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QC gov't steps up drive vs. mercury-laced cosmetics
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THE Quezon City government through its public health office has stepped up its drive to promote busi-
ness compliance with laws banning mercury-laced cosmetics.

A recent consultative meeting organized by the Quezon City Health Department (QCHD) drew the parti-
cipation of shopping mall management representatives, cosmetic product and food supplement retail -
ers, exhibitors and organizers.

Dr. Laarni Malapit, special services division head of the QCHD, urged the participants to support the
efforts of the city government to protect public health and the environment from the detrimental effects
of hazardous products, such as mercury-laden cosmetics.

According to the Ecowaste Coalition, the city government wanted the strict implementation of Republic
Act (RA) No. 9711 or the ‘Food and Drug Administration (FDA) Act of 2009.’

The law prohibits the manufacture, importation, distribution, sale, advertising, promotion or sponsor-
ship of any health products without proper authorization from the FDA, which is tasked to ensure the
safety, efficacy, and quality of cosmetics and other health-related products in the market.

EcoWaste Coalition campaigner Manny Calonzo also briefed the participants about the effects of con-
stant exposure to mercury found in some skin lightening creams for men and women.
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