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The Que zon City Coun cil will be con duct ing an in quiry in aid of leg is la tion on a sui cide
in ci dent at a mall last Satur day.
The probe will be spear headed by Coun cilors Irene Bel monte, Lala Sotto and 
PM Var gas, chair per sons of the Com mit tees on Ed u ca tion, Sci ence and Tech nol ogy, 
Health, and In fra struc ture. This is the sec ond recorded case of sui cide by an 
ado les cent in side a mall in the city.
A senior high school student also allegedly took his life at a mall last 5 October 2019 by 
jumping from the �fth �oor of its annex building. The investigation would focus on 
mental health issues among the youth and �nd means on how to address these. It 
in tends to craft a pol icy and guide lines to pre vent sim i lar in ci dents from hap pen ing 
anew.
Coun cilor Bel monte said it would in clude the cre ation of on-site cri sis in ter ven tion 
units to as sist es tab lish ments in deal ing with these types of sit u a tions. She said they 
will look into the mall setup and the build ings on how they im ple ment strict se cu rity, 
so as to pre vent the oc cur rence of sim i lar in ci dents in the fu ture.
The in quiry will also in vite school au thor i ties and ex perts to get their in sights on 
ad dress ing ado les cent men tal health is sues. The coun cilor in structed the City Health 
De part ment to en sure that the nec es sary steps are un der way to fully im ple ment the 
city’s Or di nance SP-2456 S-2015, which pro vides for a com mu nity-based men tal 
health pro gram and de liv ery sys tem.
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