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Belmonte bucks proposal
for supplemental budget

5 Speﬁ&er Feliciahé "Son‘n;;' Bel-

monte Jr. yesterday said that it is still
"tdo early in the game" for the minor-
ity bloc in the House of Representa-
tives to propose for a supplemental
budget on the #1.645-trillion reform
budget proposed by the Aquino ad-
ministration.

Belmonte said the proposed fund
allocations for departments and
government agencies, drafted by the
House committee on appropriations,
are "just and sufficient enough,”
stressing that they do not yet merit
another proposal for a supplemental
budget.

However, the former Quezon City
mayor urged the members of the
House panel deliberating the national
budget for 2011 to conduct further
study to determine whether there
is a need to follow the suggestion of
the minority bloc for more budget
next year.

“I don’t think of a supplemental
budget at this stage. (But) we should
do our work by re-examining the bud-
get to see ifthere is a need that can be
realign to more priority objectives,”
Belmonte added.

Earlier, the House minority
group urged President Aquino to
consider a supplemental budget
to fund some vital programs of the
government that were not given
allocations on the proposed 2011
budget. e

Deputy Minority Leader Danilo
Suarez said that at least £100 billion
supplemental budget is needed to
funds some programs in the entire
judiciary, Department of Foreign
Affairs, Department of Science and
Technology, Department of Health,
Department of Energy, and Depart-
ment of Tourism among others.

Citing the budget proposal; the
Department of Budget and Man-
agement (DBM) proposed to cut
40 percent from the legal support
provided to overseas Filipino work-
ers (OFWs) which was slashed from
£50 million in 2010 to #27 million
next year.

The opposition also expressed
disappointment on zero budget
for rural electrification, capital
outlay for State Universities and
Colleges and capital outlay for the
judiciary.

The Supreme Court (SC) and
judiciary were complaining on
the measly budget of 14 billion
in which the additional salaries
of justices and judges will not be
granted.

“Since the Constitution prohibits
the Congress from increasing the
totality of the President’s budget
submission of #1.6 billion, the pos-
sible solution is for the President
to increase the expenditure ceiling
through a supplemental NEB” Su-
arez said. :

“This may require the executive
department to increase the projected
deficit which is not sacrosanct and/
or look for additional revenues and

sources of financing which should
ggdﬂe?flble and not cast in stone,” he
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Qé Zﬁfiioves
P9-B budget

AP, 4 billion budget was approved by
the Quezon City Council led by Majonty
Floor Leader Ariel Enrile Inton for'2010
in a marathon deliberation last Monday
night. _

Inton said that the members of the
council worked overnight in order to
assure that the city will have a decent

| budget for the coming year before their

Christmas break. The councilor however
said that with the approval of the budget,
he is hoping that the funds will not be
spent to anomalous transactions and
election campaign by incumbent local
executive officials that are running for
higher position.

- During the budget deliberation, the
members of the council agreed on cut-
ting the P105 budget for the Department
of Public Order and Safety (DPOS) that
provide security to different government
~offices in the city. The DPOS budget was
“ now trimmed down to P45 million.
~ The council, however, agreed that the
budget that was cut from DPOS will go to
the health and education programs of the
city. A total of 322 million was set aside
for health services while P33 million was
given to education. ;

- The city council also added P25 million

tothe budget of Quezon City Polytechnic
University in order to assure that more
. poor studenﬁs’remdmgmthe clty can avail
- aquality education and the i lmptoVement

of its facilities and fechhology 5

Another P8 rmlhonwaé also added to the
“budget for the improvement of the Quezon

City public library while P30 million budget

v

was added to the health services and will .

_be use in acquiring medicines and other
supplies to the different public hospitals
and health centers in the city.

With the passing of the 2010 budget,
Inton said his office will monitor how the
city government will spend the funds, es-
pecially during the eleehon period.
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ity Mayor Feliciano BeImonte |

clty government to Quezon City Police District Iogisﬁet f A
Castillo as Councilors Jaime Borres, Voltaire Godofredo lean'
Francisco Calalay Jr., and Senior Police Officer 4 Rosauro S
government set aside P16 million for the acquisition of

0C’s2010b

~ Quezon Clty Mayor Fellcxano Belmoﬁ-

'2010 will mclude”tﬁ' ﬁrst tranche of sala-
ry stments for government workers.
nggiom called on the 26-member city
‘council to speéd up budget deliberations.
He said the salary increase will take
“effect by Jan. 1, as provided under Exec-
utive Order 811 signed by President Ar-
royo last June 17. "%I?e EO stated that sal-
ary rates for local government personnel
will be determined by the city council.
Belmonte described the increase as a
means of helping city hall employees

’cope w1th dayﬁo dé‘y

ties. “What the city government is do-

ing right now is improving the plight of

our employees as we recognize the vital
role they play in the task of transform-
ing the city mto a quallty commumty,

“he said.

Belmonte assured the public that his

‘administration will continue to provide a

steady bureaucracy for its constituents dur-

city executiv ‘want to leave Que-
zoantythhanempty" , i
s erseus Echeminada
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8.6-B budget for

QC heads for OK

The 26-member Quezon City Council
has passed on second re in }ieosed
P8.6-billion budget for next year..

Majority Floorleader Ariel Inton ex-
pressed hopes to have the measure enacted
before the year ends as the heated delibera-
tions resumed the other day at the Albert
Session Hall.

The proposed budget, the biggest in the
history of the city government, is likely to
be approved “especially now that it has
passed the second reading.”

Meantime, Mayor Feliciano Belmonte,
Jr. said that with the proposed budget, the
city government will have the ability to
focus on the enhancement of social, health
and education services and programs ben-
eficial to women and other disadvantaged
sectors. :

He assured residents of better and fast
delivery of basic services and training pro-
grams to cope with existing job opportuni-
ties for a world-class metropolis. :

Belmonte said “we will continue to build
the city with our self-sustaining revenue.
Hanggang ako ang mayor hindi tatanggap
ng anumang dole-out ang Quezon City.”
~ City Treasurer Victor Endriga said the
city government started overshooting its
revenue collections since 2003 as a result of
the aggressive fiscal management measures
undertaken to boost revenue collections.

Having adhered to the right policies,
Belmonte expressed confidence that Que-
zon City will emerge as one of the country’s
brightest future economies.
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Belmonte hails QC budget approval

Councilhasap- introduced by Coundilors Antonio

appmvedthedtym.dgetform ]dtb‘elmﬂbylheboomhobaeﬁt
throughOrdinancePOQm6-179;; fromit. .‘(R‘m:lV.Gaualﬁ).,

QC Bandoet 2003
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QC’s Belmonte submits 2007

‘government budget

| Quezon City Mayor Feliciano Bel-
monte Jr. submitted recently the pro-
posed city government’s P6.8-billion
annual budget for fiscal year 2007 to
the city council for deliberation and
approval.

In his message to the 26-member
council, Belmonte said “from day one
of this administration, the objective has
been to generate resources needed to
increase the capacity of the city gov-
ernmentato govern and satisfy the
needs of its constituents.”

Belmonte emphasized that the “core
of survival and growth” for the city
and residents depended on livelihood
and entrepreneurship, infrastructure
development, fiscal and financial man-
agement and education.

Thirty-eight percent or P2.6 billion
of the budget was earmarked for so-
cial services, P1.5 billion or 23 percent
is allotted to economic service and P1.9
billion or 29 percent is earmarked to
keep the bureaucracy in good shape.

City council majority floor leader
Ariel Inton said they will pass the
budget as early as possible.

Inton said the proposed budget,
which he authored together with two
other councilors, was already deliber-
ated during last Monday’s session and
was already scheduled for third and
final reading.

city council’s committees on ways
and means and appropriation pledged
to work overtime to work any impasse
during deliberation and debates.

“We are all united in our stand to
pass the 2007 budget as early as possi-
ble so that we can return to other leg-
islative and constituent duties imme-
diately after its passage,” Inton said.

- Perseus Echeminada
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QC gets P1.5-B suppleme

The 24-member Quezon City Council
has approved the P1.5-billion supplemen-
tal budget for the current year to sustain
the gains the city has realized in the deliv-
ery of basic needs to its residents.

Mayor Feliciano Belmonte Jr. thanked
the members of the city council for their
steady support and partnership with his
administration to improve the living con-
dition of residents and developing the
city’s physical landscape - roads, school-
buildings, bridges, and health centers.

The fast and unanimous approval of
the supplemental budget introduced by
Councilors Alma F. Montilla and Vic-

tor V. Ferrer Jr. was seen as
a manifestation of the trust of
the council and strong work-
ing relationship between the
city’s executive and legislative
branches. :
City Accountant Editha Al-
zona and City Treasurer Victor
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ntal budget

B. Endriga certified that the
amount of £2.295 billion from
the city’s saving and cash sur-
plus accumulated in the past
five years is available as a
source of fund for additional
appropriation for the current
year. (Sel A. Baysa)



QC supplemental budget
Quezon City Majority Floor
Leader Ariel Inton said that the
city council has pledged to sup-
port the passage of the P1.5-billion
supplemental budget for the city’s
infrastructure project. “The city-
council agrees with Mayor Sonny
Belmonte that indeed there is an
urgency to pass the supplemental
budget of #1.5 billion to fund vari-
ous city infrastructure programs
and obligations,” Inton said. The
top priorities of the supplemental
budget will be as follows: Construc-
tion of the Batasan Satellite campus
of the QC Polytechnic University;
land acquisition; road/ traffic/di-
rectional signage; purchase of fire
and emergency rescue equipment;
construction of the Civiiqurlter
building of Quezon City Hall
compound; Construction of a new
hospital building/facility for the
Quezon City General Hospital; con-
struction for the development and
improvement of the Quezon Memo-
rial Circle and the development of a
new QC Museum,” Inton added.
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- QC posts budget surplus

guezoll: City, for tl;z%fth straight year,
posted a budget surplus of P800 million
last year as a result of the city, govern-
ment’s continuing effort to expand its tax
base to increase revenue collection.

Quezon City Mayor Feliciano Belmonte
Jr., quoting a report submitted by Quezon
City Treasurer Dr. Victor B. Endriga, said
the city government has over P7.37 billion in
revenues in 2005, an increase of P880 million
compared to its total collection in 2004.

A report from the Department of
Finance’s Statement of Income and Ex-
penditures Databank Bureau of Local
Government Finance showed that Quezon
City posted a 7,376,391,780 gross collec-
tion and a total of P6.5 billion in revenues
in the general fund from January to De-
cember last year.

Endriga, president of the Philippine
Association of Treasurers and Assessors
(Phaltra), said it further solidified the city’s
status as the No. 1 local government unit
(LGU) in tax collection effort.

The Finance department report indicat-
ed that Quezor City has no borrowings from
any banking institution compared to Manila
which has incurred about 859 million in
inter-local transfers while Makati City has
£51.7 million in loans. (Sel A. Baysa)
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budget anew

* For the third year in a row, Qu-
ezon City’s income exceeded this
year’s budget of P5.6 billion by
P157 million when it posted a net
revenue collection of over P5.757
billion as of Dec. 29, the last work-
ing day of the year.

This was learned yesterday
from Mayor Feliciano Belmonte Jr.
who said that what makes this
record truly significant is that for
many years, Quezon City has been
saddled with budget deficits, the
last in 2001, amounting to P970
million when he first assumed of-
fice. He gave credit to the over two
million citizens, particularly to the
over 50,000 business enterprises
“who have been paying their tax-
es promptly and religiously.”

As of Dec. 23, the city’s gross rev-
enue collection reached over P7 bil-
lion, about P500 million more than
lastyear’s. Quezon City’s gross rev-
enue income in 2003 was P6.54 bil-
lion and P6.50 billion in 2002.

In 2003, Quezon City derived a
net income of P5.357 billion, P157
million more than its budget of P5.2
billion. In 2002, the city’s net reve-
nues reached P5.437 billion exceed-

ing by P262 million, its budget of

P5.175 billion.

 Quezon City’s biggest incoﬁte.
was derived from business taxes

whi~h amounted to P2.59 billion;
P3%
While the real estate tax revenues
reached P920 million, it was P34

aillion n.sre than last year.

million less than that of last year. -

The other incomes consisted of
regulatory and miscellaneous fees,
P195 million; transfer tax, P219 mil-
lion; amusement tax, P130 million;
and community tax certificates, P54
million.

Asof Dec. 28, the total cash posi-
tion of Quezon City stood at
P3,183,512,606.15.

For the last two years, the Com-
mission on Audit ranked Quezon
City as among the richest, if not the
richest city in the country. :

What is more important, howev-
er, according to Belmonte is that
Quezon City is spending very much
less in administrative and operat-
ing expenses compared to its sister
cities in Metro Manila.

“This means that we can ear-
mark more funds for capital expen-
ditures and infrastructure projects,”
he pointed out.

Quezon City ranks second to
Pasig City in terms of the ratio of
netincome to total income. In 2003,
Pasig’s ratio was 46 percent with
Quezon City at 44 percent. But in
2002, Pasig’s ratio was 50 percent
while Quezon City’s was 42 per-
cent, which indicates, according to
Belmonte that Quezon City has im-
proved its priority allocation of ev-
ery peso of expenditure. - :

He said he will observe, even
more strictly his mantra on fiscal
management: “earn more, spend
less.”
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QC council okays
P5.8-B

|BySELA.BAYSA Inton said the beneficiaries of the
b financial aid include the provinces of
UEZON City District 4 councilor Quezon, Aurora, Nueva Ecija, Bicol,

and majority floor leader lawyer and some parts of Bulacan and
Ariel Inton Jr. yesterday announced Pampanga. ‘
;the approval by the city council of the As this developed, Mayor Belmonte
P5.8-billion budget for next year. has expressed his gratitude to the city
| Inton said in a radio interview that council and the city secretary’s staff
|the 2005 budget is P.2 billion ‘higher who worked overtime despite the in-
of the city’s outlay this year. clement weather and the suspension
“With health and education getting of offices, for conducting marathon de-
‘the lion’s share, other social undertak- liberation for the approval of the 2005
ing like the promotion of sports, the budget. '
maintenance of peace and tranquillity Inton noted that the mayor, using
and the fast delivery of basic services his expertise in financial manage-
re in the priority list, too,” Inton said. ment, leaves no deficit in the disposi-

| Also, the city council unanimously tion of this year’s budget. ‘
Passed a resolution authorizing “The city government hopes to es-
Mayor Feliciano Belmonte Jr. to do- tablish more school buildings and
jnate P5 million to typhoon victims in health centers next year in line with

[ravaged areas of the country. Mayor Belmonte’s improved education
| The amount, according to him, is and health-related program,” he
taken from the city fund. added.
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The Quezon City Council, in a
bid to speed up development and
ensure the delivery of basic serv-
ices to the 2.4 million city resi-
dents, approved the other night
the P5.8-billion budget of the city
government for fiscal year 2005.

Council majority leader Ariel
Inton said the budget was ap-
proved after members of the
Council conducted a marathon
session last week.

~ “We approved on third and
final reading the budget for next
year to ensure that delivery of
basic services will not be inter-
rupted,” Inton told The STAR.

Mayor Feliciano Belmonte Jr. con-
gratulated the City Coundil, headed

by Vice Mayor Herbert Bautista, for
the speedy approval of the budget.
Inton said health, education
and social services highlighted
the P 5.8-billion budget, the big-
gest allocation for a local govern-
ment unit in the entire country.

Apart from the budget ap-

proval, the City Council also
passed a resolution authorizing
the mayor to donate P5 million
for victims of calamities in vari-

ous parts of the country and an-
other P3 million for city residents

affected by the typhoons.

Inton said the approved bud-

get will be sent to Belmonte for
‘his final approval and then to the
Department of Budget and Man-

U dee. PUBLIG HiBRARY
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agement (DBM). The a proved’
budget is P2 million higher than,é
the budget this year.

Inton said with the effective fis-
cal tunder the steward-
ship of the mayor, of the city will
have abudget surplus fornextyear‘

City Treasurer Victor Endriga
has reported that the city govern-
ment has more than P6 billion
general funds and in banks.

“We are expecting a budget

- surplus of at least P50 million

next year,” Endriga said.

The City Council in the past
sessions also approved the local
traffic code of &e city and an or-
dinance which provided adjust-
ment of regulatory fees.

- “We are providing all the nec-
essary legislative support to May-
or Belmonte to speed up the de-
velopment of Quezon City into a|
quality community,” Inton said..

- Perseus Echeminada
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