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BUTUAN CITY— One of the most fas ci nat ing facts about sea tur tles is that they have
un usu ally sharp mem o ries, ac cord ing to ex perts.

So they would re turn again and again to the place where tur tles hun dreds of years be -
fore them hatched to do the same.
The coastal area of Magsaysay town in Misamis Ori en tal was one of those places that
ex perts said had been im printed on the tur tles’ mem o ries as a hatch ing site.
This mag netic im print, as ex perts de scribed it, serves like a hom ing bea con that
makes sure tur tles don’t get lost and �nd their way back to where they hatched to lay
eggs.
The only di� er ence that marked a cen tury from another for the tur tles was the ab -
sence or pres ence of their hatch ing sites’ other in hab i tants—hu mans.
Hu man tar gets
In Magsaysay, hawks bill sea tur tles had be come hu man tar gets.
Hawks bill tur tles are classi�ed as crit i cally en dan gered, or near ex tinc tion, by the In -
ter na tional Union for Con ser va tion of Na ture Red List of Threat ened Species.
The en tire pop u la tion of hawks bill tur tles was es ti mated to have fallen by as much as
80 per cent in the last 10 years.
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In Magsaysay town, at least four tur tles were recorded to have nested—three in the
vil lage of Candiis and one in Da mayuhan.
Cli mate change
Although the num ber of tur tles that nested this year was higher than the three
recorded in 2017, it was still low if the base line �g ure would be 10-15 tur tles nest ing a
year from 2000 to 2005, said Donato H. Bojo, zo ol ogy tech ni cian of the Pro tected Area
Man age ment and Bio di ver sity Con ser va tion Sec tion (PAMBCS) of the Depart ment of
En vi ron ment and Nat u ral Re sources (DENR) re gional o� ce.
The rea son for the de cline in the num ber of tur tles nest ing in Magsaysay was un clear
but Rolando Pa gara, coun cilor of Candiis vil lage and in charge of con ser va tion e� orts
for the tur tles, pointed to cli mate change.
“Cli mate change has been a key fac tor in the nest ing be hav ior as well as sur vival of
the hawks bill,” he said.
One re cent ex am ple of cli mate change’s e� ects was the rise in tide in Misamis Ori en -
tal on July 12 and 13.
On those days, tide rose by as high as 2.7 me ters, hit ting the tur tles’ nest ing sites.
Of 153 eggs at the nest ing site, ac cord ing to Pa gara, only 40 were hatched.
Dras tic
Ranoray Love A. Noro, PAMBCS sec tion chief, said dras tic changes had been hap pen -
ing along Misamis Ori en tal’s coast line.
“Sadly in just 30 years nu mer ous changes have oc curred along the en tire coast line of
the prov ince,” he said.
“While cli mate change is a fac tor, other fac tors such as beach ar mor ing, or cre at ing
ar ti � cial rock for ma tion and fenc ing along the beach, has changed the area,” he said.
“Land use, such as the set ting up of beach re sorts, on a crit i cal habi tat should be con -
sid ered il le gal,” Noro added.
Tur tles’ key role
He said hav ing sea tur tles nest in the coast line be tween Magsaysay town in Misamis
Ori en tal and Car men town in Agu san del Norte showed that the ocean ecosys tem in
the area was still healthy but needed pro tec tion.
Tur tles’ key role
Sea tur tles, Noro said, keep the marine ecosys tem healthy.
Tur tle poo serves as food for micro organ isms and plank ton, which serve the coral
reefs and are food for �sh and other aquatic an i mals, he said.
Tur tles and other marine an i mals will go about their rou tines if unim peded and the
big ger chal lenge was how to make hu mans re al ize this, Noro said.



8/6/2018 A RESCUE PLAN HATCHED IN MISAMIS

https://www.pressreader.com/philippines/philippine-daily-inquirer/20180805/textview 3/3

Pa gara said although most �sh er men knew it’s il le gal to hunt and catch sea tur tles,
dead tur tles with out their cara pace kept turn ing up on the shore.
Tur tle cara pace had be come a sought af ter com mod ity in the black mar ket be cause of
false claims about its medic i nal prop er ties.
Dec o ra tion
Pa gara said hawks bill cara pace was a “pri mary source of tor toise shell ma te rial used
for dec o ra tive and medic i nal pur poses.”
In ter na tional law had out lawed the cap ture and trade of hawks bill tur tles and prod -
ucts from these.
To pro tect the tur tles, zo ol o gist Bojo said the known nest ing sites at Magsaysay in
Misamis Ori en tal, cov er ing 612 hectares, had been de clared in 2012 a crit i cal habi tat of
sea tur tles.
Bojo said DENR Ad min is tra tive Or der (DAO) No. 2016-02 es tab lished the coastal vil -
lages of Candiis, San Isidro and Da mayuhan as crit i cal habi tats where a to tal of six
nest ing sites had been found.
Ac cord ing to Bojo, con ser va tion ists found mul ti ple hatch ing sites only in Magsaysay.
Cen turies-old rou tine
“This phe nom e non did not hap pen overnight,” he said.
“This means that sea tur tles have been nest ing in this area for hun dreds of years,”
Bojo added.
Pro tect ing the tur tles, though, faces not only chal lenges from a rapidly changing cli -
mate.
The pop u la tion growth of hu mans, the other in hab i tants in the tur tles’ birthing
places, is steadily grow ing.
In just 15 years, the pop u la tion of Magsaysay town alone has grown from 24,550 to
34,605.


