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3,000 Quezon City buildings checked

A8 | WEDNESDAY | OCTOBER 23 2013 .
EVEN before a magnitude 7.2
earthquake struck Bohol, Cebu
and parts of Mindanao, the Que-
zon City government has in-
spected about 3,000 buildings to
ensure they remain standing.

| Isagani Verzosa, city build-
ing official, said structures, par-
ticularly medium- and high-rise
clustered in business districts are
visited and subjected to a safety
checklist with verification of
clearances.. ..l . S
~ “Mayor Herbert Bautista gave
us strict instructions that regular
inspections must be conducted.
We cannot fight nature, but we
see to it that the National Build-
ing Code is strictly complied
with,” he told reporters. Z
“The occurrence of a quake
is unpredictable. Sometimes,
a quake could last 30 seconds,
but may not be that destructive.
There are times a quake could
occur for only about 15 seconds,
“but leave severe damages.”

Versoza said there is less
chance for a high-intensity
quake to cause widfespread
destruction in Quezon City
which sits on solid hard rock,
oradobe. 3

“Wet and loose soil is more
vulnerable to tremor,” he noted.

According to Verzosa, his of-
fice has hired more civil engi-
neers and architects to do annual
.building safety inspection anddo.

“post-quake assessment.

He said the Department of
Public Works and Highways
has directed 15-year-old build-
ings and infrastructure to be
evaluated by a structural en-
gineer to determine structural
integrity.

“Ideally, retrofitting must be
undertaken on bridges and build-
ings to maintain their soundness
and - strengthen _the structures,”
Verzosa said. Rio N. Araja
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QC Councilor Proposes

Junk Shops’ Inspectlon

By CHITO A. CHAVEZ ;

After some road accidents were
traced to the absence of traffic signs,
a Quezon City councilor issued his
call for strict random inspection of
the city’s junk shops to retrieve the
detached government property and
arrest guilty parties.

Former Liga ng mga Barangay
head and now Second District Coun-
cilor Ranulfo Ludovica issued the
call after receiving complaints of
the rampant theft of streets signs
usually made from steel and expen-
sive plastic materials.

Ludovica stressed that the mere
possession of the traffic, infor-
mative, warning signs and other

the law. 9

“It is clearly stated in the road
signs that it is unlawful to remove
and possess these items. I hope the
public understands that they are
installed for specific purposes,”
Ludovica said. :

Motorists complained that the
absence of road signs and some-
times with no traffic personnel on
sight have worsened the traffic
situation especially during rush
hours.

Ludovica added that in the worse
scenario, road accidents resulting
to deaths and injuries occur when
drivers go on one way streets or
when they trek roads with danger-
ous curves at high speed.

¥ uek Wop Tradlan

s1m11ar 1tems is pumshable under

He vowed to relentlessly pur-
sue the guilty parties, adding that
barangay officials who connive, tol-
erate and are in cahoots with crimi-
nals will be included in the charge
sheets in the wake of huge losses of
government fixtures to thieves and
lawless elements of the society. -

“Being a barangay captain for
many years I have a soft spot for
barangay personnel but it is a totally
different issue if they connive with
lawless elements in stealing govern-
ment fixtures,” Ludovica added. *

He noted that government ma-
terials such as pink fences, railings,
barriers, traffic signs, manhole cov-
ers and other similar fixtures have
particular purposes to ensure pubhc
order and safety.

Lt

£ Informed of the r rising number-
of lost traffic and informative signs,
railings and traffic lights, Ludovica
asked local the local police authori-
ties to apprehend errant individuals
adding that replacing the thousands
of stolen government visual aids

~ and fixtures is costing the go@e}n— _

ment millions of pesos yearly.

He appealed to junk shop owners
to exercise their sense of patriotism
by reporting fencers who are trying
to sell the stolen government goods

“to police authorities. @
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Wednesday, July 10, 20132

Closure of 39 o
dormitories sought

THE Quezon City Building De-
partment has recommended the
closure of 39 dormitories for |
failure to comply with the city’s
fire safety standards and building
regulations, and for building the
dormitories without permit.

Among violations are defective
and inadequate units of fire alarm
system, absence of portable fire
extinguishers and automatic bat-
tery-operated emergency lights,

‘and absence of fixed ladder at the
fire exit, said building official Isa-
gani Versoza. -

Versoza said the city govern-
ment last month told the owners
of the dormitories to comply with
the building safety codes. They did
not comply. :

He also said mest of the occu-
pants of the 39 dormitories are
students of UP Diliman. — Angela
Lopez de Leon '




Smﬂay, June 17,2012

Quezon Clty Mayor Herbert
“Bistek” Bautista has ordered
‘an inspection of all student
dormitories and boarding
houses to ensure that the
owners are properly complying
with safety building standcrds.

The city chief executive said
he instructed city building
official Isagani Verzosa Jr. and | |
local fire marshal Senior Supt.
Bobby Baruelo to oversee the}
inspection. |

Top priorities for lnspectlon'
are the multi-stozy buildings in
Barangay i.v~ na Ligas which‘
are reportedly being used as
dormitories and boarding
houses by some students from
the University of the Philippines-
Diliman campus.

“The city acknowledges the
university’s need for
dormitories, however, the
lncal government only wants
cowspliance with existing laws,”

Bautista said.

To date, the department of
building offlclal has partla]ly<
inspected 34 buildings at the
Krus na Ligas area, most of
which are four- and three\storyJ
structures.

During the inspection, the
city building officials noted
that certain structures are
operating without building
permits and necessary safety

| and security features, such as

fire alarms and emergency
lights. 2.

The inspection team from
the department of building and
fire department also noted
that some structures had
insufficient fire exits and
vertical ladders and undersized
stair wells.

“We will force the owners

of these buildings to comply -

with safety standards set forth
under the National Building

“mayor orders mspectlon of all
student dormitories, boardmg houses

Code and the Fire Code of the
Philippines,” Verzosa said.
Among the structures
covered by the inspection are
the four-story building with seven
rooms for rent on Baluyot
Street, the four-story building
with six rooms for rent on
Eugenio Street, the four-story
building with eight rooms for
rent on Angeles Street
Extension, the four-story
building with 16 rooms for rent
on P. Francisco corner
Kabalitang streets, and the four-
story building with three rooms
for rent on Fernando Street.
J Meanwhile, the department
of building official has already
completed the inspection of
dormitories and boarding
houses along Xavierville Avenue.
The inspection team noted
compliance with all existing
safety standards on the part of
the owners.  Arlie 0. Calalo
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QC water refilling
stations 1nspected

By CHITO A. CHAVEZ
; : /

Quezon C'ity‘ authorities will

make surprise inspections on wa-
ter refilling stations in the city to

prevent the sale of contammated_

water.
- Quezon City Mayor Herbert

Bautista said there are unscru-

pulous groups passing off regular
drinking water as purified, distilled
or mineral water. 2
Bautista said that he has re-
ceived complaints as well that some
bottled water were. either cloudy
and have an unpleasant smell.
" Bautista said the crew of the

water refilling stations should wear
uniforms while the premises must
always be clean to make it as hy-
gienic as possible. B Gl

He will also look into reports
that many water refilling stations
rarely change their filters in order
to maximize profits.

~ “Maybe they are using the filter
for more than a week? It is natural
for'the water for sale to have a foul
smell,” Bautista added. -

To ensure that only safe drink-
ing water is sold, Bautista said the
crew and even the owners of water
refilling stations should undergo
regular seminars where busmess

~ ethics should be emphasized.

He noted that some busi-
nessmen in the drinking wa-
ter delivery business may be
aware of the methods of keep-
ing their product safe but
unfortunately lacks the char-
acter to sell onty high quality
_products to the consumers
just to maximize profit.

“How safe is the drinking
water bought from the refill-
ing stations? There is a lot of
water refilling stations with
poor sanitary measures. We
have to act now,” Bautista
said.
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QC to start inspecting welghlng scales

t’o protect Chri'stma_s buyérs

By CHITO A.
CHAVEZ

The Quezon
City government
yesterday  urged
vendors to “shape
up or ship out”

as local authori- *-

ties will conduct a
daily inspection of
weighing scales in
several markets to
protect consumers.

City Treasurer
Edgar Villanueva
said that a com-
posite team from
~ the city’s Market
Development and
Administration De-
partment (MDAD),

Local Price Coor- .

dinating  Council
and his office will
make the rounds
of groceries, su-
permarkets, mini
groceries, ‘markets
and other similar
establishments
beginning Decem-
ber 1 as sales are
expected to start
rising during the
holidays.

™

“Kung ngayon ‘

tuwing Huwebes
lang tayo
ghuhuli, sa unang
araw po ng Di-
syembre magiging
araw-araw na po
ang ating opera-
syon laban sa mga
mandarayang tim-
bangan (at present:
we are conducting
our operation every
Thursday. Begin-
ning December 1
inspections will be
made daily against
errant  weighing
scales), Vlllanueva
said.
 Some 51 un-
sealed and uncali-
brated  weighing
scales were confis-
cated Thursday at
Lagro and Es-Em
markets in Zabarte
Road by an enforce-
ment team from
the calibration and
weights section of
the Quezon City
Treasurer’s Office.
The Treasur-
er’'s Office asked
the support of the
MDAD and the Lo-
cal Price Coordi-
nating Council to
ensure the success
of the city govern-
ment’s
against fraudulent
practices relative
to  weights and

T =weasures.

nan-.

campaign

A total of 1,210

defective  weigh-
ing scales were
confiscated by the
treasurer’s office
since the launch-
ing of the renewed
campaign against
unsealed and un-
registered weigh-
ing equipment on
orders of Mayor
Herbert Bautista.
This year, the
Treasurer’s Of-
fice collected
P848,399.57 in rev-
enues from the
imposition of regu- -
latory fees and pen-
alties for' the use
of instruments of
weights and mea-
sures, said Arvin
Gotladera, QC Spe-
cial Assistant to
the City Treasurer.
" Gotladera
claimed the
amount is thrice
the amount of col-
lection posted in
2010, when: the
city collected
£270,982.05. ,
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QC to close apartment-type

clubs used for

immoral acts

” By CHITO A. CHAVEZ

Reacting to mounting public com-
plaints, the Quezon City government
said yesterday it will close down
apartment-type clubs and joints,
particularly those whose permits
allow them to operate only as res-
taurants.

Mayor Herbert Bautista, dis-
gusted with the increasing number
of such nightspots, ordered the city’s
Business.Permits and Licensing Of-
fice (BPLO) to take the necessary
steps to allow the city government
to enforce the closure order. '

He directed BPLO chief Pacifico

Maghacot to send teams including -

undercover city personnel to review

and monitor the activities inside
the illegal nightclubs after reports
revealed that these were being used
as sex dens.

Bautista said the city grants per-
mit for club businesses but under no
circumstance should they be abused
and used as prostitution dens or
similar erroneous practices like traf-
ficking of women and minors.

Based on the mayor’s standard
for a club business, the latter should
have a size or area bigger than 100

square meters, or bigger than an
apartmient unit. 2

«We cannot afford to continue the
practice of allowing a small space
like an apartment to be declared a
club because such size is only ap-
propriate for an eatery. A club should

have an ample space for parking, big
kitchen, and enough number of lava-
tory or comfort rooms for its clients,”
the mayor said.

Maghacot, for his part, said a
strict review and inspection of club
businesses is ongoing.

To date, Maghacot said his office
had closed down a videoke bar for
violation of city ordinance number
SP-91, S-93, also known as the Que-
zon City Revenue Code of 1993, for
operating without permit.

The closure order was served
last Jan. 6 to Inday Videoke Bar
located at 135 IBP Road Barangay
Payatas A. 3

Maghacot said more closure

orders will be served by his office
by the end of the first quarter of the

year due to various complaints of
non-compliance with the law such
as operating without permit, no fire

“clearance, no health or sanitary per-
mit and noise pollution particularly
during night time.

“The closure order served to
Inday Videoke and other establish-
ments should serve as a warning to
businessmen to abide by the law,”
Maghacot said.

Maghacot said his office is target-
ing the closure of two errant estab-
lishments per week.

“This is part of the program of
Bautista’s administration in ensur-
ing public welfare particularly for a
clean environment, and to minimize
noise pollution especially at night
time,” Maghacot said. Y
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QC makes changes in checking
business firms’ safety, stability

By RAUL V. GONZALES

The office of the Quezon City building
official has initiated in the inspec-
tion of business establishments in the city
inabid to determine their structural
and stability as contained in the Safe Build-
ing Inspection Program of the city ordered
by Mayor Feliciano Belmonte Jr.

Under the Safety Inspection Program,
Engr. Isagani Versoza Jr. the local build-
ing official of Quezon City, has set apart
the two components of annual building
inspection mandated under the National
Building Code of the Philippines.

These are the safety determinationand
the compliance to documentary require-
ments. :

Instead of only one carrying out
inspections both for addressing public
safety and compliance with documentary
requirements, a new team was created to
improve inspections for public safety.

Inspections being conducted by the
newly-created team are centered on
high-risk establishments.

These are establishments which are
prone to changes and being public areas
or places of assembly. =

Ini this category are shopping malls,
shopping markets, hotels/apartelles/
boarding houses, diners/nightspots, gas
stations, sports area and others.

Another team is focusedon docu-
mentary requirements so as to speed up
inspections for compliance to the require-
ments of the National Building Code.

L. 4 g . «'!‘«.-47‘"'! 4
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~ Belmonte has provided the safety and

inspection team with high-tech inspection
tools for them to come up with more ac-
curate evaluation in the implementation
of the -

To Ii’ir:gatrﬂe team for the high-risk
inspections has already inspected more
than 300 establishments, including malls,
lodging houses/condominiums, gaso-
line stations, commercial buildings and
schools all over Quezon City. ;

The team has also subjected several
funhouses in the conduct of the inspec-
tion.

The city building official has recom-
mended that periodic inspection will be
doneregularly atleast once a year for these
establishments.

“We are instituting prioritizationin our
inspection program and started introduc-
ing cycles of inspection for every type of
occupancy. This program is implemented

to maximize the capability of our inspec-
tion teams to prevent incidents that might
result in the further loss of lives and dam-
ages to properties,” Versoza said

AT
24V
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QC body to probe
firms' violations

By SEL A. BAYSA

A joint fact-finding body in Quezon City will
convéne shortly tolook into the violations gtl?n;tels,
apartels, inns and other lodging establishments in
the city. ;

Al;yo, the city council’s blue ribbon committee
and a composite team made up of certain offices
at the Quezon City Hall, will investigate the al-
leged illegal operation of these establishments
particularly those offering “short time” to young
couples.

Councilor Dante M. De Guzman, chairman,
blue ribbon committee, said that the probe is an
offshoot of the closure order slapped by the com-
posite team led by lawyer Vicky Loamzon, chief,
Cultural and Tourism Affairs Office (CTAO)ona
hotel and an apartel. ‘

The investigation, De Guzman said, is focused
on certain hotels and apartels allegedly operating
without first securing accreditation from CTAO,

Loamzon's composite team is composed of
CTAO, Bureau of Fire; QC engineering office and
the Business Permits and License Office (BPLO).
IawyerDimaisipofﬂxeBPIDhasbemdesigna’ned
as the team’s deputy chief. :

De Guzman said that the team members are
conducting rounds of these establishments to
check on the probable violations, et

Team members will also check whether these
structures have met the standards set the Que-

At least two lodgin : areas on EDSA were
recommended closed by the composite team for
allegedly offering the “short time” rate. ;
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