
1/15/2021 QC GOVERN MENT: NO NEED TO LOCK DOWN KAMUNING

https://www.pressreader.com/philippines/philippine-daily-inquirer-1109/20210115/281659667685551/textview 1/2

The Que zon City govern ment will not place Kamuning on lock down as a re turn ing res i dent
who has been found pos i tive for the more con ta gious vari ant of the new coro n avirus dis -
ease (COVID-19) did not go home in the barangay.

“This per son did not set foot in the com mu nity, he did not go home nor did he in ter act
with res i dents from Kamuning. He went straight [from the ho tel where he un der went
quar an tine then to] the city’s iso la tion fa cil ity,” Mayor Joy Bel monte said at a press con -
fer ence on Thurs day.
She said it was un likely that the virus vari ant had been trans mit ted to neigh bors.
Bel monte ex plained that the city govern ment would only re sort to a “gran u lar” lock down
based on its mon i tor ing of clus ter ing of cases or com mu nity trans mis sion. Kamuning is
among the vil lages with the low est num ber of cases in the city, she noted.
The coun try’s �rst case of the more con ta gious UK vari ant of COVID-19 was traced to a re -
turn ing res i dent from Que zon City, the Depart ment of Health con �rmed on Wed nes day
night.
The male pa tient, along with a fe male com pan ion, ar rived from Dubai on Jan. 7. He tested
neg a tive for the virus be fore he left the Philip pines on Dec. 27, and neg a tive again when he
reached Dubai.
Iso la tion center
He un der went another swab test on Jan. 7 upon ar rival in Manila, and checked into a ho tel
while wait ing for the re sults.
When the pa tient was found to be pos i tive for COVID-19, the Barangay Health Emer gency
Re sponse Team brought him to one of the city-owned iso la tion cen ters, ac cord ing to the
chief of the City Epi demi ol ogy and Sur veil lance Unit, Rolly Cruz.
The pa tient’s fe male com pan ion tested neg a tive for the virus.
Other res i dents of Que zon City who were on the same �ight they took will also be screened
by the lo cal govern ment.
The UK vari ant was de tected af ter the sam ple was ran domly selected to un dergo screen ing
at the Philip pine Genome Center (PGC).
Bel monte said she had learned that sam ples of trav el ers com ing from coun tries where the
pres ence of the COVID-19 vari ant have been re ported were au to mat i cally screened by the
PGC, but sam ples of those com ing from other coun tries, such as the United Arab Emi rates,
were selected ran domly.
Con tact trac ing
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The city govern ment has ramped up its con tact trac ing e� orts to pre vent virus trans mis -
sion. Health work ers who trans ported the pa tient were also iso lated and tested. As a pre -
cau tion, house hold mem bers of the pa tient were brought to an iso la tion unit for test ing.
Cruz said the close con tacts of those who had come in con tact with the pa tient were now
be ing iden ti �ed.
The vil lage chair of Kamuning has re ported to the city govern ment that some of its res i -
dents have ex pe ri enced dis crim i na tion af ter it was con �rmed that the pa tient also lives in
the com mu nity.
Some were even asked not to re port to work, Bel monte said.
“I am sad dened by this, but this is the e� ect of the lack of aware ness, ed u ca tion and clar i -
� ca tion brought by the pre ma ture an nounce ment with out de scrib ing the cir cum stances
sur round ing his case,” the mayor said.
She stressed that there was no ba sis for dis crim i na tion of Kamuning res i dents as proper
quar an tine protocols had been fol lowed.
Bel monte warned that the city was ready to pur sue its an tidis crim i na tion or di nance should
Kamuning res i dents con tinue to be dis crim i nated against de spite pub lic knowl edge about
the na ture of the case.




