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The Smart Araneta Coli seum in Quezon City will start op er at ing tomorrow as a mega vac ci na tion fa cil ity ca pable of
in oc u lat ing up to 1,500 peo ple per day, Mayor Joy Bel monte an nounced yes ter day.

Bel monte said the Araneta Group has agreed to al low the city govern ment to use the fa cil ity to speed up the de liv -
ery of vac cines to pri or ity groups.
“We es ti mate that the Big Dome will be ca pable of vac ci nat ing 1,000 to 1,500 peo ple per day,” she said, adding that
mea sures for in door set tings such as proper �l ters and fan sys tems would be in stalled to en sure the safety of those
who plan to get their jabs at the fa cil ity.
“The Quezon City govern ment is grate ful to the Araneta Group for o� er ing the Big Dome to serve as vac ci na tion
cen ter for free. It is a suit able site for a mas sive and crit i cal govern ment health drive since it o� ers ad e quate space
and ac ces si bil ity to both our health care work ers and the pub lic,” Bel monte added.
Busi ness Per mits and Li cens ing Depart ment head Margie San tos said the Araneta Group also com mit ted to pro vide
their own med i cal per son nel, who will help in oc u late those be long ing to the A1 to A3 pri or ity groups.
San tos said the Tzu Chi Med i cal Foun da tion Philip pines, a non pro�t char i ta ble or ga ni za tion, would also help by
send ing vol un teer doc tors, nurses and sta� to the vac ci na tion site.
“We are grate ful to our part ners in the pri vate sec tor as they con tinue to work with us to pro vide us with spa cious
venues and to aug ment our man power re sources,” Bel monte said.
She said she looks for ward to the suc cess of this part ner ship, stress ing the need for “an all-of-city ap proach to de -
feat the COVID-19 pan demic and en sure the speedy re cov ery of our econ omy.”
The city govern ment ear lier part nered with the Araneta Group for its free swab test ing ini tia tive. The com pany also
al lowed the free use of its BusPort as an ac ces si ble site for the drive-through saliva test ing of the Philip pine Red
Cross.
“We are very pleased to ac com mo date the Quezon City govern ment’s vac ci na tion cam paign at the Smart Araneta
Coli seum,” An to nio Mardo, Araneta Group’s se nior vice pres i dent for oper a tions, said. “This is our con tri bu tion to
the govern ment’s e� orts to con trol the surge of COVID-19 cases in the city and to im prove pub lic health.”
P�zer roll out
Quezon City also started vac ci nat ing those be long ing to pri or ity groups us ing the P�zer-BioN Tech vac cines do -
nated through the CO VAX fa cil ity.
Pri or ity res i dents of Barangay Paligsa han were vac ci nated at the Capi tol Med i cal Cen ter. Those re sid ing in
Barangays Kalusugan, BL Crame and Im mac u late Con cep cion re ceived P�zer jabs at St. Luke’s Med i cal Cen ter.
The Quezon City Gen eral Hos pi tal is also ex pected to in oc u late pri or ity res i dents with P�zer vac cines today.
At least nine other vac ci na tion sites are op er at ing in the city.
The lo cal govern ment has re ceived 11,700 doses of P�zer and 91,000 doses of As traZeneca, with an other 110,400
doses of Si no vac sched uled for de liv ery this week.
More than 147,000 peo ple have been vac ci nated in Quezon City. Of the num ber, over 42,000 res i dents have re -
ceived their sec ond doses.
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