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IN line with her ad vo cacy to pro mote the rights of women and moth ers, Que zon City
Vice Mayor Jose �na “Joy” Bel monte lauded Pres i dent Ro drigo Duterte for sign ing the
105-day Ex panded Ma ter nity Law (EML).
“We con grat u late Pres i dent Ro drigo Duterte for sign ing the EML which pro vides a
105- day ma ter nity leave for all women who have just given birth,” Bel monte said.
“This means that she will have more time to nurse her new born child when the baby is
at its most vul ner a ble.”
Bel monte also praised Duterte for ex ceed ing in ter na tional stan dards on the la bor
prac tice, say ing, “The EML far ex ceeds the rec om men da tion of the In ter na tional La -
bor Or ga ni za tion for a 98-day ma ter nity leave. As a mother my self, I can tell all em -
ploy ers that this is re ally and truly a much-needed law.”
Un der the new EML, the work ing mother is en ti tled to a to tal of 105 days of paid leave.
If the mother is a solo par ent, she is en ti tled to an ad di tional 15 days or a to tal 120 days
of paid leave. With the EML, the mother is also fur ther given the right to ask and re -
ceive an ex ten sion of 30 days of un paid leave.
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