and exposure. Light,
space and air define the umits at The Columns, Ayala Avenue,

The seven-story podium houses parking, lobbies, and amenities for the residents, with a seventh-
floor indoor/outdoar Recreational Club spanning all three towers and a Greund Floor filled with al
fresco dining and shops. A true “vertical village,” The Columns brings the feel af a friendly
suburban community into the heart of the city, ina self-contained refuge a stone’s throw from
centers of commerce, business, and recreation. With its flexible and affordable pricing schemes,
The Columns, Ayala Avenue is positioned within reach of young men and women who woark in
Makati and seck a home they can call their own, an investment backed by the reputation of Cll and
its parent company, Ayala Land.

Community Innovations, Inc. Offers Special Pricing Plon aslow as |

= ommunity Innovations Inc.=(CH} announces the-extens :
scheme for The Columns; Ayalasvenoe to markthe ﬂ;:léﬂmn of 5 =ll.er; for Tawer 3 .;f th,
residential condominiom complax:

ce-tobecome part of this innovative
i -:uppnrt'uniw to-enter inta the good life at The
al=Zero Downpayment schemes, with-monthiy

r..
Cu1u111n,, Ayali ﬁI;F are ahle-te-avall-of q:e-

Hhis zero-dewn payment scheme i designed -to-complement "The-Columns-already affordables
standard payment schemes; which-make The Columns enviable mivcof studio; one:bedroom, and
twi: Bedroomnits within reachof young urban achleversand theirfamilies.

Payment schemes-canche customized 1o soit the pesds and abilities ofindividual-buyers, part & '\r
creating and nurturing true communities inits developments.

The Columns, Avaladvenue is the answer to thedreams ofyoung drban achievers seek inga gual

T and 2 uniguiely
integrated topping Recreaticnat Lluh hP Columns; Ayala fvendets one of the most talked:
atrouit properties iniowis

ers of The Columns, Avala Avenue have described the SMergine commurnity as
e, = The Recreational Clab af The Colu Ayals Avenue is more than aconglomeration
- areds -for the-heatth-and wellbeing: of Tesidents, 30 priv

twa-bedroom, the owners of The
fent of aclubbmembership.

planned:- and m
nd company; Gl backs onewiththe éxp

ntr'.r leading developer,

dnquiries; pIm-Jsc- calf ?50-04 Far 750 EHE# email abcii;
_I_!.EF_EEEEFM- I T - H.- Fl units avaitabl




At a time when most Filipinos are rushing . é 5 é
to leave the country because of the endless lﬂ{f i ” ?/( éC’
political frays, Ali Khan Mamakaev is
bringing in his fellow Russians to enjoy the
sun and the beaches in the Philippines. And
probably, even invest here.
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U's an inspiration that, at

first glance, one is forced

e wonder: What in
Rasputin's name will Russians
find appealing in the Philippines
aside, of course, from the usual
splendid island resorts, mouth-
watering tropical fruits, the warm
out-of-Siheria weather and a kind
of hospitality that makes the stay
all worthwhile? For All Khan, it's
the company of his Filipino
[riends.

“1 do business here in the
Philippines because | have friends
here,” Al Khan said as he looked
to his very close friend Roberlo de
Veneciy, one of the promoters of
the Miss Asia Pacilic Quest and
brather o House Speaker Joe de
Menecia. 1 only do business with
my friends. And 1 am happy
being with my friends; these are
the people 1 trust. Business is
always pood when vou do it with
friends. To me, real friendship is
more i”]['-"-"ﬁi]l]l L
business, In faet, this 1s my secrel

TN SUCCess in

formula. The best way is always
1o do business with friends: they
are like my family.”

All Khan, who was born in
the former Soviet Union,
specifically in Chechnya, first
came to the Philippines 10 years
agn, He tell in love with the
country almost immediately, It's a
kind of passion that™s oo hard to
resist, he says, that’s why he comes to the Philippines
twice o thrice a year or as opportunity will allow, Thus,
B has built a select network of (riends — people who
have a commaon interest, he says — who have worked
with him on numerous projects and, more often than not,
leading and inspiring Al Khan to bring his capital into
the country, 10 was this friendship with renowned
Filipino families that encouraged him to promote trade
between Russia and the Philippines. He is very much
aware that the Philippines is not active in Russia or i
any of the independent republics comprising the former
LISSR. Al Khan has also seen the plight of Filipinos
who are living below the breadline, and it was this in
particular that made him decide to contribute his modest

Ali Khan with his wife Anna.

share in the development of the Philippines. One thing
guite refreshing about this man is that he appears o love
the Philippines as il it werg his own — more than what
could be said for some Filipinos,

“Ali Khan considers the Philippines as one ol his
homes. one of his major destinations when he goes o
of Germany, He also keeps homes in Paris, Moscow,
Miami and South America,” says Roberto de Venecta,
“He 1s German by citizenship but in a deeper sense, he is
Filipino at heart because he loves this country so much,
He saw the situation in the Philippines and what is
lacking, and to a certain extent and standasd. he wants 1o
sec the development side of the country grow in relation
to its neighbors. e
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he political situation. Al Khan says, is
not really that important, He understancs
how politics works in any country, having
gone to a number of countries as a businessman. He
maintaing thil a country where he has friends 15 a
country with good political situation. It is his fricnds
that he trusts, and he says this with finality,

“There are many countries with very good political
situation, but I am inclined to be selective.” he says.
“There are many countries in Europe where the
political situation is stable. But I still come to the
Philippines and put it in my list of priorities because in
this country, [ have many good friends. That's my
battom line.”

Ali Khan has been in the business of real estate
and property development, construction, banking,
investments and entertainment for many years, His
investments in Germany and Russia are one of the
biggest and it covers a multitude of fields and
eapertise, In the Philippines, Ali Khan is thinking of
not only bilateral trade bul pulling up a string of hotel
resorts, particularly for Russian tourists, Through his
friends in both government and the private sector, he is
waorking to make this a reality by proposing certain
legislation that will backstop his projects, such as: a
policy of “No Visa” requirement For Russian tourists

U opooploasin@ ginet.net DES 2003/0AM 2004

With his frlend Roberto de Venecia.

entering the Philippines, In this regard, he has already
done a 1ol for his countrymen in other countries.

Thailand, Malaysia and China do not require Russian
E

“There are many countries
with very good political
situation, but | am inclined to
be selective,” he says.
“There are many countries in
Europe where the political
situation is stable. But I still
come to the Philippines and
put it in my list of priorities
because in this country, |
have many good friends.
That's my bottom line.”




£ Luke's Medical Centeris the anfy hospitalin the Philippines thal is betler equipped than
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tourists and investors o have visas, He wants to do the
" same lor Russians who may want (o visit the
Philippines and establish theie businesses here,

Ali Khan believes strongly that the Philippines
could be very competitive in this area, Also, he is
thinking of putting up strategically located petroleum
terminals to serve as regional petroleum depots, This,
he belicves, will help ease the burden of rising Tuel
prices in the region. He wants to take advantage of an

, located in the city | :
1 of the Caspian

oil pipeline that would be built near the Pacific Coast
ol Russia. This pipeline would be nearer 1o the
Philippines, hence, the availability of much-necded,
cost-cfTicient petroleum, Another urea he's considering
is using the Philippines as an assembly hub for Russian
automobiles and transport vehicles that are alfardable.
This project aims to directly strengthen and motivate
the Filipino middle class.

“The Philippines is missing out when it comes to

T8 | peopleasiatiqnetnel DES 20030AN 2004

Russian tourism and investments,"” Al Khan explains,
“That’s why [ want to build {irst-class hotel resonts Tor
the upper crust and middle class Russian society who
may want 1o spend tme in your country. The whole idea
is 1o ereate business for Russians who will come in the
Philippines, and even encourage Filipinos to come o
Russia and establish some business there, So, ils & two-
way idea that both countries can benefil from.”

It is Al Khan's beliel that even the Asia Pacitic
Cuest beauty pageant is a
areil venue 1 promoee
bilateral trade relations
with other countries,
specifically with countries
in the Asia Pacific region.
Thut's why he has been
supporting the pageant for
quite some time,
promoting other activities
like sports, tourism and
entertainment in the
process. “There are so
many intangible benefits
linked to this pageant,” he
avers, “You can develop
connections and uncover
new appartunities, Adl
countries in the Asia
Pacific are competitive,
bt I have 1o say thal the
Philippines should take
the lead in this part of the
world. The potential is
great.”

Both All Khan and his
friend Roberto de Venecia
agrec that thare is so much
o hope for in this country
and would like 10
contribute their share. The
opportunities [or the
country are greater than
what they are projected 1o
be, Ali Khan is prety much aware of this, hence his
passion to come to the Philippines and do business here.
Having come from o closely-knit royal family that ruled
the Cavecasus Reoion for abour T30 vears, his business
strategy is simple: “Have an eye For opportunity and
work with peoaple you can trust. Then you will nat have
any problems whether business goes well or bad.
Suceess is nearer when you have riends o support you.
That is the key” — Joel P Salud




Movies are always a part of us

The Philippine-Indonesia Business Council, in
cooperation with the Embassy of Indonesia, held the
PIBC Cup Golf tournament at the Wack-Wack Golf
and Country Club. The event was held prior (o an
exhibit of Indonesian products on Indonesia
National Day.

The Movie Album

Borora Streisand sings 12 songs
from her ime favorite movies
and makes each a part of us all.
CD comes with o special edition

bvD.
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Holidays are a time of cheer and joy for most people. Unfortunately for me, the Christmas holidays are the worst time
ol the vear: it's like anticipating a root canal, [ hate the holidays hecause you run aroumel going w partics vou're obliged 1o
oo to but don't want to; you buy gifts and spend money for half the people you don’t care about just because it's the right
thing 1o do. Then you have to sit in the car for an eniless amount of time stuck in traflic going to the mall w buy the gifts
for those people you don’t like. And to top it off, you have to go to your fumily [un-time dinners, which sometimes can bea
disaster. So how do | cope with all of this? | grin and bear it and try to get all my errands and obligations done by dealing
with merchants and business people who are quick and efficient. So for the year 2003, | have come up with a list of tips and
places (o beal the holiday stress,

Ramilo Jr. = lllustration by Jean Tatum Ancheta

« The best gasoline station to go to when you're in i hurry — Caltex Ortigas on the right corner alter Wilson Strectif
you're coming from Edsa. They are quick. efficient, very polite and helptul, ,

« Shopwise, Libis — it’s the best place to buy stocking stuiters and yummy chocolates. They are always the First 1o
bring in the latest junk food ilems.

= The secret place tw buy kitchen items — True Yalue. 1t's not just hardware, it has a 1ot of cool staft for home décor
and kitchenware, Although the service is a bil slow, you just have to be patient and eventually sameone will assist you,

» The best places to spend 100,000 bucks on one item — Gueed, Louis Vuitton, Yves St. Laurent in Greenbelt 4. 10

icon by Rogelio
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not hard to find o bag worth POOGOD in these places, but it
will be the real thing, like the ones vou see on the pages of
Vogue.

* The best plqn;,\, for coul fashionista items that are not
commen — Itsy Bitsy in Malate, Owner Marines Delgado
has hip high-end cool brands that give good value for
money.

* The worst place to be shopping in during the halidays

Greenhills Mall,Viera Mall and Shoppesvyille. It's like
being in retail hell.

* The best place to freshen up and have a bite to el
while you're shopping is at Rustan®s Makati, Third
Floor. The bathroom has a lounge and the cal€ restaurant
East by Markus Gleller serves Asian Tusion cuising that is
yummy and reasonably priced.

= The hest Chinese buffe 15 st m Emperor Court
at the New World Hotel. The dishes have always been
vummy but the quality of the food has improved a whole
L.

+ The most consistently vummy restaurants are El
Cirkulo and L’Opera in Makati and Casa Armas in
Malate. The quality of the food has remained excellent all
these vears. And for the balitbavans, the best hafo-falo 1s
still in Milky Way,

* The best-kept secret for bargains is Golderest
Makati. They have some funky stuff at good prices,

* A oood tip whether you're shopping for bargains or
rushing out to traffic is always making a list. Flan ahead
and know your route so vou can get things done quicker
and easier.

« [f vou're attending one of those parties that require
woul Lo have your hair and makeup done, book yourself at
the salon at feast one or two weeks before the event, and
always have a backup salon in case your favorite salon 1s
full.

¢ Through vears of partying, you usually know whether
you have 1o have some serious party clothes for the season
or stick to the stuft in your closet, Have at least three new
autfits for the holiday season ready by October so vou can
have something new tor Chrisimas Eve, New Year's Bve
and an extra outlit just in case.

s Stock up on liquor and other party favarites at home
st in case the after-party get together ends up in your
place. Vodka and wine are usually the staples. Anything
else you need at 2 a.m. you can get af the local 7-11.

These are some of the things that keep me from getting
cranky during the stressful holidays. In a column where [
uswally bitch and moan about something, 1 decided it was
less stressful to complain at this time of year. 1 just want 1o
survive the holidays without any major stress. So to all of
you. bave a very Merry Christmas and hopefully a pleasant
New Year.
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the Seaman's Wife. with Leandro Murioz and Jordan Herrera. While this isn’t too much of a stretch for

other actresses, it is quite a departure from the career path Andrea, the new Maidenform girl, had seen lor
herself. During our last interview, she told me, “1 remember before when | started, 1 teld mysell at the back of my
head that I cannot be for lead roles. So @ really wanted 1o be a really good character actress, which [am right now.”
However, since then, the show she was on eventuall s and her contract with ABS-CBN expired, freeing her Lo
accept an offer from Viva that had been hanging whiile. " ve been considering this ever since Atra Girl
days: talking to Michelle ( Bd:,rie} and Vinessa (del Bianco) d.bl:l ' gt iT 1 do this.what if Tde that, " So s
only now that it materialized.” she recalled. Andrea claims that the :
challenge. Also, 4 mixt and competitiveness towards hes
making the film. “It was offered 1o/ de Leon: Ee‘st-a.c_gz:ss.'[ fig

g' g ot babe Andrea del Rosario is showing off & new form. Last March, she starmed in her own film, Lepe,




Chemisae and wrap by Maidenform,
available at Hustan’s Makati
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_Chemise by Maidenfarm,
available at Rustan’s Makati
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Pullover by
Episode
R E 7 hen asked why exactly she
%87 decided to change her career
¥ ¥

sirtegy, she simply explained. ©1
guess for everyone it will come to you that you
will want something new in yvour life. You want
1o test yoursell as a human being.” Like any
dense growth of jungle vines and trees, the
uncertainty of such daring and risky career
ventures institls fear by blocking out that light
we need 1o assure us that we're heading in the
right dircetion. Andrea, like any person taking on
the great unknown, was nol spared from the
anxiety ol her journey. It was really scary that’s
why it took me this leng to decide on it,” she
said, referring Lo the nervousness she felt while
considering the Viva deal. “There were so many
sleepless nights. 1 had o finish the book Thick
Face, Black Heart 1o pet myself in the proper
[rame of mind. But | said to myself, “Of course
iy scary. Bul ¢’mon, in life it's like that, always
[ull of risks™.”

This was a very big step for Andrea, Though
she may have a Lara Crofi-like build, she doesn’t
consider herself o be a naturally adventurous
person. T eant help but to sometimes be a
signrisia because of my background. My parents
are separated. Dad comes from a rich Family
while mom comes from a poor family. We're a
broken family, You want things 1o be perfect
novw,'” she admits. Still, despite the difficulty in
deciding o change gears and try to take on
leading roles in the movies, Andrea felt fulfilled
that she took that chance and made the ek,
“This is one of the biggest decisions 've made in
my life and U've crossed over,” she sighed 1o =
hersell with a hint of satisfaction.

However, while new dangers and challenges come
up during any quest. there are some problems that are
simply persistent and follow the traveler throughout
the whole adventure. To me, it was obvious whal
particular problem was still hounding the bubbly and
busty Andrea. “How the hell am 1 going o remove the
sligma ol being 4 sexy star now, dammit. Dammit!”
she laughed with mock frustration, though 1 could 1ell
it was more than half-meant. 1t was the same monkey
on her back that T had talked te her about during our
last interview.

Her outlook on it has remained the same. despite
all these other changes. T know exactly that’s the
challenge now. [ know that T have talent. I've been in
the business for a long time and U'm still here™ Her
optimistic and slightly flippant attitude towards the
“sexy” reputation she has gained remained pretty much
the same from our last interview. “Mawawala ba ako?
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Eventually 1 will. So while Um at it and while 1 sall can ']
make a name Tor mysell, improve mysell and make a mark in
this world. Let's face i1, the formula for getting into movies
Or SEITINg 1N your own movie is o show veur guls.., or
show something not everybody would,” she said wilh a sly
laugh. ~“Of course, at the same time, banaran mo qg acting
and that’s the formula now.” she added. showing her beliel
that her talent for acting is still more important.

So despite all the new things happening (e her carcer,
Andrea is still prety much the same individual ©interviewed
months before. Comedy is still in her heart and she claims
that she will eventually go back (o il again, She cven keeps in
touch with her old Arra Girl pals. The difference lies more in
the strengthening of character that is the result ol any
perilous venture.

It was interesting to see how far along Andrea had come.
And yes, the maiden's in good form — Jamie Baulista.
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THE ULTIMATE BREAKTHROUGH INTO PERFORMANCE EYEWEAR

With years of research, pro and amateur athlete input, lab testing, redesigns and
field tests along with advanced design research and materials science, the Freeon
uni-lens shield melds cutting-edge erganomic features with advanced materials to
create a super-lightweight, versatile, high performance uni-lens sunglass offering
180"+ of unobstructed view. Uniquely engineered with a Carbonium frame and
revolutionary aero spatial aluminum alloy temples ( Kynetium™ ) which combine
magnesium, silicium and titanium to create an unbelievably lightweight ( mg J,
durable (ti) and flexible (si) sunglass. These material advances allowed for major
breakthroughs and radical advances in the design specifications giving our
engineers the ability to create a stunning wraparound uni-lens masterpiece. Built
on the successes of previous ﬂudyiject platforms, the new Freeon is loaded
with features like Quick Ehange Interchangeable Lens Technology, the new fully
adj uslahleErgunuseE 360 soft adjustable rubber Megol® temples, RP-D--
Centered™ lenses, and aeradynam:c techno-geometric styling. The Jekyll™ was
designed with attractive lines and intense highlights making it a hot piece of
eyesear. It's strong, distinct technophile personality doesn't overshadow the fact
that it only weighs 21 grams.
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Fapameir restacant”

ust about everybody adores Japanese cuisine.

Few can resist the intercsting smells and

tastes that keep you craving for more.
However, authentic Japanese food is expensive and
while the stomach seeks it, the pocket pointedly says
no, Posh Japanese restaurants also often require their
patrons to be stiff and formal, making them uneasy
while their tummies growl and not allowing them to
be comfortable and just ket loose with their appetites
as any regular ﬂhpmn'muld

Enter Teriyaki Boy. The fast, affordable

alternative mhmmgauﬂfenm home-cooked Japanese
cuising, ﬁfamﬁaﬁc idea — Teriyaki Boy describes

itsell as ind Japanese restaurant that has

follow the traditional ways of cooking Japanese
dishes. But the advantage that we have is that we
serve it fast and then we also have these products at
very reasonable prices.”

Food preparation is key. Fresh and mostly
imparted ingredients are flown in everyday 1o ensure
that Tapanese standards are met, “The food is prepared
only when it is ordered,” general manager Jermin
Espino says. And there is no MSG in any of their

-~ dishes, Something they are extremely proud of.

The Terivaki Boy Chicken is especially
delectable. A hefty piece of boneless chicken cooked
in a special Japanese grill making it absolutely tender
and juicy while being completely cooked all through
out, it is a dish that just explodes with flavar in your
mouth and makes you crave for more, Of course. it is
largely due to Teriyaki Boy's signature sauce that
takes hours of preparation and cooking, The recipe is
exclusive 1o the company and is onky known to a
handful of pec:ple;

'E]:Lml:%bl or Ehru‘np Tcmpura is also qmu. a treat.

-
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since it opened its first branch in Madison Square, Gree
in August 2001, 1t then put up branches in Tomas Morat
largest branch) and in Glorieta 3. \!.']!ich'haﬁﬁ'uslaiﬂtd_q
following. It opened two more branches recently, stakin|
Japanese casual dining claim up North and down Sot :
Terivaki Boy, Baguio is situated at the second level of 5
Pines, quite a good location as it is very visible going
Session Road. Teriyaki Boy, Alabang is lncutuaﬂn
level of Festival Mall, Alabang, Mummulupa-' i
branch was 4 natural and easy deeision for them
been getting 4 lot of inquiries on when I.ha}' would ap
branch there. In fact, many Alabang residents have been
going all the way to the Manila branches just to catat th
restaurant, For Baguio, the opportunity was there so the;
decided to take it, “Nobody really owns the Japanese
restaurant calegory in Baguio,” Bob Vallar says. "We
think that the market s ripe.”

“We want us to be a part of Filipino family life
eventually,” says Jermin Espino. Fast, affordable and a |
where you can throw unnecessary stuffiness out the win
Teriyaki Boy is a pioneer. Because of this, il'“’l]lliih;ﬁ%
a by-word in the sharp tongues of the hungry Piray.

I

— Jacs . Sampayan +
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~ otice how many times the word “stress™ i
uttered in a day. In a culture that relies on ]
A something “instant™ written on it, there ar’ﬁ?
no exemptions from fatigue, disquietude and
exasperation. Unless vou are one of those individuals
who refuse to'join lhe ril race, stress is a narmal and at
some poine. parr of one's life. As levels of
stress and ag people have also developed
Some frequent pubs for a
wake up the next day with g
splitting headache. Others indulge in sports as means |
for them to release their frustrations and, in some
disturbing cases, angst over work. And there are those
‘who are cranky all 24 hours of the day, ever ready to |
nd v.f'ear at the top of their lungs over the mos

= |
‘elcome m-_c:nrth — a breeding nest for paranoia, |
stant migraines, insomnia and nervous hmﬂkclnwns,
Al the center of a concrete jungle of countless hlghﬁ
jse buildings and busy streets lies @ health club and spi
at the fourth floor of Discovery Center. While going to
€ spa used to be a luxury, many are beginning to

ouple UI hmlr,\, in i numlrln}.“1 Llcan and |

Iswimlﬁinﬁ in a sea of dressing and ¢
—vitamins. Hcrf: 5 a better sugoestion —
fiphone and keep vour eyes off that

nd give you rself a spa treatment. At the






your pick. For ultimate pampering. avail
yoursell of their special packages. [Us o su %
de-stress cure that will make vou forget abal
that report you haven't even started on, or
grueling schedule in your agenda yvesterday

the other days o come.

use the Techno Gym, termed as such because & :
the isotonic and cardiovascular gym equipmen! :
used during the Sydney Olvmpics in 2000, *'f |
They may also join in on the many exereise
classes — aqui acrobics, powerbaxing,
Bragilian Jiu-Titsu, Pilates and aikido. Satisfy
your hunger without suffering the consequences
ol high-caloric counts. A health snack bar sits
i the corner (with i stalt) busily creating !
interesting concoctions ol pastas. sandwiches,
frunt shakes and salads that, unlike most diet
meals, don't ste like cardboard. Though walk- [“-a.i S
ins are accommodated, members get special
rades on all spa services, free use of all the
Facilities. More recently, Discovery Spa
extended ils efTorls by oreanizing events every
50 often that would encourage people o
getually make health and well-heing a lifestyle
instead of a bogus entry in their list of hobbies
and interests,
Stress will remain a part of everybody’s '
life, spa or no spa, Nobody is entirely free from )
the toxins of Fast-food culture. But il one could ;i 4
lind bliss — an escape from city living inferno,
For a few hours at least, it couldn’t possibly hur
to make time for o massage, a body treatment,
an exercise class and a guilt-free meal, As
stated earlier, this 15 not a perfect world, and in
as [ar as this writer is concerned, there is no
such place as paradise, There exists, however, 4
place that comes close 1o it 4

"
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~ Kodak EasyShare DX6490 zoom digital camera
It’s the first camera fo unite a professional-guality Schneider-Kreuznach Variogon 10X optical zoom

lens {G-ﬂ~380 mm eguvalsnt) with the exclusive KODAK color science image procassing chip, for

the finest details and richest, most accurate colors. its four megapixels and auto and manuzl
controls deliver extracrdinary, arlistic reaulls in the most challenging photographic situations,
For more on the most advanced EasyShare camera, go to www.kodak.com/go/dx6490a.

T

Just press |

To learn more about Kodak EasyShare,

call 636-9600 (Metro Manila) e 1-800-1888-9600 (outside Metro Manila)
or log on to WWW.kodak.com./go/easyshare



DEG 20034LIAN 2004




SHEE brllj 5O Y Ex

Als 01 INILSHE SEalEE YR E e,
leeiielgl)s nu ’JJ I iilg gzt af gz gfitile Gulie
S el raliilaly Yullng sige ailslazd yol

}’I]ij li_l.f“J Al e el 'r‘]':fﬂr] 1 'E_'r_l-a fluts
i 2! 5 rluis|t 2] 5 g

ezl izl e g

DOINIER _JJJjJJ SENIISS
STATRHE SN

sufussiie Jicelapig

)
I SHETHARE

_u_s

t._“

"l'l.

d@ejinet nal



-1}1:1,[ the position of general
et the Tocal botel industry has
o dominated by expals and

e Cindy’s accomplishment

e else ™ is how Cyndy
le the best she can be, “1've
&j‘gnﬂy of labor, So whatever
e best you can be, and you
ell withothers.”
iscaover your w@rll:i and then
ursell 1o it,” Buddha had
v has done since she was

gion, " What am | mlng fix o
aﬁung herself back then. fshL

ided {0 be on my own,”
s fravel ageney, which

mk as asales
h'myL La Hotel, She
les manager of
o and as account
(| Hotel, Wherever she
Hecess was to he

" Cyndy shares. You

Ling up :.ah,l 1% COmpiny.
k, she says she enjoyed
Knew how (o strategize and
Fher own kitchen, Cyndy's
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prestigions Tower Club, 10 was also Acthur Lopez whe told
Credy that she has what it takes w become general manager
ol i luxury hotel,

Rather than balk o the thought of holding such an
wwesome responsibility, Cyndy ok on the challenge, “lam
avery hands-on manager, You have (o Tocus on the core
compelency of people and hiving the right people, I yow
hire the wrong people, it bogs vou down.”

Cyndy alse pays meticulous atention o details, She
writes down notes on the back of business cands, for
example, o remember the detals about people she meets, 1
Firel that | have an even betier menory now than when |
wiis younger!”™ she shares with o laugh,

Adter running The Bellevee Tor hall o year now, Cyndy
Feels right al home, just as i she was meant to work in this
Adabang hotel 1 feel like this hotel 35 just an extension of
ry homne,” says Cyndy, “When people see me now and how
| looked hefore, they tell me, “The job is vou,” 1 was really
meanl Tor this property.”

In this sense, Cymdy sees heesel ! and her stafl as hosis
entertaining in their own homes, Cendy thus delines
hospitality al The Bellevue as “coming from the generosity
of 4 host.”

“It's like a French hotel,” Cymdy says with pride about
The Bellevue, “In {the context of) the Fooming seuth, we
hawe  certain niche in this marker we cater 1 business and
also the local community.™ Cyndy s that apart from its
deluxe facilities Hke the 20020 entertainment center al he
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toprnest Moo Cwhich has @ spectacular view ol Alabang and its
surroundingsy, the Bellevue Spa Club, Tunction rooms and dining
arcas, @ LOG-seater ballroom is being added (o the ot

Besides attending t her career, Cyndy is alse the wife of Greg
Jarabata wha hosds o human eesouree company. and the mather of
17-vear-old Michelle and eight-year-eld Gabriel. “1 try as much as
possible o have Tour dinners a weeh with the children,” Cyndy says
with asmile, T think it's o must.”

Cundy devotes her free time to advoeacies, which include
Advocares for Youth, of which she is preswdent. “IUs a proactive
cantpaign to prevent teen pregnaney.” she elaborates, Cyndy is as
passiomale alwun her socio-civie responsibilities as she is about her
carcer, explaming, “As individuals, we have a role o play, We bive
1o have & moral responsibility to give back o the comnumity thal s
ziven us much.”

Soowhy does Cyndy continue working so hard?

1 like (o pive retoms o the hotel.” Cyndy replies. “Through
this [ can give more guality of life 1o our associaies — the [0
regular emplovees and the casuals. [n business, the return (o investors
is impartant, For why will people put a business togelber i it will not
carn?™

What she aspires for, Cyndy reveals, is w have “moeral courige,
[1's 2 leadership skill where vou-choose something that is right cather
than something that i popular.”

Whatever comes inthe future, however, Cyndy is cerlain: *You
can'Lsolve a problem by using the same things you had when you
created them, There is opportunity in adversity, Mistakes should be
taken as education.” &
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most compelling artists of all time...
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Love 14 Foundation presented
the annual Gala Presentation

of Manila's Five Loveliest
2004 at the Rizal Ballroom of
Makati Shanari-1a. The city's

elite were there to witness this
traditional event, The
production presentation,
sponsored by Techno Marine,
showeased the elegance of
Manila society.

Litestyle communities created by In partaarchip with

LANDCO /7
PACIFIC Troxaco

CORPORATIOHN

Tolephone: (612} BOS-TI1E  Email peetafueqo@bndoopacific com




When was the last time you felt you were
living in the right place at the right time?

The secaside communities of

PUNTA FUEGO

Peninsula de Punia Furgﬂ

Terrazas de Fanta Fllrﬁu =

Club Punta l:uugu
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Air 21's Alberto Lina

VL

In a world where speed is the name of the game, it is clear that Alberto
“Bert” D. Lina is ahead. As a master of the art of logistics, he built a group of
companies that can now be considered one of the most successful in the
country - Linaheim, or as Bert Lina puts it, the House of Lina. The Lina Group
of Companies is into almost everything - from waste and resources
management, mail and freight delivery, to cargo handling and warehouse
management. However, if we’re talking about speed, Air 21 tops the line.

“Air 21 stands out as the total logistics
solutions provider for all its clients.” Lina says.
“Bul mere than just a means to an end, Air 21
speaks of everything that separates it from the rest.
For starters, it is a truly *Proudly-Filipine” brand
that was developed from years of experience in the
world of logistics solutions. making it the best of its
kinil” Lina adds that the logo itself speaks plainly
and clearly of what it stands for — the three rays
representing the full coverage of three major islands

peopleasiaginel.nel  DEC 20030AN 2004

of the Philippines, while it also mirrors the company’s
principles of speed. reliability and security, These are the
cornerstones upon which the whole company has built 1ts
character and integrity.

Driven by the utmost desire to serve its clientele with
premium quality products and personal services, Lina says that
Air 21 transcends guick turn-over and time-bound delivery of
all transactions, while in the same breath, it furthers its mission
to assist its clients 1o do the same with their customers. For
Lina. if the world has FedEx, the Philippines has Air 21.




“We were built on the principle and a strong sense of
urgency as if everything we are handling were needed
yesterday,” Lina says, smiling. In o world were profit is
spelled S.PLEED. and technology is only as good as
vesterday’s news, it"s clearly a 2 1"-century maxim 1o base
your business an, he says, “In this business, pag bobeagel-
Bzl Lo, you will be left behind. There's no other way 1o
succeed in this business but Lo pul state-of-the-arl
technology and elficient human resources 0 come up with a
areal idea tor the country.”™

It all searted with a1 vision for the country in 1979, and
the development of a Treight and cargo handling business
cilled Aarfreight 2100 Tne. Lina, believing that o Tasl and
effective freight forwanding il'l{]qu'I"}"-_ serves as the lifeline of
the country, made the first step o serve the shipping needs
ol Filipinos Trom all walks of life.

One ol the most signilicant teming peints in the
business is when Airfreight 2100 Became the official
licensee of Federal Express Corp. (FedEx) in the
Philippines in 1985, Since then, it has handled all major
pick-up and delivery for FedBx in the country, and was
sranted the sole authority (o use the FedBx trademark. In
(997 according w Lina, the company beciume the first
FedFx Global Service parmer in the Asia-Pacific reaion 1o
receive the 1SO SH02 certilication Trom the Lloyd's
Registrar's Quality Assurance of London, And Tor two years
i a row, the company was awarded the Most Outstanding
Cargo Forwarder by the Consumers Union of the
Philippines at the Annual National Consumers Awards, a
confirmation of the dedication and efficiency the company
has provided it clientele for many years,

Today, it has evolved into a more personalized service
company servicing the needs of Filipinos as Air 21

Adr 21 serves all major destinations across the
archipelago, Lina stresses, everything Trom huge business
districts to small cities, The company afTers pick-up and
elivery of packages that is incomparahle o anything
enisting in the country, It possesses and covers a wide
network and is dependent on the logistics requirement of
the company s clientele.

The company does not only cover Luron, Yisayas and
Mindanao, it likewise covers air, land and sea services. For
ane, Air 2175 SeaZSea services is o low cost aliernalive to
sending packages and bulk shipments Lo any point in the
Philippines through very sale sea routes. Air 21 Cargodega
provides one of the best warchousing services this side of
the country, offering storage, picking, packing plus crating
al inventory management to sateguard the shipment.
Undoubtedly, the company will go the extra mile 1o ensure
safety for all heavy and Tragile shipments on air. land and

{

SCd,

“IUEs indeed a necessary requirement for us to always

prepare conlingeney plans whenever safety questions
are raised.” Lina maintains. “There are several
possible scenarios that may oceur i a given me and
place. and we have specific operational plans for
euch. These range from limited acceess 1o the
company s aperating grounds o total disruption of
aperaticns, pick-ups, deliveries, and even support
functions if a sitvation twms violent, However, these
contingency plins depends on the gravicy of the
sitnation and we have set responsibilities on how
these will be executed should we Tace such incidents,”

Being the sole leensee of FedBEx for more than a
decade now is definitely one ol the areaest
achievements of Lina, “1 believe what made this
possible are the same reasons thal were seen by
FedBEx to entrust 100 percent of the operations (o the
company fromt the very beginning,”

Having been operational for approgimately 10
weurs, Adrlfveight 2 100 Inc. has learned the basics of
the Togistics industry so well that it was able 1o
convert tis knowledge into a kind and level of
performianee that s well-respected in the indusiry,
The team, Lina discloses, is a groop of professionals
that™s all so willing o learm and diseover new ways
and methods of improving the business. The company
i5 50 safety conscious that it is now using a tracking
technology that allews it to know and pinpoing with
LO0-percent accuracy where every single delivery
truck is Tocated at any given time and day, = We will
feave no room Tor ervors, and as moch as possible,
more toem for mobility and progress. Some people
hivve termed it the magic of logistics, In my case,
hovewer, T prefer o call it the revolution i the
logistics industry in the Philippines,” Lina explains,

Keeping the same international standards has
always been o challenge o Ade 21 a0 general and to
Lina in particular, 1Cs not alwiays easy 1o begin
something new and dynamic in the Philippines where
lor the mast part. people would rather settle and
patronize what is commonplace, For Lina and his
leam of men and women, iUs a challenge that's worth
every drop ol sweant and blaad. Being the hands-on
manager that he's always been, Lina aims w push the
integrity limit of the company tw s very houndaries,
15 total convenienee and safery packaged in one
huge all-Filipine name - Air 21,

With this Kind of dedication-to safety and speed,
it would nol be surprising at all if one day Lina and
his team would engage themselves in the formidable
task of breaking the industry’s record (or speed,

—Joel I Salud
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The Second Uwak Cup
organized by the Wack-Wack
Ladies Chapter teed off
successiulhy with winners treated
to g sumptoons bulfet ina
program hosted by golf enthusiast
Andy Dumian, Globe Telecoms,
Akio Seki, OSIM/GNC, PCSO,
San Miguel Corp., Abante, Splash
Corp. and Furo-Med helped make
the Uwak Cup soar.

Photography by VAN SANTOS

Hong Kong-hased conglomerate, the
Kuok Group of Companies, launched
its latest property development
known as The Shang Grand Tower at
cercmonies held at the Makati
Shangri-La.
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Kahit ano, kahit paand!

SAGOT KO
PADALA MO!

—
(<

Call us at 854-2100 or 1-800-10-854-2100. Visit us at www.air21 .cn.bh
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e here and now

'E‘E"_ e have caught the bespectacled lady in a sour mood. ™Y e g
£ nangyayari.” she snaps, and walks aw: ishly hang their
g heads. Hands folded in her chest with indignation, she turns her attention to a mock rilfling
of numbers for a soon-to-be instituted game. The lady keenly checks all the details — from
the time it takes for the big roulette to stop to the lighting in the studio.
n-born Maria Livia Singson de Leon’s domain — the Philippine Charity Swe

fit to the very strong-wille : publicly oo by
To be Fair, the PCSO chairman says that the < ol in the draw court {where lotto and other dra
held) is more the exception than the rule.

“Malambor ang puso ko kung minsan,” she says, “unless 1 get fed up. [ give people a second, third and fourth
chance. Pere pag pune na ako, they will hear something from me.” She admits to being particularly lastidious
about deadlines, for instance. “But vou know, I've never had any problems with my subordinates even when | was




in the private sector. [ think my workers in the tobacco
trading business adored me.” she laughs. “They
enjoyed my company.”

A true-blue child of the country’s tobacco region,
Honey Girl had been heavily into tobacco rading and
agriculture even before she got married. She majored in
English at the Assumption Convent in San Lorenzo,
and finished her subsequent masters in public
administration at the University of Northern
Fhilippines. Honey Girl also tricd her hand @ teaching
for 8t. Paul’s College of llocos Sur and the University
of Northern Philippines, b L

A career shift into public service, however, was
precipitated by her kv — the man who rose into
nationwide prominence with the ouster of President
Joseph Estrada. We speak, of course, of former locos
Sur Gov, Chavil Singson.

“He weanted me 1o try it out because they had a slot
at the board of the Philippine Virginia Tobacco
Administration, | was already in the twbacco business,
anyway. But of course | had 1o give up the business o
avoid conflict of interest.” she narrates. In that capacity,
Homey Girl excelled, and was cited “Outstanding Lady
Director in Government.”™

For now, Honey Girl finds genuine fulfillment in
her Lask at the PCSO. She delights in being a front liner
in @ war against poverly and disease. The office has
numerous heneficiaries, from the Philippine Sports
Commission to orphanages, centers for the
handicapped. streetchildren, senior citizens — the
marginalized sectors. PCSO also has endowment fund
programs for hospitals and their charity patients,
Although it earns less than PAGCOR. the onus for
helping the less privileged seems to fall largely on
PCS0O, as far as the public is concerned,

Honey Girl wants to be up to that task, though it is
one fraught with many dilficulties. Part of her
occupation’s hazard seems o be negative publicity,
Honey Girl has been caught in the maelstrom of media
attention — especially when it was recently alleged that
the First Couple had been dipping their fingers into
PCSO Tunds.,

Honey Girl shrugs and tries to explain the ruckus.
“I guess i's because we're one of the bigger revenue-
gencrating agencies of government. Some people want
1o creale issues, ai drgnon nila kung saan merong pera

sa government. PCSO and PAGCOR are the easier
targets.”

When asked il the press has been fair to the
government: "l notice that the media seems o
always thrive an the negaiive news. [ think ics
already a culture that has been developed among our
media practitioners. And that’s sad. Resardless of
whose administration it is. dwelling so much on the
bad news. as well as sensationalizing, is
counterproductive, not to mention the maccurate
reporting at imes.”

Consequently, Honey Girl admits that she
doesn’t read the papers nowadavs. ~1 gel so
dismayed,” she Buments, “1t's my husband who reads
all the papers. and if there are news items that he
knows will be of interest to me, he calls my atlention
to them.”

When asked if the media have been fair to her:
“Are you kidding me?” she fumes. “The 1ssues are
presented to the people even before allegations and
accusations are verified. What has been happening is
that we are put on the defensive and it's so dilTicult
o undo whatever wrong pereeptions people might
have. It only they will really look, they will have
enough good material to print.”

But there is precious hitle time to spend
bickering. Honey Giel went right 1o waork when she
was appointed in February 2001, She quickly
ascertained the status quoe st PCSCL “What 1 did
initially was to look at the prevailing situation in the
office, | wanted to know all about the revenue-
generating capacity vis-i-vis the services and
programs that the PCS0 is rendering the public,
Right off, [ was made aware that the demand for
PCSO's assistance was escalating at 4 speed that
wisn't matched by the pace of the mcome-
generating operations of our office.” she shares.

The new chairman then decided to improve key
areas of agency operations such as marketing,
systemns, and procedures, Under her warch, gross
revenue rose from PG billion per year to more than
P19 billion in 2002, She’s confident of the
mamentum they have gained and hopes to exceed
their yearly targets. On the “charity™ side, however,
she™s not all that happy. I noticed that the
bureaucratic process makes it too long to request for
assistance and medications — gonsidering that these
are urgent demands, Honestly speaking, until now, |
am still not satisfied.”

Honey Girl usually finds herself staying until
nine pan e linish her paperwork. She also monitors
all the draws_ "During regular office hours, there s »»
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alwavs a queue of people who want o talk to me.
Office houes are my only time for paperwork,” she
CHAS

and Chavit

With the national elections fast approaching,
Honey Girl is still mulling over her decision to run
as an elective official, “1t really depends on the
options [ have a few months from now,” she reveals.

When asked if she has gotten any tips from
Chavit, Honey Girl volunteers some interesting
information. “No. In fact. he’s blocked my bid for an
elective position a couple of times,”

Why?

“I don’t know. I ran for congress in my district
in llocos Sur pero it was blocked by my own
brother. He made everything possible for me not to
win. [ was an independent candidate and he was
with LDP. According (o him, it was not the right
time for me. T was running against his candidate.
ran only because all his mayors came to me and they
dhid not want his candidate. They wanted me to run
instead and they said, *You'll change his mind,” but
unfortunately I never did.” That became a huge
source of heartache for Honey Girl. and a catalyst
for a sibling fallout.

1 did not talk to him for six months after that.
Before that, | was working for him and immediately
DEC 2003LAN 2004
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PCSO offers fres dental
sanvicas to indigents.

vherever | will land, | have
to get back into the private
other government position if §

afier the elections, he wanted me back. The day after, he
was sending emissaries.” Eventually, Chavit’s efforts
soflened his younger sister’s heart.

From Honey Girl’s perspective, the future is one
filled with many doors, She doesn’t burden hersell with
making tough decisions just yet. “"T'm confident enough
that wherever [ will land, I have enough to cover my
time. I want to get back into the privale seetor, but ['m
alse open to another government position i’ [ have the
oppoertunity, I've had some things that ['ve been wanting
12 do, but I can only do these as a private citizen.”

If she did have the time, she'd like to write her
memaoirs, and maybe get into some screenplay writing,
“I already did one screenplay but it has not been
produced up to now,” she grins, 1 haven’t been able to
get the right producers, But 1'd like 1o get inte some
serious writing.”

There are no regrets that she ever got into public
service... well, not many, that is, “1f ever | have any
regrel, it's just having to give up a lot of time which
should have been devoted to my family. Luckily, the
members of my family have been very supportive and
understanding. And what has been happening is that the
few oceasions that I can spend with them become quality
time with my children (all boys — Jose Mario Don,
Jonas Guy and Nichelas Joseph) and apros.”

The time to make decisions and choices will come
for Honey Girl de Leon. But today, she works 1o take
care of the here and now.s&
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7" OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
Philippine Charity Sweepstakes Office

Mapagkalmga... -.

ang
Pilipino, [*
Ganyan ang ¢_{

Paglaaﬁawan ga.wa ang naglng
batayan ng P ilippine Charity
Sweupsta es 85{106 nang
ilunsad ang SWELPStE‘;l’QES at Lotto
para sa mga nangangallangan

Noon at ngayon, nangunguna ang PCSO
sa larangan ng kRawangdgdawa.

PCSO, Handog ng Pilipino sa kapwa Pilipino.
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Fhilip Ella Juico,
dean of tha Da La
Salle Graduate

School of Business

It would be an understatement to say that today’s
business environment has become very competitive.
In the past, corporate glants did not necessarily need a
master’s degree o make a few millions or so. A
handful of connections in the industry and sulficient
capital seemed enough 1 get one started in life.
Todiy, 1t takes more than just a diploma and an
imL:-rc:rmim: résumé to get the job of your dreams. It is
this rapidiy changing landscape of the global market
that has served as an inspiration for the De La Salle
University Professional Schools Inc., Graduate School
of Business in creating an MBA program based on an
innovative and responsive approach to education.
Dean Philip Ella Juico gives us i crash course on
keeping with the times and staying a step ahead of
olhers.

“['ve been the dean of the De La Salle Graduate
Schoal of Professional Business since April 2002, So
far, it's been refreshing and uplifting because anything
that has to do with education gives me a chance to
help in the formation of others.” Juico began. Though
not new to the field of waching, Philip Juice has also
spent a relatively large amount of time in public
service, He explained., “1 was secretary of Agranan
Refarm for two years. T was the voungest cabinet
member of President Cory Agquino in 1987, Then |
was appointed chairman of the Philippine Sports

sagimission during the time of President Ramos.™

Obviously, taking the position of dean was the
perfect job for him. Juico recalled, “Brother Rolly Dizon
called me up one day and asked if' ] would consider being
the dean of the Graduate School. [ said ves because |
have always been fascinated by education. Being an
educator in an E!(ll‘l'lil]i:'\'[;:ili'u'(: position was a dream,
Anything that has to do with training, helping develop,
helping produce certain outputs as a result of your
instruction has always been fascinating.” He went off to
emphasize that as an educator, one can only 2o as far as
to aid in the development of an individual. Though most
may argue that the most importand things in life may be
leamed outside the Tour walls of the classroom, Julco
said, “Going to graduate school will certainly speed up
vour learning curve, You will be trained in looking w
Faets, reading the Tuets, absorbing the facts, wying w see
how one fact relates 1o another o arrive at certain
: p;'cljminarj_' conclusions, You can acquire these skills ou
in the real world but there are several paths
knowledge. Having both is a very ideal situation.”

The De La Salle University Professional Schools,
Inc. Graduate School of Business aims 10 make the
Philippine business and management industry more
competitive in the international areng, ls curriculum and
faculty focuse on imparting vpon their students an awarcness
for the rapid global changes, “Graduate school helps you
exercise pood judgment. That is what administrators and
managers are paid for. Also. going to Graduae School allows
vou to strengthen and polish vour people skills,” Juico stated.
Combining cxpert classroom exercises and practical
cxpericnce, the DLSU Professional Schools offer courses such
as Business Administration, Computational Finance, Business

Administration-Juris Doctor (a dual-degree program made
possible through a collaboration with Far Eastern Universitys
[nstitute of Law) and Property Management. As a response 1o
the srowing significance of other industries, DLSU now offers
Sports and Recreation Management and Culture and Arts
Management. Juico shared, “Our program is characterized by
pragmatic idealism. We provide the framework, the
environment for education.” Utilizing both online and
traditional methods of teaching, 135U is one of the better
centers for higher learning in Asia. And as @ means o keeping
with the times, the university works hand-in-hand with the
Association of Deans of Southeast Asian Graduate Schoals of
Management (ADSGM) and the ASEAN University Network
Graduate Business/Economics Programs (AGBEF).

Beyvond books. tests and homework, DLSU ultimately
aims to produce individuals who'are professionally capable in
their respective fields and socially respoensible for their
decisions. And what good would a great deal of knowledge do
if it does not lead o action? As Philip Ella Juico points aut,
“We address real people. real problems. the real warld.” —
Bignea R. Salonga 5
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ne must love the Almario sisters — [vy and Cvnthia — not

- only for their werk as interior designers, but also for their way
- of breezing into 4 dimly it room and brightening o all the

wity (0 its shadowed comers withoul kaving ta flip a light

swilch on.

The eouch you are sitting on gets more comfonable, You suddanly féel refreshed,
an no matter how bad your day has been before this meeting, you find your face
loosening up for a bright smile to match the ones the designers have on,

Tyand Chynthia worked in the United States until bey retumed 1o the country in
1993, to work on the renovation of the Manila Hotel. Cynthia followed four years
later. These ladies are two of tose people gifted with personalities that can put
anyhady at case. This guality of comfon seeps into their work, no matter what the
design is. “We definitely hold comfort over style,” Ivy refates, painting 1o (he room
that we are in — uhtch lh:,;,r designed. “Even if this room is & traditional pericd piece,
there is & relaxed quality o it And even if the design is Mediterranean or even if it's
modern, thers & sl '-mrmth Comfy — this is our trademark.”

Hewever, this is nor to sey that all of their designs Jook the same. Belween the
twa af them, they have destaned several hotels, restaurants, condominiunss and
residences. They have a wide range of designs becavse every job is different. vy
explains that she figures oul the theme for o particular praject with two things in mind.
“Somelimes [eome inand there is already a finished place, so it depends on what the
architecture demands. Seeendly, it's alse paliramdamean. Intuitively, [une in to the
wishes of the owner.” Apparently, this method works, for though their design firm does
not do marketing, they never seem to run out of clients. “Most of it is referal work,
They come to us because they have already seen something that we've done, They say,
*Like something like that, et a linle more like this,.." So evervthing is cusiom-made
for the person.”

With the desi anvarying from one client o another. compromises with the
designer’s aesthetic standards are inevitable, "OF course, there are always
compromises,” vy says, “hecause sometimes what vou want can’t be done
structuratly; what you want, in an engineering point of view, (is) impossible; or the
s pp_Ii:m"lcammt. Alacertain point, the client is ne longer willing. Everything is the
product of compromises, Bul the compromise is only — in any job — 1015 percent;
B30 pervent of the time, the vision is followed -

For the most part, Iey and Cynthia's clients give them free ren with their designs.,
“The people who hite us are al the time of their lives when they are already absolute
about what they want, They are already figures of authonty, and confident with their
selves. They have enough confidence to say. 1 don’t know anything; you take over,”
(O sometimes they say, ‘I know what [ want, give me the best of my vision.” There's
this mutual respect — (hey respect my work, [respect their wishes, That's why it's 2
referral business, because every client is satisfied.”
= Hirw would they like a job with no boundarics” “That would be really nice.” lvy

- says with & Jaugh, “but that myihical client has never entered my mind, No matter how
= weaithjf lh-cy are, al the end uftlw diay there is always o budget. Even if they tell you
the sky's the limil, meroi perin.

- Ulimately they see a'des.tgn as a solulion o an gmpty space — which i the

- problem. Nat unlike Iumt: mathematician sces o puzzle or an artist looking ata blank
canvas. “Each room craves for a design solution. The finished product is the solution
to the emply space,” vy says. Iooking much like someone who relishes & |
challenge, "My ideal space is Tots of it, 1like open space, tall ceiling height and big
Openings.” s

Jﬁm.;mmﬁ'm
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; . . | Hlk ) . - : Interior designers
. he points t the ceiling of the room, “When it comes 1o sizing up a room for Cynthia (standing)

wour design, ane rule of thumb is 1o immuliutcl}-' check the ceiling height, LG S

L Tverything abeve nine feel is o bonus.” She smiles before adding
dipl :mmllu]h “Everything below wine feet is a challenge. The ceiling height will

determine the approach vou ke, Another one of te top things vou have 1o consider is
lighting. S0 you leok at how o create artificial light and make vse of natural light. Interior
desion is art, but iUs guite scientific, loo,”

It also sounds like a ot of work, Although her and her sister’s S s one of the top
design firms in the country, [ve confesses that she dees nol think much ol the hard work
that it toak for them o get thene, 1 got e the top through bard work, 1 had the inner
desire that cach work should be my best work, 5o /it%s @ natural propeliant for me. [ don’t
ko alany other wiy o get o the fop, of course, To ke the best in anvibing, il takes a o
b hard wark. Butif work is vour passion, it°s okay,” she beams at the thowght.

“Tust ke nany business,” [vy continues, “you should keep improving yourself,
researching and editing your thoughts and hosing your mind through observaticn so
rat when a problem meets your way, you have the confidence to pull a solution off
(e s of your head, Because remember, in interior design, vou're the front liner.
Awilernine mose Sikod s, The comtractor, the window fabricator, the oot
fabricator, the lighting consultant — abaut 18 tradesmen? 1 you're so slow, you

will show down the whale design process. Every intenor designer has the
responsibitity to constantly be on the [ook out for trends — so they can apply it
o theeie weerk,”™ T keep herseld i the Toop of the trends i interior design, she
bures all the related magazines she sees on the newsstands and goes (o the
bookstores once a manth o buy new publications on imterior design,

Waatching vy and Cyathia (who was i and oot of the oam during the
interview s answer questions about their line of work and talk candidly about the®
hard work involved, you would think that they were only talking about a day at the
beach. They do not look the least bit tieed at all. Their eyes light up when they =
mention the projects that they have already linished, and all the research they had to
oy for s certain project, OF course, iF that certain project was like the yacht they had 1
Lk o erash course in Ttaly on boat designing for, ar The Spa in Greenbelt 3, you
wonld not blame them for seunding enthusiastic about their wonk,

“The Spa was our Eavorite project, i te last six months.” Cynthia says, “Cur
client was very nice, she even sent us o Bangkok to shop and experience the best spa
there.” ‘ &

“Were workaholics, sometimes not by chodce,” vy says, when asked what [hﬂ\'
doy with their free time, “But we love shopping,” Centhia quips, vy laughs in
agreement, “Yes! Visual stimulation and alse traveling.” 1tis no coincidence that
shopping and traveling go well with their Tine of work.

I7 they were non interior designers, Cyithia and Ty agree on what sy suld™
rather be. “We would want 1o hive the lives of our clients!” Cynthia says, amidst peals
al kwgher, “In our next life, we would like 1o be them,” Tey adds, “We'd Tike 1o be the
ones Lo say, "Can you make the living oo three meters wider?” and it happens.”

After the barrage of questions and the answers mised with nghter, we sal back on
our combertable seats, stll smiling ateach other and o curselves. The reem is suddenly
quiet, but the wir is lighter and the room brighter than the first ime they stepped into the
room, I doesn’d take o genius o Ggare out that even if they do wish o be like their own
clients in another life, there is ao mht.tkmg that they are certainly happy with the life that
they Bave right mow as inlerier designers, hard work aad all, “OF course we ane happy,
hamey,” Doy sy, 10 we"re nol happy, then the work would suffec” Judging fom their
works that we have seen so far, they seem very happy indeed, 4

o
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e these days when it seems that the hest of the
best there is to olfer is always imported, iU's
refreshing and, to be henest, exhilarating, to
lobal quality products that are proudly made in
hilippines. With the vast amount of talent
flable in our beloved island’s shores, it only seems
t amd natural to utilize this skill and harness it
luce world-class products that are net anly
aesthetically pleasing but functional as well.
Cine man who has done just this is Micolaas K. de
Lange, Nick to his friends and family, Nick 1s the
president of Designs Ligna Inc., a company dedicated
to producing world-class pieces of furniture by
sculpting wood into beautiful and original forms,
From smooth textures to unbelievable attention to
detail, Designs Ligna has been known for
manufaetaring furniture that are not enly nice o look
at and functional. bat can last the test of time.
*This company was born out of a love for
handesafied furniture creatively manufactured by
_professional Filipino artisans,” Nick explains with a

: 'c;:-;mije; “We strive to make every single piece of
fumiture that we create a piece that can be kept
forever. IUs more than just simply work for us, We
love what we do and we lake pride in what we do, so
we always give our all in every piece that comes from
our .k:hqw_mum.”
~ This sincere dedication that De Lange instills in
his work is the driving force behind his entire life,
Born in Pasay to industrial designer Alfonso Nakpil
de Lange and potter Kay de Lange, Mick was brought
p 3] bellew in the values of simplicity, honestly, and

Pursuing academics at the Atenco de

iversity further solidified his beliels, amd
p gradualmn he became a volunteer for the Jesuit
Volunteers of the Philippines téaching second. third.
and fourth year high school in Pangantucan,
Bukin_fpcm. For Nick. his work is a means of serving
others in the industry to the best of his ability.,
. Nick de Lan we clearly followed in his father's
Ibmsneps and-took over Diesigns Ligna from his
arents in 1988, He was the driving foree behind the
Ehangeb that slowly transformed the already well-
known furniture company into a complete lifestyle
~ store with first class and personalized service. ©l
understand the industry is continuously changing,”
Nick candidly admits. “We strive to recognize these
jﬁl_ijges and grow with them further improving
rselves along the way,”
hli]mugl} wood has remained the raw material of

-

116 | people
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ways 1o carve and mold the wood 1o suit the ever- beloved family, too. Married to the lovely Rosanne Davis,

changing taste of discriminating homeowners who also serves as Designs Ligna's marketing director,
everywhere. “While we really try to cater to our own Nick is the proud father of six active and happy children
loeal market Diest and foremost,” Nick explains, “we whom he adores and dotes upon. T always make sure 1
have grown considerably abroad as well. There are have time w spend at hame with my wife and kids, Family
several pieces thin have been a sensation. One such is very important to me and | know the kids are growing up
picee is one of my father’s originals, & multi-purpose really fast. Even with my busy schedule 1 make it a point to
folding bar. We weren't really expecting to be making be able to play with my kids and spend enough time with
more of them but apparently even after all this time my wife,” Nick relates.
they"re still a hit.™ It just goes w aftirm the “Nick is a wonderful father,” wife Rosanne says with
timelessness of their picees. pride. “Not to mention a great hushand and a very unigue
These days, Designs Ligna furniture consists of persoen. He's a one-of-a-kind bpss, We have people who
several types of wood, While Philippine wood is have heen with the company since it began 35 years ago.

beautiful and easy to work with, De Lange understands He doesn’t just manage his people, he cares about them and
the importance of conservation of our natural resources makes sure they grow within the company.”

and trees and keeps his use of them at a minimum. He Indeed, De Lange ensures that he keeps his workers not
uses several varieties of fine foreign wood and only productive but happy as well. He spends three days a
Philippine craftsmanship so produce world-class week in the factory and makes it a point to falk to everyone

furniture picces that are priced less than those in the
elobal market, giving his customers value for money
with every purchase,

While Designs Ligna takes up a lot of his time,
Nick still manages to juggle other responsibilities as
well, At the request of the industry, Nick is currently
serving his second term as national president of the
Chamber of Furniture Industries in the Philippines.
“It"s a lot of work but I feel like it was a great chance 1o =
serve others not only through my own business but by
furthering the cause of the entire industry as well.
Through the Chamber. I"ve had more opportunities (o
conceptualize programs to build interest in the entire
local market and showcase our Philippine talent,” Nick
declares,

Omne such program Nick established in 1995 was who works for him. “We have this really good ritual
the Philippine International Furniture Show (PIFS) wherein we always give everyone a ‘good moming
Now on its eighth vear, the PIFS continues to promote handshake.” It°s a good way to start the day. We also do
local businesses and expand the Philippine furniture calisthenics to get the blood running. | believe in nurturing
trade. From 1993 to 1997 Nick also chaired the the skills of all the peaple who work for the company.
Furniture Industry Board Foundation which helped We've all grown together. As a matter of fact, the general
develop curriculum for the Philippine Furniture manager has been arcund since day one,” Nick happily
Training Center, “The development of this curriculum states.
addressed specific needs of those who will be With a beautiful new showroom care of architect Jocy
continuing the Filipino tradition of excellent furniture.” Yupangeo and an exciting and unending passion Tor his
Nick explains. “1t would be a loss to cur country and a work, Mick de Lange envisions Designs Ligna to continue
rejection of our heritage to allow this rich craft (o erowing and expanding in the family and continuing in irs
disappear.” Nick, the youngest president of the mission of serving its cusiomers in increasingly creative
Chamber ever, also chaired the ASEAN Furniture ways. “What once began as a job has grown into a love,”
Industries Council during his first year where, among Nick smiles. “And I think the Designs Ligna experience is
other things, he helped strengthen the ASEAN an important part of the legacy my family gives to the
Furniture Show held annually in Singapore. country and one that I can pass on o my children and,

Nick de Lange certainly has his hands full. but he hopefully, they to theirs.” 4

still manages to squeeze in quality time with his
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Roy's The ngd of small :.fnng'r reinfarce this dismal picture, E‘md thi s precisely what Shantha Sinha hopes to
rectify. Born in Andhra Pradesh to a relatively well-off family, Shantha remembers her childhood to be a very happy ene. |
come from a large family, which is fairly well-to-do, We grew up singing, playing, going to schoal, and during vacations we
visited our grandparents t spend some me with them. My late father was a member of the Upper House of Parliament, so
he was very well known, He was a public man, so many people would go to our house and stay on for a week or longer
because they come fram some villages and can't afford to go 1o a hotel 10 accomplish some work in the city,” she shares,

Such happy childhood, however, did not blind Shantha to the fact that there were children who were indentured as
servants o harvest coftomseeds and Nowers, herd goats or work in local
— Tactories. However, it wasn 't until she became director of the University of >»»

paapleasia@oginet.net DEC 20020 0AM 2004




| Hell Rare and Livel]
Mandy Moof@LIVE in Manilall

We hit it fast, and with 12
million-strong subscribers, we did
50 In spectacular fashion, After
just & decade of service,
empowering Fillpinos all over the
country and around the world,
. SMART joyously faunched 11
days of partying and fun thru
SMART Ceilebration just last
August. & mere month or so
hence  In Oclober, SMART
Stezles with an unprecedented
12 million subscribers on the
SHMART Matwork!

By the end of 2002, SMART

dlresdy  had B8 milion
iscribers, and il's amazing fo
ink that in just 10 months, 4
i more have joined the
duntry’s wirsless leader. With
3,400 cellsites nationwide
growing) SMART
innovations  and

Empowered Subscribers!

Sazles

o be, SMART keeps bringing the

spactacles even as lhe year
draws to a close. We couldn't
have done it without you, TH the
end of this momentous year. We
partiadi

Mandy In concert!

International pop superstar
Mandy Moore brought the house
down on November 21, 8p.m. sl
The Fort Grounds at the MTV
Music Summit for AIDS and
SMART subscribers ware in for
exciusive freebies at this unique
concert!

Pops hits Davao!

Davao saw fhe Concerl
Qusen in all her glory on
Movembar 15 for The Venue
Anniversary Blow Oul Party
featuring Paops F From
Movember 514, SiM Swaps 1o
the SMART Buddy 84K Super
SIM 2 at the SMART Wireless
Gentor in Davao got froe Hokets!

Early Christmas treats!

On Decamber 4, 5, and 6,
the Pamaskong Aliwan-Fiesla ng
mga Paroel heraided in yuletide
cheer 10 Metro Maniia just as tha
fresher and cooler winds swept
by! People were treated o
bazaars, live concerls, and
fireworks shows at the Star City,
CCP Complex, Manils

True Faith in Tarlac!

Power pop sensalions True
Faith held a major concert on
November 23 at the IWSP Gym,
San Miguel, Tarac to keep
SMART sizziing all the way o the
end of 20031 SIM Swaps to the
SMART Buddy 64K Super SiM 2
betwean Movember 10-25 at the
SMART Wireless Cenler in
Tarlac got free lickets.

A leader ks SMART looks
EVEr ferward, defining
lomorrows. As the maverick
mpovator it has becomea known

latest breakthroughs in
taghnotogy to the Filipino market,
At SMART, your celfone and
mobile experience becomeas
even morg complete. Innovations
ke the Windows-powerad
SMART Amazing Fhone. the
mobile banking offered through
SMART Money, the power-
packed SMART Buddy 64K
Supar SiM 2, and the over-lhe-
air reloading courtesy of SMART
Load have bacome a part of our
averyday tives,

Thank you for your trusl
confidence and your SMART
choice in realizing the next
mobile revolution . We continue
with our focus and commitmeant
in providing quality service (o suit
the needs of Filipinos, and wilh
tha parties wa give you in the
days ahead, doing it all wilh
sizzle and styls




Hyderabad's workers education program that she
became appalled at the number of children going into
bonded labor. “T knew there was a system of taxed labor
where children, and even adults, 2o as bonded laborers.
It weas when we found out that 40 percent of those who
were bonded were children that we wanted to act on its -
abolition in some of the villages, By that time, my tenure
as director of the workers education program had ended,
so [ went back to my department to ask to continue
waorking with children and their rights.” reveals the
political science professor,

With the help of her family’s Mamidipudi
Venkatarangaiys (MV) Foundation — established o
honor her grandfather who was an eminent historian —
Shantha put together a team of volunteers t urge parents
and local employers in the poverty-siricken villages of
Ranga Reddy District to release bonded children and
send them to so-called “hridge” schools. “Initially.
parents had doubts about what would happen if their
children stopped working. “Those who are educated had
no johs; wouldn't we hecome even poorer if the children
did not work? So why should we send our children to

peopleasia@ginat.nat  DEC 2003/0AN 2004

school™ These were some of the guestions
they asked.”

Admittedly, poverty was an obstacle
that was difficult to overcome, but Shantha
was not about to be disheartened. “The
misconceplions were the same as thal of
everybody, not just the parents. Even the
most thinking intellectuals also ssid,” How
could children go o school 1f they are
poor?” But this poverty argument wis
blown out of proportion because there
were poor children who were actually
ooing tb school, and could go if they
wanted to. There must be something
wrong if everybody was so much in
agreement that children must not goto
school.” Convincing parents that *poor
families who withdraw their children from
work and send them to schoaol do not
become poorer™was difficult, to say the
least.

Shantha 1s reahistic enough to know
that her efforts as vet will not be enough o
reach the whole of India. “That’s oo
large,” she remarks. “In Andhra Pradesh
alone, there are a hundred thousand
villages. and we are working in 4000 of
them. What we plan o do within the
villages where we are working is to
mohilize communities again to demanid for
guality education, especially i places where every child is
already i school. Parents are already beginning to see that
children are not learning enough. so we would like to work
on classroom and school practices.” Yet the success of
Shantha’s efforts has gained recognition in other places. In
Assam for instance, volunieers were asked by the
government o work in 10 districts there. There are also
plans to deputize volumesrs to ask non-governmental offices
and government institutions to help conduct training and
provide technical support so that the bridge school program
could be replicated and implemented in other areas,

Winning the Ramon Magsayvsay Award for Community
Leadership has “given the stamp of authority and legitimacy
tor the program. It vindicates our stand that no child must
work, and that every child must be in school. We work on
this as a non-negotiable principle. We are against evening
schools; we are against shift svstems. We think all these are
instruments that compromise on children’s rights. And to
have an award from the Ramon Magsavsay Foundation is
actually encouraging us 1o say with greater strength that
children have the right 1o education,” concludes Shantha
Sinha. 4
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Iicon by Rogelio Ramilo Jr.

Traveling to a faraway country such as Australia can
sometimes be exhausting and arduous, but my recent trip to the
Land Dovwn Under confirms my beliel that traveling can be fun
and relaxing, too, This is mostly because of the gracious
treatment I received from the staff of Singapore Airlines,
undoubtedly among the best, if not the best, for air travel. The
stall 15 fmendly, warm and courteous, anticipating passengers’
needs. So instead of a lense, stressfyl experience. you end up
wilh a pleasant mood.

Upon my arrival in Australia, [ knew I was in for a great
adventure. The Hunter Valley Wine Society, led by the tireless
couple Arnold and Ruth Co and their pariner Grez Walls, the
chief executive olficer of Australian Wine Selectors, were the
generous hosts o a group of Filipino media personalities, wine
lovers and restauratenrs to a short but thoroughly educational
and enlightening visit 1o the world-famous Hunter Valley —
hotme 1o some of the world's great wines.

Among those invited were wine aficionados such as Mons
and Sander Tantoco. Lynette Corporal and Pepper
Teehankee of The Phifippine STAR, Hunter Valley Wine
Suciety Phils, director Mayo Alcon and the knowladgeable
Greame Bashford whe helped us throughout the trip, Then
there was Singapore Airlines” marketing and communications
director Rita Dv; Le Soulfle’s Josefina Sincivco and Florabel
Co: Gaita Fores, CEO and president of Pepato; Metropolilan
Museum s Beatriz Zobel de Avala; Karen Santos and Joel
Flore Uichico; Margaret Enriques; Maurice Arcache: Tim
Yap and Pavuline Suaco-Juan.

Members of the Hunter Valley Wine Society will have the
great and unique privilege of sumpling and yes, even buying at
substantial discounts pre-selected wines coming from Humter
Valley! The method of pre-selection is rigid as many wines are
evaluated in a “blind tasting” by six of the most respectable
anid experienced wine critics of Australia, including one of
Australia’s wine wons, Karl Stockhausen. His words,
comment and judement on ouistanding, excellent and even
mediocre wines, is automatically accepted because of his
reputation. Other members of the expert “Tasting Panel”
include conneisseurs Rob Jones, Trent Mannell. Christian
Galfey, Keith Tulloch and Sally Fisk.

Other benefits include access 1w boutigue wines that are

usually not available outside Australia. A continuity program
entitles members o six new wines every quarter, which
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includes tasting and education nofes indicating distinctive
gualities of the wines. as well as which food can be besi
enjoyed with the spirits. Another advantage is that members
hive access to special wine tasting sessions condueted by wing
eaperts that will be flving into Manila. Most of all, wines nol
available for retail will be given exclusively 1o members,
delivered right at their doorstep. If vou are just starling your
wine collection, joining the club is best because vou couldn’l
possibly go wrong with their skilllully chosen spirits,

The trip proved 1o be a pleasant success, as we all had a
chance e enjoy the sights and seunds of Sydney, partake of
some of Australia’s most impeccable wines and meet the
country’s wine authorities whe imparted valuable knowledge
on appreciating the fruits of the vines, [ feel so fortunate to
litve been part of this journey and further my interest and love
of wines! Many thanks especially to Arnold and Ruth, to all
my traveling companions who made the irip all the more
memorable. and our Australian hosts for giving a part of
themselves lor us 1o bring back home.

See you all again very soon! -+ a
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J. Moreau & Fils,
A Rich Heritage

he story of J. Moreau & Fils is inevitably tied o

the.Chablis and Burgundy regions in France. Thus,
its rich heritage can be traced w the beginning of vineculture
in France 2000 years ago when the Romans invaded the

COUNrY,

In 1814 a young man named Jean-Joseph Moreau moved
to Chablis, the heare of the finest vineyards in France.
There he met and eventually married the daughier of a
regional winegrower. That union gave birth to one of the

most enduring names in winemaking, J. Morcau & Fils.

Through the years, ]. Moreau & Fils became known not
only as a producer of Chablis wines bur also as a successtul
wine merchant of exquisite wines from the lamger Burgundy

area and the Loire Valley.

Currently the product range of ]. Moreau & Fils is

composed of house wines and varieral wines. Its house
wines come with a unique concept, cach representing a
region of production. The Moreau Red is made from
varietals from the Rhone valley: Grenache, Syrah, Cinsault
and Carignan while Morcau white stems from Loire valley
varietals: Chardonnay, Chenin and Ugni Blanc, Fruiry
and supple structure are chagacreristics of the red, while
mineral overtones and fruicy freshness describe the white.
Moreau varictal wines are selected Vin de Pays From the
Languedoe region that include Merlor, Merlar Caberner-
Sauvignon and Syrah., These wines come from the windy
plateau of the Carcassonne region which benefics from
the Mediterranean and Adantic climates, thus allowing
exceptional wines with a perfect balance of freshness and

ﬂ'uil.'}' flavor.

By giving special arcention in developing each wine’s natral
characteristics, respecting its mineral and classic lreshness
and in providing a balance berween its firm structure and
aromatic complexiy, J. Moreau & Fils achieved worldwide
fame and has won countless awards. Ie has become famous
in over 80 countrics and it can be found in prestigions

hotel, airlines and fine restaurants everywhere.

The wines of ]. Moreau & Fills can be enjoyed alone or
as a complement to your favorite meals. And because it
is backed with a rich heritage and expertise, the wines of
. Maoreau & Fils li a perfect gift that anyone will surely

treasure. Indeed, every wine that bears the Moreau name

15 @ jewel,



Beer jor o King,

It was 8 memorahle
and lovely day for
family and guests
alike as businessman
Ramon Tan Mangila
and Rochelle Pena
Romero tied the knot
at the Suntuario de
San Antonio in
Forbes Park,
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Dr. Joel Nicdao

b

his is the uhimate i pampering. Beauty treatments,
including plastic surgery, in the morning, and a relaxing
sty in o posh hotel in the evening.

This s D, Joel Micdao and Astoria Plaza's formula for a whole
ew you,

D, Nicdao is one of wday's biggest numes in the field of plastic
surgery — he is a member of the American Academy of Aesthetic
and Restorative Surgery, the Philippine College of Cosmetic
Surgeons, the Botox Advisory Panel for the Asia Pacific Region and
the Philippine College of Surgeons. Nicdao recalls his five-year stint
as o peneral surgeon at the University of the Philippines-PGH.
“While [ was deing my residency, [iried o scrub in as many cases of
plastic surpery as T eould. [Mve always wanted 1o become a plastic
surgenn sinee | was in medical scheol. s the line whene 1 eould
mix art and medicine. Before | entered medical school, 1 enrolled in
the College of Fine Ans of the University of the Philippines.” He
also studied Traumatology before he began specializing in plastic
surgery, For two years, he trained with the Philippine Society of
Cosmetic Sursery. He then went to MeGill University in Montreal.
Canada to further his studies.

It hats Been o year now since he opened the MeGill Cosmetic
Surgery cline, at the ground floor of Astoria Plaza on Escriva Drive.
Yasig Cily. " The advantage in having a clinie is that you can avaid
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the risk of infection associated with a hospital environment. You also
get complete privacy,” he observed. One may avail oneself of around
50 provedures ranging from Botox wrinkle remaoval 1o liposuction o
his state-al-the-art establishiment, “Uiry to limit operations 1o two ina
day <o that | can give my patients the medical anention they need,” he
said. An added benefit Tor D Nicdao's patients who go through
cosmetic surgery is that they can recuperate from the procedure while
enjoving the luxuries of room accomnmodations of the residential suites
at the Astoria through the “Whole New You™ lifestvle package, The
package allows those who have undergone surgery o relax, de-steesy
and vse the many facilities at the hotel, A complete gym, swimming
pool and the Stresscape Spa Center are just a few of the things that
auests can enjoy during their stay.

The “Whole New You™ lifestyle package is a treal for these who
wish to stay in Astoria from one to five nights. depending on how long
a cerain procedure requires one 1o nest. This newest offering [rom
Astoria Plaza allows both men and women to leok good, feel good and
experience the best that servicedresidential suites can give. Dr Nicdao
stressed, “After patients undergo cosmetic surgery, they should leave
the clinic feeling more confident with themselves. They should
actually look better and feel that they did not waste their time and
Money going to their plastic surgeen.” — Bianca R. Safonga -1
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iva Driva (farmerty Amber Avenuz) Oriigas Business District Pasig City 1600, Philippines » Voice: (83 2) 657 1111 « Fax; (63 2) 950 0370 » E-mai!:salesi@asloriaplaza.com
Managed with distinction by GENESIS HOTELS AND RESORTS www.genesishotels.com




- [ there™s one thing that distinctly marks Fia
Cinanio’s carcer, its adaptability, Like some
_= chameleon that chunges color [or survival, Pia
hias donned several “hats” thronghout her vears in the

spotlight, without losing ceneral appeal and heing
cllective.

First noticed for raising the early morning
testosterene levels of most of urban Manila’s male
population while giving us traflic and weather
silwationers Trom inside a roving chopper on the ABS-
CBN morming show, shie's evolved mto a noontime
wuriely show personality, a “live™ host for corporate
evenls HII{:.- I::IL'III,”,:«.- I}HH{!.'H"H. H11| }Inl.'hﬂl.' I.C\r |E'Ii:|r“.||'l"‘-:|\,
shows, tele-miagacines and cinema review shows and
even a lilm star (she's in the cast of Star Cinema’s
comedy, Mr Sumive). 3

Whal then makes Pia tck? "Gosh, [really don’t
think in terms of all these different “hats." 105 not
sometling 1 planoed from the oniset; iCs been more &
case of seizing opportunily apd doing it if it looks like
fun and it keeps me leaming and productive, And T have
been lucky in that while nvolved with shows of a more
serious ar straight-laced nalure, I've managed 1o indulge
in things that are lighter or fun-(illed, without losing
cradibility for the type of sl that pot me noticed in the
first place.”

And that is a gift of sorts, as olber personalities have
not crossed over as suceesslully, To be involved with the
News and Current Affairs Division of ABS-CEN, and
yet have a presence in its regular and enterlainment-
charged programming is almost unheard of, much less

By Philip Cu-Unjieng

simultanzously working in rival networks. Even in the themselves are Swiss made and high quality, you add the fshin

United States, vou won't find much cross over going on,. element, and what more can a girl ask for?”

s almost an unweritten rule that to try and paddle on Available at all the Locerne branches, the Fagonnable

both sides of the river just leaves vou on dry lund with watches join the roster of dependable and guality walch lines

nary o career in either area, et, Fia has traversed that that Lucerne represents and distributes here in the Phalippines.

particular stretch and has come through smiling. As [ write this, there’s a food truck parked in front of the
What else ticks with Fia? By all accounts, iUs also uilding, and on its side there’s a Supreme Sotanghen min

the Fagonnable watch she regularly dons while plying billboard that has Pia and a single strand of noodle inher mous

thresugh her busy schedule, “This is really great, ivs such  coming Trom the bowl in her hands. IUs proof pesitive that

a versatile fashion warch, | chose the model with the despile emanating from the serious side of News and Cumeit

clustered dimmonds, | can change the strap in no time at Aftairs, even the advertising industry has taken notice of b

all and il pives me a completely different look. For the Pia's appearance. demesnor and bubbly personality can lend

iy, [ean slig on a casual denim type stap and it's ilsell 1o almost any prodoct's im:lgE, and jumpstart its

spurly et stylish, And for the evening, a black patent acceptance by the public.

leather one compleles a more formal loak. Who knows what other “hats” Pia will be donning inthe
“Ohn the days ['m feeling funkier, there are greal mear Tuture? =

pastel colors o choose from as well. The timepicees

poopleasiaitginel.nat DEC 20034048 2004




103,5 Sight 'N Sound

JEElS Spectacular Series

2 Gueen Elizabeth Theatre

Hard Rock Cafe S e Vancouver, Canada
Makati City 3 o -

The Philippines
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Bylgan pulled out another dee from up s sleeve wath the
introduction ofthe new Allepri colleetion. The latest creahion
feom Bylgari was recenthy presented at a4 bvo-night dinner
cum-fashion show at-the Cheval Blanc, Makafi Shangr=Ta
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 Vwing through exciting rounds of world-class golf...or swim in
cool erystal-clear Boracay walters,

Sweat it out at the Spa...or smell the pure, fresh country air.

savor the good life at the world’s best resorts...or surrender
to the comforts of luxury villas.

Mo other club gives vou as much benefits as Fairwvays d Bluewaten
Unlimized access o the 18-lole par 72 golf course designed by Graham Marsh,

Pvo-wieek Free sty ot exclusive resort villas managed by TTT Sheraton, AT ase g 0T TTRmr AT

= - - 43 ol o ) g Al
Drevame vacations o any of Interval Indernational’s LADD resects werldwide, [ A TR 61 & f ][':'[' UEWATER
A yous very own slice of the tropical paradise called Boracay. Resort Golf & Coun h-}.- Clulb

o i i Boracay
Al these-and more-with just one Proprictary Club Share. -

Sembersht [ERS Jri|}'

Acquality project of the Fil-Dstabe Greup o bt Ssesew ll-essate ao o
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French Tuxury goods giant Louis Vuitton
recently opened 11s newest siore al Greenbelt 1V
in night of plitz, glamour; Gnfare and style,
Corcklails in the store were soon followed by a
party in Cats at the Mew World where guests
were whisked o by o Teet of Tuxury BMW cars.




ACDelco
Addict Mo
Anchor 1+

Anchor 3+

Anchor Butter

Anchor Full Cream Milk
Anchor Shape-up
Anchor WAM

Anlene

Anmum

Avia

Bank of Commerce
Bath Duck

Bay Fresh

Baygon

Cerveza Negra

Chips! Ahoy

Converse

Cotton Council

Glade

Hong Kong Tourism Board
A BILLION THANKS
TO OUR CLIENTS

JellYace

Johnson Wax

Kit Car Wax

Magnolia Chicken Popeaorn

Moby Hotdog

Morkis Automotive Resources, Inc

Off! Lotion

Samsung Electronics
Skin W

mart Communications
Squibb Matural Vitamin E
Talk "N Text
Tempra
UCare 123

UCare Milk

A BILLION REASONS TO CHODSE

FOoOTE CONE & BELDING

Foote Cone & Belding Manila
4th Floor, G780 Ayala Avenue, Makati City
Tel No: 8120471 « Fax: 813-8775




The Maharlika Lounge of
Casino Filipino Paranagie was
the venue for “Shag Night,” a
series ol Friday night parties
featuring good [ood. drinks and
fantastic music Tromy the “60s
and '70s. Party host Poney
Quirino even taught guests how
to aroove o the cool retro tunes,

The Ambassador of Portugal
and Mrs. Joao Caetano da Silva
hosted an elegant cocktail party
in honor of Ambassador
Bienvenido R, Tantoco St
Guests were treated to delicious
food and overflowing drinks as
Tantoco was given a Portuguese
decaration.

Photography by
ROBERTA GONZALES
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14' December 2003
10 AM to 12 Midnight

"Wurld Trade Center Metro Manila

* Photo Sessions with The
Real Santa Claus from Finland
* Kiddie Activities
s Celebrity Town
* Fashion & Musical Shows
|+ 11 days of Great Shopping Enjoyment
| * Over 500 Booths
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SEMD ME MEVWSEREAK
FOR THE TERM IMDICATED

2 YEARS (50 issues at P45,00 per s5Lie]
:I Pay enly P1,250.00

Dutside Metra Manila

Pay only P1,500.00 [lscled g postage]}

| YEAR (25 issues at P45.00 per issuc)
_I Pzy only: P1,125.00

Qutside Metro Manila

Pay only P1,950.00 {Including postge]

FOREIGHN SUBSCRIPTION RATE

Azan cowrTEy LS

UFE UISE90 (| ran) | B LISFI1T {1 vEsn)

SUES LSS B0 (2 YEARS| PAD SIS USS234 07 YEARS)
Marme; e —————

M. Mz (Family Hame)  (Goeen Mame]  (Fliddiz Mame]
Malling Address:

Phone Ma.: A Ernail;
vt of Mewsbreak Fu e
ren werh Curnem Arecont o (KEG0 58 14

Dinern | | Unkerd

Cruifit Card Muomibaer

Credit Card Expiry Cate Sqmature:

HEWSEREAK CIRCULETRI Tel No.{A32) £BT.EEE |FEAV-E500407-2IES




FEARBYESS 1]
Mixed. Martigl HiT5,Chamgionship

FIST OF ﬂﬁ[iG

* (Witness caged full contact mixed martial arts action!
Dec. 13, 2003, Saturday at the Philippine Sports
Areana (formerdy ULTAA).
Gates open at 100 p.m.

MAIN EVENTS
ERWIN TAGLE»= VS.  MYLES VIVES »

(PASUKUAN LABANAN) (NEW BREED ACADEMY/BJJ REVOLUTION)

EBEN KANESHIRO = VS. DANIEL LIMA =

(NEW BREED ACADEMY/BJJ REVOLUTION) (FIGHT CLUB JIU-JITSU)
Cuacial aueet 2annearances by the | e ndarv Carlson Gracie Si
e Prince o Revolution, Carison Gracie Jr
Tlckels are avallable at all TIC KETWORLD outlets
For inquiries and reservations call 891-5601 or log on to www.ticketworld.com.ph.
Log on to the OFFICIAL FEARLESS WEBSITE @ www.fearlessfighter.com

Major Sponsors: Participating Sponsors: Media Partners:
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Here’'s one more reason
why you should subscribe to

magazine.

For every one-year subscription, get a free gift of your
choice from any of the following items:

Pond's Prevent and Correct Cream

~i<  Agua Colonia Spanish Cologne (750ml) ; JLIOA i Manil

VMY Skin Fit makeup
VMV Lipstick
VMV Lip Dew

L BUBL » BE4 FOIEL Y
MALSTON » WOLF ARG KRSIGERS

So what are you Tl 5 Gt
waiting for? :
Take advantage Wh 0S ayS

of this great .

offer now! you Can t buy

PEOPLER

Subscribe for
one year and you're
sure to get
All the
PEOPLE Asia

you want!

SUBSCRIBE TODAY AND GET YOUR PEOPLE Asia DELIVERED RIGHT TO YOUR DOOR!

~ PLEASE INCLUDE ME IN YOUR
SUBSCRIBERS' LIST OF
PEOPLE Asia, THE MAGAZINE

THAT TALKS ABOUT PEOPLE
WHO MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

PLEASE ENTER MY
____ SUBSERIPTION
RENEWAL FOR:

~ (within Metro Manila)
_lemos (6 lssuesh. ... P &48.00

i Ayear (12 Issues).... P 1.224.00

- Mube: For aulside Moiro Manils, 3d P 240.00 -
for postage and bandling feel) -

MY ADDRESS DETAILS:
MAME (PLEASE FRINT) AGE
MAILING ADDRESS
PHOMNE FAX E-hAAIL
GIFT OF CHOICE _
1 WISH TO PAY BY:
| cash
| CHEQLIE (DMLY ACCEPTED FOR METRO MANILA SUBSCRIBERS / SHOULD BE PAYABLE TO STARGATE MEDLA CORP.)
| CREDIT CARD YISA BF __ MASTERCARD _ B&MBARD _ DINERS

' PAYMENT DEPOSITED TO THE ACCOUNT OF STARGATE MEDIA CORP. AT BANK OF COMMERCE WITH SAVINGS
ACCOUNT NUMBER: 900-20-002835-1 )

CARD MO,

LAST 3 DIGITS AT THE BACK OF YOUR CARD
EXFIRY

SIGNATURE ___ DATE _

(Pls. fax this form with your eredil card details or hank validated deposit slip to 1632) 892-1783)

PEOPLE Asia. Your PEEPHOLE to PEOPLE.




The Filimo Global Community
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sunlit dreams |
from DIKNY '
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TOD'S is hack in the
sadile again

Fale blue radiance :

[he rich tones of
LACOSTE

Big on time, small
in size — TITAM

ELIZABETH
ARDEN's key to

seduction

The 1OLITS
VUITTON

agenda

Step into the
limelizht with
CYNTHIA
ROWLEY

'Iﬁn'\r-mu“ -

FOSSIL fells the
story of time

e

MONT BLANC
celehrates the
Individuel

GUCCT gows pink
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ed

right at
your
doorstep

Get an uninterrupted
dose of

news and informatio
right at your dourstei;
Start your day right
and subscribe to

5k for our subscription service In your area . |
_hSth, Tess or Ofive at 2 The g"f! Paperlyou reaﬂ'
. 527-5817 or 527-7901 to 15 local I4ﬁ _ from cover to cover.
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Christmas
stocking
aweel
dreams, the
sea and

PHYTOMER
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Trust in QCEANIC s seale . 2=t
T'his tme, iU's

PHILIPFE STARCK |

TANI is never underdressed
for underwear

Time is on
JEAM
RICHARIDY s
hianels

Stand your pround
with V1A VENETTO

Beauly in & i 8
KARANINAbag =
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Events that comprise
human history
can be captured -
in one moment. =

Tomorrow morning.

Read more.

The only paper you read
from cover to cover.
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GOTCHA!
International Boxing Federation junior featherweight champ
Manny Pacquiao and Mexican Marco Antonio Barrera.
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OMEGA SHOWROOM
5-19 Level I, Glorietta |
Ayala Center, Makati City
1200 Phillppines

CINDY CRAWFORD.

CHOICES




